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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH
Professor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari was
born on 24th November 1944 in Ilorin, Kwara
State to a Fulani ruling class family. His
nephew, Alhaji Ibrahim Sulu Gambari is the
Emir of Ilorin.
He is a Prince of Ilorin in North Central Nigeria,
part of the defunct Sokoto Caliphate – one
of the most powerful empires in nineteenth
century Africa, his affiliation to Sokoto State
remain unshaken, he's a big father friend to
the present governor of Sokoto State, Alh.
Aminu Tambuwal.
He attended King's College, Lagos and
subsequently attended London School of
Economics where he obtained his B. Sc.
(Economics) degree in 1968
He was a teacher at City University of New
York, University of Albany and later taught at
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.
Ibrahim Gambari became full Professor in
1983. He was the Nigeria Minister for External
Affairs between 1984 and 1985, Director
General, The Nigerian Institute of
International Affairs (NIIA) and later
appointed as Nigeria Ambassador to the
United Nations between 1990 and 1999. He's
the longest serving Nigerian Ambassador to
UN

PROFESSOR.

IBRAHIM GAMBARI
Chief of Staff to the President

P

rofessor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari
was born on 24th November 1944 in
Ilorin, Kwara State to a Fulani ruling
class family. His nephew, Alhaji Ibrahim
Sulu Gambari is the Emir of Ilorin.
He is a Prince of Ilorin in NorthCentral
Nigeria, part of the defunct Sokoto
Caliphate – one of the most powerful

He was UNICEF President, UN under
Secretary General and first Adviser on Africa
to UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan from
1999 to 2005. He served UN at various
capacities
He spends most of his time watching news
and loves light exercise, like road walk. He's
not the affluent type, he's a very simple life
style.
Professor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari is the
Chief of Staff to President Muhammadu
Buhari. He assumed office on 13th May, 2020.
A progressive personality highly dedicated
to the advancement of Nigeria
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KWARA STATE GOVERNOR

CELEBRATES
PROF. GAMBARI AT

76
Kwara State Governor AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq on Tuesday
congratulated the Chief of Staff to the President Prof. Ibrahim Gambari
(CFR), describing him as a pride of the state and the country whose strides
will always resonate across generations.
“On behalf of the people and government of Kwara State, I congratulate
the Chief of Staff to Mr. President, a global statesman, and a quintessential
patriot Prof. Ibrahim Gambari on the occasion of his 76th birthday. Professor
Gambari's universally acknowledged achievements are a gold standard
for diplomats and academics alike. He is a prolific author whose inspiring
scholarship in governance, peace building, and diplomacy holds true
today and for generations to come," the Governor said in a statement.
“It is my prayer to Almighty Allah to continue to guide and guard Prof.
Gambari who is not only a pride of Ilorin, his home town, but Kwara State
and the nation as a whole. His unique achievements are anchored on
integrity, courage, and sportsmanship. We beseech Allah to see Prof.
through the delicate assignment of being the Chief of Staff to Mr. President
as He has done to him in his previous assignments as a global statesman,
and to give him good health and long life.
“We commend Prof. Gambari for his support to the Otoge administration
back home in Kwara State, and our administration continues to look forward
to his wise counsel as we execute the business of rebuilding the state along
with other critical stakeholders.”

RAFIU AJAKAYE
Chief Press Secretary to the Governor
NOVEMBER 24TH, 2020
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o build a Great Country, the people of that
country must be great. Nigeria is a great
Country by all standards and measure, not
only because we are developing at our own
pace but putting the giant strides of Nigerians
across the Globe into considerations. One factor
that helps build the society faster is to recognise
people of sterling contributions to societal goods.
This Edition of The Exponent Magazine featured
two outstanding personalities who celebrated
their birthdays recently. Coincidentally, both of
them are from the same Home Town and top
members of the Nigerian Government.

Ace Abdulrahman Agboola

ignorantly assist them to succeed in executing
their evil plans, are guilty of cruelty. Each Discipline
Has Style of Communication and each Line of
Duty With Specific Rudimentary Education. We all
desire good living with all the luxuries life can offer,
that's not a yardstick for venting uncontrollable
anger on the Government, when it doesn't exist in
isolation. The people elect people into power and
those in power are reflections of our state of
morals. This Edition of your darling, The Exponent
Magazine captured the conspiracies against
President Muhammadu Buhari as moment of
darkness and captured the escape route for the
President and ingrains his name in the minds of
generation yet to come.

Professor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari, the Chief of
Staff to the President is a globally celebrated
personality, over the last four decades and
remains a Colossus till date. He attained the age
of 76 years on 24th November, 2020 and his
detailed accomplishments are well captured in
this Edition as a mark of honour to this personality
of note. In the same light, Senator Ibrahim
Yahaya Oloriegbe, Senator representing the
Constituency of the Celebrated Chief of Staff to
the President also clocked the age of 60 years on
12th November, 2020. His distinct performance in
the National Assembly as the Chairman, Senate
Committee on Health attracted our attention to
chronicle his rise to stardom and excellent
delivery of dividends of democracy to his
constituents.

The Pandemic obviously created unprecedented
economic challenges, this can best be accepted
as a reason for anger across the Country, but it is
not a justification for the cruelty that marked the
#ENDSARS protests. Everyone has a right to anger
in form of protest, but not to seize the opportunity
to stamp violence as an order in the society. This
Edition also feature several other interesting
pieces on the #ENDSARS and the need for
concerted efforts of well meaning Nigerians
against Crimes.

Nigeria witnessed the loudest civil disobedience
of the Decade recently. It was mobilised through
the social media via #ENDSARS. What started like
a genuine movement against the excesses of
bad eggs in the Police Force snowballed into
chaos and violence. Where the promoters and
underwriters of the mismanaged protests
claimed hoodlums infiltrated their fold to carry
out the dastardly acts of maiming of Police
Officers and Stations, arson against public and
individual properties, the acts of blockage of
roads and laying siege on government
properties by the protesters themselves
constitutes an act of pyromania. Those who
plotted evils have their faults but those who

Discoveries of several plots by pretentious
Governors with ploys to achieve devolution of
power from the central, featured in the lead story,
while the cover story detailed the consequences
of the rage witnessed recently. This Edition is a
block buster that revealed machinations of
bounders with orchestrated plans to throw the
Country into palpable tensions and underscore
the achievements of the present administration.
Also featured are the 17 major Social Intervention
Programmes of the BUHARI Administration, which
centered on Youth Empowerment and showed
that the President has priorities for Youth
Empowerment and Developments. Enjoy the
read.
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76 GARLANDS FOR
PROFESSOR IBRAHIM GAMBARI
BY IS'HAQ MODIBBO KAWU

I

think it was 1981; I'm not very sure now. But
the occasion was African Liberation Day,
May 25th. Professor Ibrahim Gambari, was
still at the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria;
already well-known, as a leading intellectual
in Political Science
and International
Relations. He had been invited by students of
the University of Ilorin, organized in the antiapartheid/anti-imperialist body; and we had
gathered to celebrate African Liberation
Day. The problem was that, no one knew that
Professor Gambari was going to show up for
the event. In those years, there were few
telephone connections. The students posted
a letter, invited him to be Guest Speaker, and
there was a banner by the front of the hall,
that he was being expected by 6pm. But the
event commenced an hour earlier. There
were alternate speakers who sunk teeth into

the topic, and we thought the event was
going very well. Except that at exactly six
o'clock, Professor Gambari entered the hall!
Shock did not explain what we all felt. But
what followed, was one of the most
embarrassing scenes anyone could witness.
One of the lecturers at the event, rudely
accused Professor Gambari of late arrival;
and he went further, that it was the typical
attitude of "reactionary hegemonists"! And
he added that the best way to treat
"hegemonists", was to walk out on them! He
alone walked out, to the chagrin of everyone
at the occasion. Please pardon me, that I
won't mention the name of this lecturer, who
rose to become a Professor, and was a
leading light of ASUU at the University of Ilorin,
when another son of Ilorin, Professor S.O.
Abdulraheem, became Vice Chancellor.

HE ALONE WALKED OUT,
TO THE CHAGRIN
OF EVERYONE
AT THE OCCASION.

Professor Ibrahim Gambari was a study in
composure, calmness, dignity and utmost
decency, on that occasion. After the man
had staged his one-man, walk-out, Gambari
brought out the letter of invitation written to
him; and it read that the event was for 6pm.
He never knew anyone amongst the
page
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into the incredible calmness that only wellhoned diplomats possessed. And it was
indicative of the various strands of his
persona, that provided the platform for the
success that he has made of his life. I am not
even sure that he remembers that event at
the University of Ilorin. But for me, it has been
etched into my subconscious; I have never
discussed it with him, over these years, but
everytime that I have seen him make a
success of national and international
assignments, my mind went back to that
gathering, that fateful evening, at the
University of Ilorin.

PROFESSOR IBRAHIM GAMBARI

students, but had come all the way from
Zaria, because he always believed that
when the younger people called, it was
always an opportunity, to assist their
acquisition of knowledge. And on a final
note, he wondered what he had done to the
man that walked out (expressing rudeness;
full of bitterness and betraying a very lowly
background); because he was sure, that they
had never met before. After explaining the
circumstance, Professor Gambari went on to
give a most educative lecture, on the
struggle against apartheid in South Africa,
and Nigeria's role in assisting the liberation
movements. He didn't surprise those of us who
knew his intellect pedigree; and we were also
sure, that the Zaria school of intellectual
rigour, which made the ABU Faculty of Arts
and Social Sciences (FASS), together with
that of the University of Dar Es Salam (of the
1970s/80s(, arguably the best in Africa at that
time, had wrought so much on his intellect, as
much as he had also assisted, in its evolution.
The eventual trajectory of his intellectual and
diplomatic life is well-known to the world, and
I won't bore anyone with a recall of his strides
on the world stage. But for me, that event at
the University of Ilorin, on African Liberation
Day, a few decades ago, gave me an inkling

Professor Ibrahim Gambari belongs to a very
unique generation in Ilorin's history. That was
the generation that straddles the older
generation of the elders, most of whom have
unfortunately passed. That generation was
steeped in tradition; but they were also
chosen by fate to be the harbingers of
modernity, in terms of the academic
achievements that they all made, and the
professional successes they also recorded. It
was also quite indicative, that it was a very
brilliant generation, and they were very
exemplary. They provided the shoulders
upon which younger people could climb, to
be able to see farther into the future. We are
very lucky, that quite a number of that
generation remains very much with us. And
Professor Ibrahim Gambari, is one of the most
distinguished of that generation! What I
admire most about him, is how his years in
international diplomacy (some in the
international diplomatic circles called him
the 'Dictator Whisperer', as he went troubleshooting, from Burma through Darfur), never
diminished his love for our community, and
his concern for the progress of our state and
country. His passion at the community level is
very real; and very strong! And if we had
been discerning enough, we actually won't
have been surprised, that he was recalled to
national service, by President Muhammadu
Buhari. That called weighed strongly for the
pedigree of birth; intellect and experience; a
loyalty to nation and a personal wealth of
integrity! Couldn't have been otherwise!
On your 76th Birthday Professor Ibrahim
Gambari, please accept my very best wishes
for good health, happiness and more useful
labour to community and country!
page
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Prof.
Gambari
@
76:
Tribute To An Iconic Statesman

By Abubakar Imam

O

ver the weekend, I was at Ile-Ife, the
acclaimed cradle of the Yoruba
people, for an event organised by
the Western Zone of the Ilorin Emirate
Descendants Progressive Union(IEDPU). Our
brothers, who converged on historic city from
allover the western part of Nigeria and the
Republic of Benin, asked yours sincerely a
question; Who is Prof. Gambari and what
should the people of Ilorin Emirate expect
from him as the Chief of Staff to President
Muhammadu Buhari?

think about the next election while a
statesman thinks about the next generation.
I assured them that Prof. Gambari would use
the office as expected. He would not do as
an *omoaijeoberiti ja eposaya* or those my
grandmother always described as
*alajejojaajehunomoninuoyunn*. I assured
them that he would discharge his
responsibilities as expected. I also expressed
the conviction that he would not be there
while Kwara State, and Ilorin Emirate in
particular ,is cheated out in the scheme of
things. I believed that my explanations were
well digested as all the participants ended up
praying for him to succeed beyond
expectations.

How could an ordinary son of a teacher like
myself be asked such an important question
about a superlative prince and a scholar of
international repute? Nevertheless, not to
disappoint my listeners I quickly tasked my
faculty and I remembered some of what I was Prof. Ibrahim Agboola Gambari, a seasoned
told about the celebrated scholar by those diplomat, political scientist, administrator and
international public servant, was born in Ilorin
who knew him to a greater extent.
on November 24,1944.He is a distinguished
I told the gathering all I knew but with an member of the Abdulsalam lineage of the
explanation that Prof. Gambari would work Alimi ruling dynasty of Ilorin. His father was
as a statesman rather than as a politician. Prince Muhammadu Laofe Shuaib Dan
What is the difference? A politician always Bawa, the District Head of Lanwa, Jebba and
page
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Bode-Saadu, from 1920 to 1956. His father was
the eldest son of the 7th Emir of Ilorin, Shaykh
Shuaib Dan Bawa who reigned from 1915 to
1919. Young Ibrahim received his Quranic
studies as every child of Ilorin Emirate origin of
his generation did. He was at the same time
enrolled as a pupil of the famous Ilorin United
School, Ilorin, when he was old enough to go
to school. He left the school for the Ilorin
Native Authority Primary School, Malete, in
1956 with his Certificate of Primary Education
of the erstwhile Northern Region. At Malete,
he was a contemporary to the second
republic Secretary to the Kwara State
Government, Alhaji AbdulRasheed Salman

proceeded to the elitist King's College, Lagos,
for his Higher School Certificate (HSC), which
he obtained in 1964. Prof. Gambari thereafter
traveled abroad and to the United Kingdom,
to be specific, for further studies. He trained at
the London School of Economics and Political
Science, University of London, England,
where he studied Political Science from 1965
to 1968 at the end of which he received his
Bachelor's Degree. He was also at the
University of Columbia, Morningside Heights,
New York, United States of America for his
Master's and Doctorate Degrees, which he
pursued and successfully accomplished
between 1968 and 1974.

PROFESSOR IBRAHIM GAMBARI

Alada (b.1938); and a retired Permanent
Secretary in the Kwara State civil service,
Alhaji Abdul Raheem Adebayo Yusuf
(A.A.Oju-Ekun) as well as the late Alhaji
Amasa Jiddah.
This outstanding patriot was also educated at
the then Provincial Secondary School (now
known as Government Secondary School),
Ilorin ,where he received his West African
School Certificate in flying colours in 1962.His
contemporaries included a former Head of
the Kwara State Civil Service Alhaji Mudi
Adebayo Gold(b.1942) ;a former
Commissioner for Education, late Alhaji
Abdullahi Babatunde Kasum and the Za'ana
of Ilorin, Engr. Yusuf Olanrewaju Sagaya,
OFR(b.1946) .In 1963, Prof. Gambari

This great Prince and renowned international
public servant commenced his brilliant
career as an Assistant Professor at the State
University of New York, Albany, New York,
United States of America where he taught
between 1974 and 1977.He thereafter
returned to Nigeria and took an appointment
as a Senior Lecturer at the Department of
Political Science, Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
where he taught from 1977 to 1983.While at
ABU, Prof. Gambari established International
Studies as a unit of the institution's
Department of Political Science, which
afforded him and others the privilege of
transmitting his vast knowledge as an highranking academic of the institution's Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences(FASS) to several
page
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author of several books and innumerable
articles and lectures that have been
published in reputable local, national and
international journals. Despite his long sojourn
abroad as a student, teacher , diplomat and
public servant, Prof. Gambari remains an
Ilorin man not only by his physique, tongue
and name but also in his disposition and
association. He was a prominent member of
the Ilorin Descendants Students Union (IDSU),
which is today called the Ilorin Emirate
Descendants Students Union(IESU) during his
days as a student. He was said to be a lecturer
whose doors were perpetually opened to all
students, particularly indigenes of Ilorin
Emirate who studied at the Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria, while he was a teacher at the
prestigious citadel of learning.
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Centre for Democracy and Good
Governance.
The multidimensional
contributions of Prof. Gambari here and there
to national and global development had
earned him several honours and awards at
home and abroad. He has been conferred
with several awards by many countries in
appreciation of his services and interventions
at critical episodes of their nationhood and
many honourary doctorate degrees from
renowned universities across the world. He is
also a recipient of the Commander of the
Federal Republic (CFR) by the Federal
Government of Nigeria, among others.

The question I want to ask is that how many of
type have we as a community? And since this
man, who, despite being blue-blooded,
attended public schools throughout the
Prof. Gambari is also a prominent member of course of his education in Nigeria, how many
the Ilorin Metropolitan Club and a member as of his type and quality can the present public
well as a good friend of the Ilorin Emirate school system produce?
Descendants Progressive Union (IEDPU); a
body whose events he has honoured with On behalf of the National President of the
personal appearances on many occasions. Ilorin Emirate Descendants Progressive Union,
Apart from being a distinguished member of Alhaji Aliyu Otta Uthman, fsi, and members of
the Ilorin Royal family, Prof. Gambari is also the Union across the world, I sincerely
the first Wambai of Ilorin but as an "humble congratulate this eminent pride of Ilorin as I
tiger" he does not go about singing his tigrude wish him many more decades of fruitful
(apologies to Prof. Wole Soyinka). Prof. service to Allah, the nation and humanity.
Gambari, who is married and blessed with
children, was appointed as the Chief of Staff Imam is National Publicity Secretary, Ilorin
to the President in 2020 and also the founder Emirate Descendants Progressive Union.
of an Abuja-based Savannah Research
page
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generations of students of the institution
many of whom are today outstanding
technocrats, celebrated academics and
distinguished statesmen working for national
and global peace, progress and prosperity as
their teacher and mentor.
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1989.He also served as the Resident Scholar,
Rockefeller Foundation, Bellagio Study and
Conference Centre, Italy in 1989. In 1990, Prof.
Gambari was appointed as the Nigerian
Permanent Representative to the United
Nations. He held the position till 1999.He
subsequently served as a Special Adviser on
African Conflict to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations on December 1,1999. In
2002,this great international public servant
was appointed as Under Secretary-General
and Special Adviser on African Affairs at the
United Nations Organisation. He held several
other appointments within the United Nations
system for several years until he returned
home after his retirement from the
international public service.

Prof. Gambari served as the Director-General
and Chief Executive of the Nigerian Institute
for International Affairs, Lagos, where he
worked towards the tenure of President
Shehu Usman Aliyu Shagari and the early
days of the Buhari/Idiagbon military
administration .In January, 1984,this humble
patriot was appointed the Honourable
Minister of External Affairs in then military
administration of Major-General
Muhammadu Buhari. He was a Minister
throughout the twenty-months tenure of that This great son of Ilorin was always ready and
willing to help his ancestral community and
administration.
state to grow. It was that conviction that
Sequel to the sack of the Buhari/Idiagbon compelled him to accept his appointment as
Regime in a palace coup and its the Chancellor of the Kwara State University,
replacement by another one led by General Malete. He also served as the Pro-Chancellor
Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida, Prof. Gambari and Chairman, Governing Council, Bayero
returned to his duties at the Department of University, Kano. A globally renowned
Political Science, Ahmadu Bello University, scholar, Prof. Gambari has delivered so many
where he was an Associate Professor. He was lectures on issues of contemporary
eventually promoted to the pinnacle of his significance across the world. He is also an
academic career as a Professor of Political
Science by that institution in 1986.He was on
HE WAS A MINISTER
the staff of the institution till 1989.He was also a
Visiting Professor at the School of Advanced
THROUGHOUT THE
International Studies, The John Hopkins
TWENTY-MONTHS TENURE
University, Washington DC, Howard University,
Georgetown University, Brookings Institute,
OF THAT ADMINISTRATION
United States of America from 1986 to
page
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MOMENT OF

DARKNESS

By: Olawale Asumoedu Agbola

T

ruth be told, once you repose It played, as a modern writer, Mrs. Webster,
confidence in people you rarely know has so ably shown, a definitely recognisable
their antecedents and you entrusted so part in the tragedy of the French Revolution.
much responsibility into their care, it may It has been the mainspring of every
spell doom if necessary caution are not duly subversive movement during the Nineteenth
taken. According to G.K Chesterton, if a man Century; and now at last this band of
extraordinary personalities from the
says (for instance) that men have a
underworld of the great cities of
conspiracy against him, you cannot
Europe and America have
dispute it except by saying that
MOMENT OF
all the men deny that they
gripped the Russian people
by the hair of their heads
are conspirators; which is
DARKNESS
and have become
exactly what conspirators
IS AN APPROPRIATE
would do.
practically the undisputed
masters of that enormous
CAPTION FOR THE
empire
(Winston Churchill)
His explanation covers the

ODDITIES THAT

facts as much as yours.
OCCURRED
From the days of
THE GERMANE ISSUES
Spartacus-Weishaupt to
RECENTLY
Moment of darkness is an
those of Karl Marx, and down
appropriate caption for the
to Trotsky (Russia), Bela Kun
oddities that occurred recently. A
(Hungary), Rosa Luxembourg
fiction above realities was the propeller
(Germany), and Emma Goldman (United that fuelled the tragedies, what a
States), this world-wide conspiracy for the contradiction!! Vast majority among the
overthrow of civilisation and for the youth population joined the bandwagon,
reconstitution of society on the basis of without even evaluating the consequences
a r r e s t e d d e v e l o p m e n t , o f e n v i o u s of their actions, they deepened the
malevolence, and impossible equality, has traumatic experience of innocent citizens
been steadily growing.
who are victims of criminalities.
page
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President
Muhammadu Buhari
Gov. Masari
Katsina State
Gov. Ganduje
Kano State

Hon. Rotimi Amaechi
Minister of Transportation

There is no justifiable reason for the
orchestrated machinations to throw the
Country into flames, under the guise of
populists' interest while they concealed their
innate motives for power shift from North to
South. The truth can't be concealed for too
long, only that the intensity of the damages
already caused by the deceits sold to the
misguided youth that carried out those
inhumane acts against the Police Officers,
Government Properties and Individuals,
created the moment of darkness.

The immodest behaviours of some Vice
Chancellors, Rectors, and Provosts hardly
get queried by Government for high
immoralities are crimes being perpetrated
by many of them. Malad ministration, Abuse
of Office, Mismanagement of Funds,
Employment Scam, Fraud, Admission
Racketeering, Results Manipulations and
several other crimes have derailed the good
cause in the Educational Institutions. These
menaces have become norms because the
Minister for Education and Commissioners of
Educations across all States are
unperturbed, how can the Youth be
properly guided.

It's crystal clear that President Muhammadu
Buhari was and stills the target of the plotters
of the upheavals. The President and his
genuine lovers should live above the denials,
those that have made up their minds not to
see any good in the administration of
President Muhammadu Buhari are leaving
no stone unturned to derail the good cause
of the administration, they are prepared for
the worse and ready for a complete
showdown.
Having succeeded in demoralising the
Police Force and blackmailed the Military
with the fraudulently packaged dramatic
propaganda termed " LEKKI MASSACRE"It
will be suicidal for the Government to be
complacent in addressing the multiple
consequences created by the #ENDSARS
Protesters, the escape route to avoid a
ruination is for the President to return to the
drawing board and achieve the
actualisation of his punctured Executive
Orders on Local Government Autonomy,
Autonomy of State House of Assemblies and
also lead the pursuit for a UNICAMERAL
LEGISLATURE in Nigeria.

Investors

THE CONSPIRACIES
It is an era of blackmail and wicked
propaganda by products of low education
without morals, which has been the oddity in
the Nigeria's Educational Sector since 1987
when 6-3-3-4 system of education took
effect. The social media platforms especially
Twitter, despite all the business opportunities
through networking, which is the bedrock of
social media, rather than stick to the positive
usage, the morally bankrupts ones among
the Youth abuse the platform to smear
images of public officials.
Once you offend the Twitter Champions, all
they do is to call you out through
propaganda and batter your image. It has
become their trade in stock and the same
platform was used to create social disorder
in Nigeria, hoping it would snowball into a
spring the way it happened in Tunisia and
Egypt. They fed people with misinformation
page
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Ooni of Ife
Oba Enitan Adeyeye
Ogunwusi

Vice President
Yemi Osinbajo
Traditional rulers

that once they create a social disorder for 30
days consistently, that the United Nation will
intervene and force President Muhammadu
Buhari to step down from office.

President
Muhammadu Buhari

place can best be expressed within the
context of mathematical violence. The
protesters laid siege on government
premises, blocked roads to deny other road
users from their fundamental human rights.

A barefaced deceit these liars used to
brainwash their gullible followers and the The conduct of the protesters led to loss of
unconscious innocent citizens that fell for revenue by government and targeted
their baits. This
places that could
s h o w e d h o w
frustrate the government
the President further
intellectually
to attack them, all these
directed the Ministers to
retarded majority of
pointed to the fact that
the Youth that
there
real intention was to
visit their States to
partook in the
persuade aggrieved citizens create anarchy and
protests were and it
make the Country
and give insights into the
calls for a serious
ungovernable. History
achievements of the
N a t i o n a l
has proved it rightly
administration
Reorientation
several times; that good
Exercise.
people in leadership
position are most times
The #ENDSARS Protesters claimed not to oblivious of the conspiracies against their
have leadership that could negotiate their positive strides and this most times came
demands with government, while they from people regarded as friends.
expected the government not to yield to
their demand for the dissolution of SARS, the When the President directed his cabinet
Inspector General of Police announced the members to defend the positive strides of his
dissolution of SARS but rather than back administration, that's a signal that many
down, they came with other coinage, among the cabinet members were actually
# E N D P O L I C E B R U T A L I T Y a n d not promoting the interest of the
#ENDBADGOVERNMENT. That sounds administration they are serving. Most
ridiculous and insulting to the sensibilities of recently, the President further directed the
sane Nigerians.
Ministers to visit their States to persuade
aggrieved citizens and give insights into the
The carnage, the inferno, the attack against achievements of the administration.
government facilities, the looting of private
business, warehouses and most pathetic, the The determination of the President to further
killings of Police Officers by hoodlums who provide solutions to the multitudes of
took advantage of the folly of the ill challenges confronting the Youth, majority
motivated protesters recently is a clear of them merely gathered their loyalists and
indication of low morals by the protesters. stakeholders in their respective States for a
The coordinated manners the protest took
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day town hall meetings, they didn't move
from locality to locality, communities to
communities to meet the aggrieved people,
they neither invited them to the town hall
meetings.
They have returned to their offices and they
will later give assurances to the President
that they have persuaded the people, this
call for serious concerns and attention of
genuine lieutenants
of the President who
are dedicated to the
smooth running of his
administration.
ROADMAP
LAWLESSNESS

TO

President
It's an indisputable
Muhammadu Buhari
f a c t
t h a t
Government derives
power from the
people and the power of the people can
make or mar personalities at the helms of
affairs of government. Among the liberties
offered to the people, inherent in
democratic norms and values, is the right to
peaceful protests. That people misconnect
liberty as license is pardonable, but
deliberately plotting sinister motives to
create upheavals in the polity has no other
qualification than, liberties veering into the
negative dimension.

The ultimate challenge to peace and
tranquility in Nigeria is disrespect for laws and
orders. This has ingrained deeply into the
society to a degree where misdemeanours,
abuse of rights and privileges, social
maladies by Nigerian Citizens with loud
voices, especially the political class and
celebrities, are seeing in good lights by their
cronies and allies. Recently, Nigeria
witnessed orchestrated plans by people of
enmeshed questionable characters. There
recent actions clearly exposed them as
agents' provocateurs in an unholy romance
with economic saboteurs.
After Nigerians rejected their ill-motivated
#REVOLUTION NOW bait, their machinations
to create instability on the ground of
increased Fuel Pump Price and Electricity
Tariff failed woefully. Sooner than imagine,

they repackaged their subterfuge in the
#ENDSARS Agitations, knowing full well that
some bad eggs in the dissolved SARS
plundered and pillage against innocent
Nigerians, in the cause of their self-serving
duties. All the excellent achievements of the
SARS in taming Armed Robberies across the
Country were downplayed. No doubt, there
were genuine cases of committal by the
bad eggs in SARS, and the dissolution reflects
how crime fights
back.
The ambivalence
that ensues finally
exposed the
underlying motives
of the lead actors in
the #ENDSARS
v
ainglorious
Former President
Olusegun Obasanjo
agitations. Internet
Scammers of
different degrees
and brainwashed hustlers visibly took centre
stage in the protests. Ordinarily, their real
plots to create nationwide chaos to attract
the attention of the International
Community could have been wished away,
but their crude plans to create social
disorder is a roadmap to full blown
lawlessness in Nigeria.
People must obey laws and orders, anything
contrary has dire consequences. The
conducts, actions and inactions of these
particular set of protesters, that have failed
to respect the facts that their agitation for
#ENDSARS has been fully addressed by the
competent authorities. SARS has already
been dissolved, what else? The Anchors of
these orchestrated plans to promote the
preponderance of crimes, rather than
conduct public enlightenment against
crimes, they have refused to caution their
allies involved in Yahoo Yahoo and other
heinous crimes regularly damaging the
good image of Nigeria and brainwashing
the unsuspecting members of the public to
tilt towards crimes, using the bait of “Get Rich
Or Die Trying” which is responsible for the GET
RICH QUICK SYNDROME bedeviling our
Societies.
The unwarranted rage has to be abated
immediately. Conscious people must resist
their attempted attempt to destabilize
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Nigeria. It's time for all lovers of Nigeria to SPECIAL OBSERVATION:
demand for decorum and resist their
conspiracy against the Security Agencies, Nevertheless, the Inspector General of
especially the Nigeria Police Force. Their Police – IGP Mohammed Abubakar Adamu,
contrivance is to demoralize the Officers of The Chief of Staff to the President – Professor
Nigeria Police Force to a degree where they I b r a h i m A g b o o l a G a m b a r i , t h e
will lose their confidence to
Administrative Officer to
even arrest any suspect, not
the President – Alhaji
The Inspector General Of
to talk of notorious criminals.
Abubakar Abdullahi
Police In Particular Has
Maikano, the Minister of
Been Working Round The
Well Meaning Nigerians
Police Affairs – Alhaji
should read their scripts very Clock To Rebuild The Image Mohammed Dingyadi
well, they want to batter the Of The Nigeria Police Force and a host of notable
i m a g e o f t h e p r e s e n t And Reposition The Agency eminent personalities
administration of President
For Optimal Productivity
and organizations such
Muhammadu Buhari,
as Alhaji Abubakar Musa
weaken the security
– an influential political
networks ( having failed through series of
veteran loyal to the administration, Citizens
wrong narratives against Nigeria by their
Actions for Good Governance led by their
International Collaborators, Amnesty
National Coordinator - Comrade Nazir
International… and) pitch the populace
Galadanchi have been meeting with
against government. #ENDSARS has been
rightly addressed and resolved, their further stakeholders across the Country to convince
grandstanding on the issue is repugnant, them on the efforts of government to
odious, odoriferous and should be regarded enhance good living for all Nigerians,
as a miasma which deserves to be repelled regardless of race, tribe or religion. The
with equal strength by Nigerians of good Inspector General of Police in particular has
values in order to bust their setout roadmap to been working round the clock to rebuild the
full blown lawlessness. Resist their ploys to image of the Nigeria Police Force and
cause uprising in Nigeria. Those that led reposition the agency for optimal
uprising in Libya and the onlookers are productivity. It already became glaring to all
that the plotters of #ENDSARS protests
regretting their actions now.
merely
used the inadequacies of some
GIRLS, NOT BRIDE
officers of the Nigeria Police Force as an alibi
to create serious upheavals in the polity.
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MEMORY LANE

consider is the fact that power belong to
God and that He enthrone whoever He
wishes at every point in time to lead the
people. There were insinuations that many
among the Political Class actually nursed
the negative thought that the President
would be incapacitated by ailments years
ago, but God the Healer miraculously
healed the President and became healthier
beyond their imaginations, that was when
they conceived the ideas of wicked
blackmails against the President and
despite their failure to achieve their evil plots
against his reelection bid, their gullible
followers still carry their hates in minds
against the President and sees nothing good
in all the giant strides of his administration.

At the peak of the turmoil, when bombs were
being detonated in different parts of Nigeria,
when nowhere was safe, the political class
opposed to the continuity of national
maladies saw the essential need for a
change of government through a
democratic process and that was achieved
through the ballots. The fantastic qualities
and heroic antecedents of President
Muhammadu Buhari fetched him the Office
of the President, Federal Republic of Nigeria
but clinging the seat through the support of
Pretentious Nationalists mistaken as patriots
eventually served as leeway for conspiracy
against him as these pseudo nationalists
openly and secretly plotted series of
machinations against his administration.
Nursing an ambition to achieve a positive
feat and the pursuance of it, in modest way
and without violence of any kind is an ideal
But for the Grace of the Almighty God, the tenet that command respect, but ploys and
resilience of his genuine supporters and core machinations to achieve a goal through
party leaders that stood their ground, he won crookedness and conspiracies constitute
a reelection bid and still the President of threat to collective good of other people in
Nigeria. Majority of those pretentious the societies. It has happened more time
nationalists that pretended to be his friends in than imagined, that the conspirators are
2015 have deserted him, while those of them close allies, which makes it easy for them to
holding forth either serving under his cover their track of evil plots, while they
administration or at one strategic position in make the person they conspired against not
the ruling party are plotting secretly against to see them as the dangerous plotters of the
themselves in the bid to succeed him in 2023. conspiracies.
What majority of Nigerian Politicians rarely
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It takes extraordinary consciousness to
discover the enemies within someone
household, especially in politics. It will
amount to self inflicted violence, for
President Muhammadu Buhari and his
genuine lieutenants to continue to ignore the
conspiracies against the administration;
especially by key personalities they mistook
as well wishers.

claim that Palliatives worth Billions of Naira
was provided to Nigerians by the Federal
Government through her office, her image
was disparaged for speaking the truth,
unknown to all that those with duties to
distribute the palliatives to the populace
hoarded them for either personal glory or
sabotage. Those who believe in conspiracy
theories will easily smell sabotage in the
actions of those that hide the palliatives and
r e f u s e d t o
Majority among
distribute
them to
the political class in
t
h
e
p
o
or as
Nigeria, especially
directed by the
the influential
F
e d e r a l
Politicians from
G
o
vernment.
Southern Part of
Whether
hoodlums
the Country, have
Governor Zulum of
or protesters, angry
been scheming to
Borno State
y
outh threw
succeed President
decency
into the
President Muhammadu Buhari
Muhammadu
w
i
n
d
s
,
they
Buhari in office
claimed hunger
come 2023. They
a
nd anger as
have been playing to the gallery before their
reasons
for
their
condemnable
act of looting
people at all fronts and the #ENDSARS
Protest that enveloped the air with of people's properties aftermath of
unimaginable tension clearly exposed their #ENDSARS Agitations, their actions have no
machinations against the President whom justification but it vindicated President
they pretend to love, whereas, they have Muhammadu Buhari and clearly indicted
most of the Governors across the Country.
different ploys against his success in office.

The Minister of Humanitarian Affairs, Disaster
Management and Social Development,
Hajia Saddiya Farouq was vilified for her

As a focus on Youth Empowerment, the N
Power Scheme has operated for more than
three years and provided succor for many
homes, recently, the President approved
774,000 special works scheme & 10 Billion
Nigeria Youth Investment Fund. Countless
numbers of Nigerians are beneficiaries of the
CBN Anchor Borrowers Scheme and many
applicants are receiving as much as three to
ten million naira agricultural loan through the
NISRAL, how best could have the President
addressed shown love and respect for the
welfare of Nigeria Youth other than all these
available provisions?

the President approved
774,000 special works
scheme & 10 Billion
Nigeria Youth
Investment Fund

Of course, the President won't get applause
for all these gestures because of the
conspiracies against him by the conspirators.
They have succeeded in brainwashing the a
section of youth population against the
President, they have lied to them that the
Federal Government is not capable of
securing their lives and properties, they have
deceived them that the present Federal

Despite the prospect of the social investment
programmes of the present administration
through different Intervention Funds through
Federal Government Agencies and the
State Governors, the highest in the history of
Nigeria, the administration is still being
portrayed badly even by those who are
direct beneficiaries of the benevolence of
the Federal Government of Nigeria.
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Senator Ahmed Lawan
Senate President

Structure is not helpful to guarantee them a
brighter future, they have portrayed the
President as an ignoramus that lacked basic
knowledge of governance and for every
good of President Muhammadu Buhari to
alleviate the sufferings of Nigerians, those his
administration inherited and the ones
created by the pandemic, they use the
pontificating crooks to malign the image of
the President on social media, unfortunately,
majority of the people appointed to
promote the administration's
giant strides are
The Almajiris
scared of cyber bully, hence a free season
for the President's detractors.
THE PRETENDERS
The Nigeria Governors Forum led by the Ekiti
State Governor – Dr Kayode Fayemi and the
National Assembly led by the Senator
Ahmed Lawan, the Senate President are the
major pretenders with false claims of loyalty
to the current structures of the Country. The
Governors have accord against the Federal
Government in their quest for State Police
and the South West Governors already put
that to test and trial through the South West
Security Network launched in February, 2020.
The build up to the agitations against the
Police Force occurred as a result of the
narratives projected against SARS on the
floor of the Senate earlier this year by Senator
Remi Tinubu and supported by the Senate,
where they called for the dissolution of SARS.
The Statements of both the Speaker of the

Federal House of Representatives and the
Senate President have shown that they are
playing to the gallery, for the Youth to see
them differently and pass the bulk of blames
on President Muhammadu Buhari. Rather
than caution the Youth against
reoccurrence of vandalism, arson and
attacks of Police Officers, the Senate
President has pat the Youth on their backs as
he expressed the possibilities of another
Youth' unrest.
BRIDE
Also of note was the creationCHILD
of AMOTEKUN
by the South West Governors as alternative
Security Platform to the Nigeria Police Force.
The Governor of Ondo State who
spearheaded the process craftily did to ease
his reelection bid, despite the existence of
the Federal Government Community Police
Initiative which the Governors have
continued to tactically oppose, simply for
their desires to be in control of security
apparatus at their respective States.

If President Muhammadu Buhari really want
to escape the conspiracies against his
administration, he cannot continue to
tolerate the deceitful tendencies of the
State Governors, majority of them are
mismanaging the resources of their States
and still blackmail the President behind the
curtain when with their loyalists, and the
attendant effect of their calculated
attempts to make the populace see the
President in bad light is the rage against the
administration of President Muhammadu
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President Muhammadu Buhari with State Governors of Kaduna, Kano, Kogi..

Buhari. The Platform of the Nigeria Governors
Forum hatched the conspiracies against the
President Goodluck Jonathan's
administration for political reasons and this
present administration should observe the
obvious and understand that President
Muhammadu Buhari is equally not immune
against the machinations of the Nigeria
Governors Forum.
THE ESCAPE ROUTE
President Muhamamdu Buhari should strive
further to ensure his legacies outlive
generation to come by ensuring that he
records his name as the Nigerian Leader that
made the seemingly impossible changes in
the polity possible. There are three major
gaffes affecting a systemic change in
Nigeria and only the President can really rally
the required numbers to achieve the
changes.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTONOMY:
Local Government Autonomy is very
significant to the grassroots administration.
Through this underrated tier of government,
the downtrodden in the societies can be
well catered for, especially through
Agriculture. Most roads that lead to
farmlands and rural communities are under
the Exclusive Authorities of the Local
Government Administration. If the Full
Autonomy of the Local Government

becomes operational, new lease of lives will
be witnessed across the Country.
The fact that the already signed Executive
Order by the President in this regard was
punctured by the Governors is enough as
facts to substantiate the pretence of the
State Governors. It is an open fact that most
Governors want to continue to dictate the
affairs of their States in proxies after the
expiration of their terms of offices. They
abused the Local Government
Administration to build loyalists that can do
their bids after leaving offices which account
for their reasons to manipulate the electoral
process through State Independent
Electoral Commission that conducts the
Local Governments Elections and hardly
does an opposition party wins in such
elections.
The situation also account for the abuse of
the Joint Account operational in most States
of the Federation and there is no two ways
about it, if Nigeria will continue with our
present style of Government, we have to
return to the 1999 era, when Local
Government Elections was conducted by
the INEC and supervised by the Federal
Government. The issue with this has to do
with true federalism but with the behaviours
of most Governors, it's crystal clear that the
constitution review has to address this issue
holistically, what's the essence of true
page
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federalism when the State Governments
oppresses the Local Governments.
STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLIES AUTONOMY
In the last one year, we have witnessed
removal of Speakers of State House of
Assemblies in Kaduna State, Imo State and
Edo State on trumped up allegations
orchestrated by the loyalists of the State
Governors of those State States. Most other
States have witnessed similar scenarios in the
past, simply because the Executive Arm of
the States sees the Assembly Members as
cronies that shouldn't query their actions.
Check and Balances don't exist in most
States, the Executive dictates whatever
please them and the Assembly must ratify
the proposals without delays. All these will
continue to occur except until the State
Assemblies have Independence.
UNICAMERAL LEGISLATURE
Not just the exorbitantly extortionate cost of
governance but the duplication of duties

The
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and multiplication of responsibilities, which is
not different from MATHEMATICAL
VIOLENCE. Does Nigeria need to continue
with the ill motivated BI CAMERAL
LEGISLATURE? Behold, if we elect
conscientious Nigerians who are responsible
into seats of authority, we don't really need
the essence of concurrence, which the bi
cameral legislature stands for, it only exist to
protect the President against indiscriminate
threat from the Legislative Arm of the
Government as recently witnessed in
America recently. The House of
Representatives impeached President
Trump but the Senate refused a
CONCURRENCE, which invalidated his
removal from office, that's the major function
of BI CAMERAL LEGISLATURE.
It is true that we operate a Presidential
System of Government just like America, but
we don't operate their style of FEDERALISM,
then, if we can't operate their style of
Federalism, there is no point maintaining a bi
cameral legislature at the federal level, it's a
contradiction.
If we review the Constitution of Nigeria today
and achieve the above three cardinal

..the duplication of duties and
multiplication of responsibilities,
which is not different from
MATHEMATICAL VIOLENCE..
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NIGERIAN YOUTHS;

OUR FUTURE BLINKS
By: Dada Blessing

"Parents listen to your children, we are the
LEADERS OF TOMORROW, try to pay our school
fee, and give us sound education". We grew up
chanting excitedly with all
the zeal in us this age long
rhyme as we march into
our respective classes.
Some parents headed this
call, paid our school fee
and gave us the SOUND
EDUCATION our young
mind clamoured for.

meaningfully to the growth and
development of her youths.

Nigeria is a largely
populated Country with
nearly half of her
population comprising of
youths. The future of any
Country is solely
dependent on her youths.
But what becomes of such
youths who are besieged
Mallam Adamu Adamu
by
myriads of societal and
Minister of Education
moral decadence
A pertinent question to ask
ranging from cultism, drug
is; have youths really
become the much acclaimed LEADERS OF addiction, homosexuality and what have
TOMORROW? The existence of youths in any you? The youthful age is considered as the
given society is highly germane and most crucial stage in the life of man being
indispensable. Mother hen and father cock a time when life decisions are made and a
cannot expect their genealogy to continue time to harness potentials and set life
after their demise without mating to hatch goals.
PROPER CHICKS. So also, any society that will
not go into extinction after the expiration of the In the past years, Nigerian youths played
life span of her leaders should contribute significant roles that led to economic,
commercial, political, social
advancement to mention but few in the
Nigeria is a largely populated
country. Most of the Nationalists who
Country with nearly half of her
agitated for Nigeria Independence were
population comprising of youths youths in their mid 30s whose heroic and
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Prof. Abubakar Adamu Rasheed
The Executive Secretary, NUC

remarkable efforts birthed Nigeria's
independence from the British
administrators. These youthful heroes
maximized effectively the leadership
positions entrusted to them to bring about
the Nigeria of their dream. Their heroic
deeds are indelibly inscribed in the sand of
time, never to be forgotten.
Unfortunately today, the story is
considerably different unlike the former
days. Today's youths have been ensnared
by youthful delinquencies like drug
addiction, internet fraud, cultism,
hooliganism, homo-sexuality, rape et cetera
et cetera that is hampering the
development and rating of our country in
the world system.
An average present day youth who is not a
consumer of hard drugs like Codeine,
Refnol, Shisha etc is considered "OLD
SCHOOL" by his peers just like Chief
Ebenezer Obey's line in one of his oldies
"TIWON BANI KILON MU, TOBANI COCA
COLA, WON ANI KOMAIYE JE, JEDI- JEDI
LOMA PA". (When a young man is asked
what he should be offered at a bar and he
requested for Coca- cola, he will be jeered
by his peers of dying from pile). Each corner
of the streets is filled with SCIENCE STUDENTS
(our supposed leaders of tomorrow) mixing
and drinking shots of CHEMICALS and
thereafter goes on an exploiting and
terrorizing spree to commuters and the
neighborhood.

"The youths are the hope of the future" (Jose
Rizal). But it is saddening that the supposed
'HOPE OF THE FUTURE' are not seeing anything
worthwhile about the future, talk more of
taking actions to bring to fruition this desired
future instead they are concerned with
frivolous and delinquent acts that is dragging
the name of the society in the mud and
demoralizing our value system.
Nigeria is plagued with all sorts of problems
most of which are as a result of the alarming
rate of moral decadence in the country. Our
value system has been seriously maimed by
the rate of moral recklessness of our youths. If
the youths will truly be the leaders of tomorrow
as claimed, something needs to be done to
curb this dysfunctional siege that has
ensnared the youths.
"After chasing away the hawk that is bent on
catching mother hen's chick for its dinner, it is
important to also chastise mother hen for
allowing her chicks to roam aimlessly" Nigerian
Government on their part have not done
exceedingly well enough, sanctions are not
imposed on erring administrators of Schools.
Educational Institutions which are a high
determinant in the development of the
country are being neglected. Some of our
educational institutions are nothing but
eyesores. Students learn in dilapidated, harsh
and not too conducive facilities yet the
Government seems unperturbed. Many
youths roam the streets aimlessly without
attending school due to financial incapability
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and some of their own volition. The few ones
who are opportune to attend school learn
under these unfavourable conditions and
we seem unperturbed?

his society. Many parents have failed in this
regard by leaving the care and upbringing
of their children in the hands of caregivers
and teachers whose hands may be filled with
other responsibilities to attend to and
According to Erasmus,"The main hope of a therefore not be able to give the necessary
nation lies in the proper education of its and proper upbringing to these children.
youths". If youths will truly be the 'leaders of
tomorrow' there's need for a revamp of our Most parents, fathers especially are so
already dilapidating educational system to concerned with their means of livelihood
meaningfully impart the desired knowledge that the proper training needed to be given
into the youths to achieve the desired effect. to their children are neglected at the peril of
The youths are being used as tools of these children who sometimes grow up
destruction in the society by the BIG WIGS. without being taught the necessary
They are used as political hirelings to cause prerequisites of rightful living and get swayed

mayhem in the society especially during by youthful exuberance to eventually
elections. Is this how our youths will become become miscreants terrorizing the peace of
the supposed LEADERS OF TOMORROW?
the society.
Someone recently share a post which read
thus; "If you are a thug to a politician, tell him
you want to marry his daughter. His response
is a reflection of who you are to him" I doubt if
such response would be the affirmative,
because no one would want to become an
In-law to a 'futureless hireling'. This is to prove
that the love bestowed on a chicken by its
owner is never intentional but to nourish it till it
becomes edible. He would rather give his
daughter's hand in marriage to one of the
sons of his political clique. This is a pointer to
youths to see themselves beyond being used
as tools of insubordination, but be
determined to do away with such and live
meaningful life that will contribute immensely
to the betterment of our Country Nigeria.

If these delinquent acts are allowed to
continue, then it is needless to say that, the
hope and future of Nigerian youths as the
LEADERS OF TOMORROW is blinking like a
lamp in the midst of a whirlwind.
The society at large; the Government, and
the family have all failed in the pursuance of
a radiant future for our youths. Both parties
have a fair share of blame. However, all
hope is not lost; there is still hope for a tree
whose trunk has been hewed but its roots
intact. It can be resuscitated with few drops
of rainfall. The spate of delinquent
behaviours among youths can still be
abated if the following proffered suggestions
will be taken into consideration.

The family is the first agent of socialization Youths should see themselves as instruments
where a child receives first hand learning on of reformation of our dear country and not
how to become a well meaning individual of that of destruction. They should see
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President Muhammadu Buhari with NANS Leaders

themselves as the only antidote to our
already demoralized value system. They
should rise up to the challenge of making
Nigeria; our country a haven of peace,
security and tranquility.
"Change they say begins with you". In the
words of Mahatma Gandhi, he said; "Be the
change that you wish to see in the world".
Youths should not expect Government alone
to make the desired change but should also
play effectively their role in thecomplete
eradication of these delinquent behaviours
that has captivated Nigerian youths.
Governments on their part are not also left
out of this reformation move.
Quoting
Franklin D. Roosevelt, "We cannot always
build the future for our youth, but we can
build our youth for the future". Youths should
be empowered intellectually, economically,
financially to be independent and self
reliant. If youths are gainfully engaged, this
will to a great extent cause a massive decline
in the delinquent acts perpetrated by them.
An idle hand is said to be the devil's
workshop. It is not only his workshop but his
permanent residence. When youths are
meaningfully engaged and allowed active
participation in the affairs of the society, they
tend to likely contribute tremendously to the
development of the society.
There should also be a hand of sense of
belonging stretched towards the youths by
the Government. Abraham Maslow in his
theory of the hierarchy of needs never left

love and belongingness out of his highlighted
needs. The arm of love and belongingness
should not be stretched towards particular
sets of youths in the society but for ALL. The
"not too young to rule" law should not be on
some unattainable stipulated criterion for
eligibility to participate, it should be a "free for
all" enactment.
Parents; the first agents of socialization
should see to the proper upbringing of their
children to become meaningful individuals
and not a bone in the neck of the society.
Children should be taught high moral
standards that will contribute immensely to
the society. They should be taught to love
their society with all their heart, seek her good
and not her downfall by disturbing the peace
of the society through delinquent behaviours
that hamper her the societal growth,
development and rating among member
countries. Decisively, the aforementioned
proffered suggestions if painstakingly
considered and implemented will give a ray
of hope to the blinking future of Nigerian
youths.

DADA BLESSING
08100336879
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THE CHRONICLE OF

OLORIEGBE'S RISE TO STARDOM
By: Bolaji Aladie

Dr. Ibrahim Yahaya Oloriegbe
Kwara Central Senator

D

r. Ibrahim Yahaya Oloriegbe was born of Medicine, Bachelor of Surgery Degree
on the 12th day of November 1960 to (MB.BS). He had distinctions in Human
the family of the late Alhaji Yahaya Physiology, Biochemistry, Community
Oloriegbe and Late Hajia Hafsat Oloriegbe. Medicine, and Laboratory Medicine.
His dad was a notable
He had further training in Health
businessman dealing in
system Analysis, Change
textile materials in Ilorin and
management, and Health
the then Kwara State that
Services Management. He
spread to the present Kogi
completed a Master of Science
and Niger State. His late dad
in consulting and coaching for
was a community leader
change, (an Executive
with much influence and he
program jointly run by the
raised his children, Ibrahim
University of Oxford, U.K, and
inclusive in a way typical of
HEC Business School, Paris) in
an Ilorin successful
October 2006.
businessman - knowing the
Dr. Ibrahim Yahaya Oloriegbe
value of education and
Kwara Central Senator
community development
service.
PROFESSIONAL CAREER
EDUCATION
Ibrahim Oloriegbe attended Alore LGEA
School, Oke-Apomu, and Ansarul Islam
Secondary School where he graduated with
flying color as the best graduating student of
the school in 1979.
He proceeded to Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria and graduated in 1985 with a Bachelor

Oloriegbe had practiced as a clinician in
the Nigeria Health Sector since 1985. He had
worked in both the public and private
sectors.
In 1985, he started his medical career at
Ahmadu Bello University Teaching Hospital,
and in 1986, his service was engaged at the
University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital (UITH).
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From 1986-1987, He was made the Medical
Officer of National Drugs Manufacturer in Kano
and between 1987-1991 he became a
medical officer for Al-Barka Clinic and
Maternity in Kano and metamorphosed to
Medical Director of the same clinic between
1992-1993 and later became the helmsman of
the clinic between 1993-1994.
He had been in the leadership of the Nigerian
Medical Association (NMA), Association of
General and Private Medical Practitioners of
Nigeria (AGPMPN), and Guild of Medical
Directors (GMD). He was the secretaryGeneral of NMA in Kano (1991-1994), during
which he was a member of the National
Executive Council of NMA. He was also the
secretary of Kano AGPMPN and GMD
between 1992 and 1994, and later a principal
medical officer in the University Of Ilorin
Teaching Hospital.

a track record of productive engagements
with various global bodies.
Oloriegbe was an active participant in
student unionism when he was in the
University. He had opportunities to serve as
a member of the Students Representative
Council (SRC) as well as executive member
of the Ilorin Students Union National
Headquarters. The experiences garnered
from these positions and the passion to
serve the interest of his people spurred him
to join active politics in the '90s. In 1997, he
contested and won the seat of Honourable
Member of the Kwara State House of
Assembly representing the people of Ilorin
North West Constituency before he later recontested and was elected a member of
the Kwara State House of Assembly under
the defunct All Peoples Party (APP) in 1999.
He was appointed the majority leader,
Chairman House Committee on Health and
House Committee on Local Government
from 1999-2003.

In 1995, He established his hospital named
Oloriegbe Clinic and Maternity and which has
now transmuted to Gold Standard Medical
Laboratory situated along Muritala way, Ilorin.
After his party lost its re-election bid in 2003
which brought his engagement with public
He once established the sachet water industry offices to a halt, he left to take various
(Hassy Water), at a time when the number of e n g a g e m e n t a s a c o n s u l t a n t f o r
the industry was infinitesimal in the state. This multinational organizations. Maybe for this
pointed to the fact that Oloriegbe believed so reason or others that took him off the
much in Ilorin development, unlike some well- political scenes, it made some people think
to-do individuals who would not find their his rise to stardom began with Senatorial
hometown good enough for investment.
seat victory.

POLITICAL CAREER
It must be established that Dr. Ibrahim
Oloriegbe's success story did not begin with a
public office or winning his senatorial election
in 2019 as some might be insinuating just
because he chooses to live a quiet life. He has
been an outstanding medical practitioner with

Long before 2019, he was a member of the
Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) and also
contested for the Kwara Central's Senatorial
Election under the party against Bukola
Saraki in 2011, who was then Governor of
Kwara State. Verdicts had it that he won the
elections but Saraki was declared the
winner and the rest, they say is history.
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On February 23, 2019, in the Kwara Central
Senatorial district election, He was elected
Senator for Kwara Central senatorial district
under the platform of All Progressives
Congress (APC) defeating the incumbent
occupier of the seat and the then-Senate
President of the 8th Senate, Dr. Bukola Saraki.
Presently he occupies the chairmanship
position of Senate Committee on Health and
Vice Chairman Senate Committee on NGOs
and Diaspora. Since his inauguration on the
11th of June 2019, he has remained one of
the most vibrant Senators, especially
amongst the first-timers. He moved the first
motion in the history of the 9th Senate
focusing on the need to provide adequate
security at airports across the country. He has
sponsored 8 bills which include the National
Health Insurance Scheme and Mental
Health Bills, aside from several motions of
National importance.
Sen. Oloriegbe is an unassuming character,
a silent achiever that doesn't fancy publicity
especially when it comes to what he is doing
to assist people around him. Despite being
versed in a foreign language, Senator
Oloriegbe prefers conversing in his mother

tongue which he speaks effortlessly with
better elocution especially when he is
amongst his kinsmen.
What distinguished Sen. Oloriegbe amongst
others aside from the fact that he was born
and bred in Ilorin, he is married to an Ilorin
woman and all his married children thus far
wedded to Ilorin sons and daughter.
Perhaps, his umbilical connections to the
town allowed him to know virtually all nooks
and crannies and made it easier for him to
connect freely to the people at the
grassroots.
Oloriegbe clocks 60th recently, a milestone
worth flamboyancy and display of
ostentation considering his present status as
a Federal Lawmaker, yet went on a low-key
celebration as if nothing happened. It is
nothing but an attestation of the fact that
the public glare is not of a fancy to him but
what he is making out of it for his people.
The rise of Sen. Oloriegbe to stardom and the
way he is managing it is indeed an
exemplary lesson for the younger
generations.

Sen. Oloriegbe is an unassuming character,
a silent achiever that doesn't fancy publicity
especially when it comes to what he is doing
to assist people around him
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Oloriegbe @60
THE MAN WHO STANDS TWICE AS TALL.
By: Yusuph Mutiu Olaitan

Dr. Ibrahim Yahaya Oloriegbe
Kwara Central Senator

Senator Lola Ashiru
Kwara South Senator

Pharmacist Umar Suleiman Sodiq
Kwara North Senator

J

ust this morning, I continued with my daily
dosage of listening to the self acclaimed
African Giant, Burna boy's fifth studio
album, Twice as Tall. It was a track titled Real
life where he featured an American rapper
Stormzy, the part that got me was "The way
you don dey move I no dey like am,
somebody want to wear the shoe wey no size
am". (Pardon me for going vernacular but that
was how Burna put it). The line isn't so
spectacular but it detailed the happenings
that unfolded in Kwara, early 2019. Sen.
Abubakar Bukola Saraki was the Senator
representing Kwara Central at the red
chamber for the second term. Only people
with the required wherewithal can be in the
red chamber for that long. ABS was stronger
than what you can imagine. He was also the
President of the Senate. What a powerful
individual. To unseat someone as powerful as
that, you have to be Twice as Tall!

The line isn't so spectacular
but it detailed the happenings
that unfolded in Kwara,
early 2019

For sixteen years, Kwarans were at the
mercies of Saraki, he decides who does
what, what worth who, who deserves what.
Kwarans lived like that until 2019 when they
felt it was becoming unbearable, they
couldn't cope any longer. His appetites
were becoming too public. He wouldn't
bulge. Hence, the line from Burna boy
came into play "The way you don dey
move we no dey like am". It was too late,
ABS had so much luxury, gallivanting that
he could get away with anything. Kwarans,
particularly people from the Emirates were
waiting patiently to strike him with their
thumbs. As it were, APC was the strongest
opposition, either by omission or
commission, Alh. Ibrahim Yahya Oloriegbe
emerged as the flag bearer of the party. He
was to run against one of the three
strongest politicians in the land, I do not
know what indices any analyst will employ
to rate them, ABS wasn't even the number
three on the list, he may be the strongest or
the first runner up. He's that powerful!

Oloriegbe was to dislodge a demagogue.
And that was where the second line in that
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Cross Section of Well Wishers at Dr. Oloriegbe’s 60th Birthday Ceremony

Burna boy's track came into play "Somebody
wants to wear the shoe wey no size am."
Here, the lines came with two interpretations,
there are a set of people who believed
Oloriegbe wasn't capable of defeating ABS
in the poll because 2019 was not the first time
the two men would come to a face-off in an
election. There was a contest between them
in 2011 where ABS thumped Oloriegbe. The
contest was one way, forget what the
apologists would say, it was a thumping,
hands down! Those with that notion had a
good basis but... We'll come to that!

There was also a part of the populace who
believed that even if Oloriegbe defeated
ABS, would he rise to give more than what
Kwarans witnessed in the breakout years of
ABS? They were objectively right, too. And
again, one will be forced to echo Burna boy
and sing "Somebody wants to wear the shoe
wey no size am". The election came and
went. People from the Emirate shamed the
devil by voting massively for Oloriegbe
against the predictions of some shamans
and analysts. And the rest, as they say, is
history.Almost two years since the
emergence of Oloriegebe, is he filling the
shoes very well? Yes, I would say. Perfectly
well, he's filling it. I'm not so blessed with the

There was a contest
between them in 2011
where ABS thumped
Oloriegbe

Dr. Ibrahim Yahaya Oloriegbe
Kwara Central Senator

influx of time to discuss the achievements of
Oloriegbe, even though Covid19 which
brought the whole of the world to its knees for
many months at the beginning of his
resumption at the upper chamber was
enough an excuse no one could contest,
especially if you're not bitter-enders.

Some people might play down the feats of
Oloriegbe since he was elected maybe
because they were not informed or because
they were part of those who felt " He wanted
to wear shoe wey no size am" forgetting that
the Medical Doctor turned politician had
garnered the necessary experience needed
to fill in any shoes that has to do with
representation, legislation which are the
core functions of any legislator when he was
voted the majority leader of the house at the
Kwara State House of Assembly at the return
of Democracy in 1999 before he lost the
reelection bid in 2003.

At the resumption of Oloriegbe to the Senate
in 2019, Naysayers across Kwara Central
referred to him as "Number 109" senator, just
to make a mockery of the people who voted
him against the "Number 1" Senator in the
country as of then. He resumed as a
greenhorn but hope was restored in the
hearts of the teeming Kwara Central
populace when he was made the Chairman
Senate Committee on Health. Only people
with great ability will be selected for such a
task. Health, they say, is wealth! Kwara
Central people were optimistic, indeed, we
have sent a worthy personality to represent
us!
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Few weeks as the Chairman Senate
Committee on Health come COVID-19, we
as his constituents couldn't be prouder. Our
Senator was up and doing. He was showing
up whenever and wherever he was needed.
Oloriegbe was sensitizing the public. Since it
was agreed that the greatest enemy Covid19 had was sensitization and re-sensitization
which Oloriegbe gave his Constituents and
the Country at large. Away from the
sensitization, Covid19 didn't only send
people to heaven; it sent some business into
liquidation, but who was to come to our
rescue? Oloriegbe of course!
Politicians across the land shared palliatives
to cushion the effects of the pandemic, and

looking like a city that was just coming out of
a battle. It was that terrible. Houses were
unroofed, shops were leveled, businesses
were flooded, and the destructions were
more than I could explain. Victims nearly
turned the destructions into a competition
where people with minimum damage to
their property were rejoicing. People with
absolute damage were happy that their lives
weren't lost. There was a confirmation that
the thunderstorm claimed a life. May we
ever not see such dreadful escapade again!
The mark of covid19 was ostensibly written on
all populace, and here came another
malady that needed the quickest of
intervention. As a people, who do we look up
to in such a terrible but one-off situation?

Dignitaries at Dr. Oloriegbe’s 60th Birthday Ceremony

so was our Senator, He didn't only share for
the sake of it but he did to touch lives, rescue
business, and more. He's surely filling in the
shoes! No doubt, Covid19 is a macabre that
would live in the hearts and minds of the
human race for the impact it played/playing
in our world, so was a night in the heart of
everybody from Kwara central. A night that
was horrible, terrific, terrible, and
intimidating. We thought it was rain as usual
but we were very wrong. It was a rain that
unleashed horrors throughout the town. We
were to witness one of the worst
thunderstorms in the city. The thunderstorm
lasted for an hour but it left the city with
destructions that would take more than a
month to salvage.
There was no community in the city that
didn't suffer from the thunderstorm; a trip
around the town the next morning, Ilorin was

Government! Absolutely! The federal
government was up and running, the State
government was very much on the spot too,
Kudos. Then come a man the naysayers
doubted so much with the thought that
"Somebody wants to wear the shoe wey no
size am".What other Senators did for their
various constituencies is what I wouldn't
know. Or what I wouldn't give so much
attention. But the Peoples' Senator, as usual,
turned up for the people of Kwara Central
with Building materials which included
Roofing sheets, Planks, Blocks, Nails, and all
that was needed. Furthermore, the gentle
Oloriegbe made it easy for the victims by
accompanying every material that was
delivered with some amounts of cash
needed to settle the wages of the laborers
after the rehabilitation.
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Dr. Oloriegbe and his Beautiful Wife

going forward in rescuing the populace from
the havoc of the thunderstorm, Oloriegbe
was seen following the materials to where
they were needed, he made sure every
material bought were delivered to the real
victims. That, I was a witness, for this writer saw
Oloriegbe in one of those Nights in Adeta
area of Adewole monitoring the distribution
to the victims, that was the man they thought
couldn't fill the shoes. In fact" The way he dey
move we dey like am" (A paraphrase of the
way you don dey move I no dey like am by
Burna boy)

A few weeks ago, Oloriegbe through the
Zonal Intervention Program empowered
p eop l e from hi s consti tuency . The
Empowerment includes; Laptops, Hairdryers,
Garri productions, and other gadgets.
People from another side of the divide were
so critical of such empowerment especially
the garri productions part, where the

The empowerment
in each constituency
across the Nation
was variegated

beneficiaries were taught how to make Garri
and received tubers of Cassava at the upper
end of the exercise. That, to them, was not
worth it, but little did they know that a large
chunk of people lives on Garri production in
the state, hence, the initiation of such a
program. Since every Senator in the Country
was expected to take the exercise to their
various constituencies, the empowerment in
each constituency across the Nation was
variegated. Some senators empowered their
constituents with Transistor radios, some with
Rechargeable torchlights. And many more
things that aren't productive. Who says
Oloriegbe couldn't fill the shoes he was given!

Oloriegbe as a multidimensional man isn't
allowing the multiple poverty alleviation
programs he's negatively championing to
effects the legislative work he is saddled with.
How else do I explain his vast contributions at
the upper chamber when in less than two
years at the house he had sponsored six bills!
Yes, six! Within, he moved eleven motions and
personal explanations. He didn't stop at that.
Oloriegbe in his first year at the senate
cosponsored fifteen motions. Wow! Just
wow!In other parts of the Country, the feats
mentioned above may not be worthy of a
celebration but here, we can throw a
jamboree, it's worth it. Why? Because among
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Dr. Oloriegbe With Dignitaries at 60th Birthday Ceremony

his predecessors, none of them gave
something as assuring as what Oloriegbe
gave in their first year! The shoes they
naively believed he wouldn't fill, the
Medical Doctor is filling it effortlessly well!

If this writer who isn't so much politically
inclined has got so much information about
the interventions Oloriegbe has made,
imagine what the politically inclined
people would have on their hands. If this
writer could get so much informed about
the moves of a Senator that doesn't give so
much of his time for publicity, I wonder what
I would have been able to put up in this
writing if Oloriegbe had been someone in
love with publicity. A confirmation of how
he doesn't give so much to publicity was his
60th birthday, just last week.

It was what we referred to as the "Lowkey"
permitted to borrow the street parlance.
Ever before we witnessed the emergence
of Oloriegbe, we know how our Senators
and Representatives used to celebrate
their birthdays with our resources. A
birthday was always an avenue to share
the largesse they have accumulated
dubiously amidst their friends, party men,
and Family. That was the normalcy! Now,
what do we have in our hands, A senator

A confirmation of how he
doesn't give so much to
publicity was his 60th birthday,
just last week
that is hell-bent on making impacts, a Senator
who sees his birthday as a day to reflect and
contribute, A Senator who feels the best way
to celebrate a birthday in an elected office is
to be identified with the electorate!
That we decided Electing Oloriegbe was one
of the best we the people of Kwara central
would ever make, and that we'll be very
proud of every single day! That God through
Oloriegbe is disappointing those who turned
"Somebody wants to wear the shoe wey no
size am" as an anthem during the
electioneering period is one joy too many,
and one we will continue glorifying God for till
eternity! May I seize this medium to Felicitate
with My Distinguished Senator Ibrahim Yahya
Oloriegbe on the occasion of his 60th
birthday! In health, wealth, and resilience you
shall celebrate more of this day! The people
of Kwara Central are honored to have voted
for a man who is capable of filling in the shoes
they thought wouldn't size you!
Happy birthday sir!
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END SARS

THE BEGINNING, THE END AND THE LESSON
By: Comrade Tajudeen Habeeb (Tallest)

N

o country or system in its whole is an
example of perfection, while this
imperfection surfaces, each entity
brings about reform or better still a system to
amend such. This much is contained in the
world, countries, and organizations' quest for
development with different road maps,
plans, policies in achieving their set goals.
Development and growth, they said is a
continuum.
The Nigeria nation isn't even an example of
development, among the comity of States,
the Nigeria nation is referred to as a
developing nation, this I believed speaks
more to how much work needed to be done.
The Nigeria citizens over the years have been
complaining about every anomaly in the
Nigeria system, this complaint took a new
turn in October 2020, with the youth taking to

No country or system in its whole is an
example of perfection, while this
imperfection surfaces, each entity brings
about reform or better still a system to amend
such.
This much is contained in the world,
countries, and organizations' quest for
development with different road maps,
plans, policies in achieving their set goals.
Development and growth, they said is a
continuum.
The Nigeria nation isn't even an example of
development, among the comity of States,
the Nigeria nation is referred to as a
developing nation, this I believed speaks
more to how much work needed to be done.
The Nigeria citizens over the years have been
complaining about every anomaly in the
Nigeria system, this complaint took a new
turn in October 2020, with the youth taking to
social media to speak against the brutality of
the Nigeria police unit called Federal special
anti-robbery squad "FSARS" trending
especially on Twitter the hashtag #EndSars.
The agitation which left the space of the
social media to manifest into a procession on

NPF Divisional Headquarters, Igando
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Nigerian Ports Authority, Marina Lagos Island
the street of many Nigeria state with a
resounding sound calling for the abolishment
of the unit.
Even though many of us thought the
agitation should have been allencompassing as brutality isn't peculiar only
to SARS, it is a thing prevalent in the Nigeria
policing system as a whole hence the
preference for the call to reform the police in
its entirety, we couldn't but acknowledged
the fact that the agitation was gaining
momentum, as such put the government on
its toes.
The government sensing the possibility of the
citizen shutting the economic activity of the
nation down, a none desirous situation at the
time, considering the pandemic the world is
battling with which has in turn had enough
effect on the economy swung to action with
the pronouncement disbanding the unit, the
president equally in a broadcast
acknowledged the agitation and called it a
genuine agitation, but as it were in the past,
the citizen saw the move as an insincere
move hence the continuity of the protest.
The right to procession, protest is contained
in the Nigeria constitution, it is legal, apart
from its legality, it is equally a viable tool for
achieving development in a democracy,
hence, the need for such when things seem
to look obscure.

History however has proven that to achieve
its goal, a protest/procession needs to be an
organized one with a time frame otherwise, it
became an avenue for crisis as different
people come together with different
motives and interests. The Arab spring, the
French revolution all started with a protest.
I guess that's what follows the seen to be the
most organized protest in the history of the
country, it all began with the burning of a car
stand in Abuja protest ground, the killing of
policemen in Delta, prison break in Edo,
vandalization of police station in Lagos and
many other atrocities that follows.
Sensing the possibility of anarchy,
government at different levels took measure
to curtain it, many declared curfew with Edo
leading the pack, Lagos, after the Ebute
metta incident where a police station was
burnt and ammunition belonging to the
state carted away, leaving one person
(policeman) dead followed suit.
The declaration of curfew by the Lagos state
government on the 20th of October,
changed the dimension of the whole saga,
the government had called for the help of
the military as police were already
overwhelmed, so we were told by general
Taiwo to help enforce the curfew which as at
that time became a law.
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Lekki, a significant ground for the protest
since it's inception, arguably, the most
organized ground witness a change in
fortune as a claim of massacre rent the air at
around 7 pm that day, live streaming of the
event as done by Obianaju Cathrine (DJ
switch) portrayed the army as committing
genocide.
In the early hours of 21st of October 2020,
Lagos witnessed a devastating scenario,
many woke up to mass destruction of
properties and businesses, government
properties were burnt, private businesses
were looted and many lives were lost due to
the singular occurrence at Lekki.
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ammunition belonging to the state carted
away. It was indeed a month to forget for
Nigeria.
In total, the Nigeria police as narrated by the
Inspector general of police lost 22 officers with
over 70 injured, the number of civilians that
lost their lives according to a report cited put
the number at 75 with many injured.
The events, however, as usual, were
subjected to political conspiracies and
theories. While the people are blaming the
government, the governor is, in turn, blaming
the people for lack of trust and calling some
hoodlums. In all of this, what have we learnt?

PALACE, OBA OF LAGOS

Up till this moment, there has been claims
and counterclaims as to what happens at
Lekki that night, one thing is sure, however,
the truth is stubborn, maybe, we will get to
understand the scenario in the future, but the
damage has been done. Like a war zone,
Lagos look tattered, public transport was
grounded, Courtrooms and other choices of
properties were destroyed, that the
government aftermath valuation
pronounced that Lagos needs more than a
trillion naira to get rebuild.

The aftermath of the Soro Soke event left a
legacy less desired, the Nigeria street has
become a den of crime. From Lagos to Warri
in Delta state crime rate has exponentially
increased. Edo was in the news for cases
related to cultism and killings has been the
order of the day since the unfortunate
incidence of jail breaking and hunting of the
police personnel.
In Lagos, the people, many thanks to the
protest aimed at correcting police brutality,
are now taken up the security agents, in a
show of capacity, the Okada rider in Lagos
defied the law and still have the temerity to
stand up to the agents of the government,
helpless with the situation, the agents had to
run to avoid recording casualties.

In Ibadan, police stations were destroyed,
two policemen were killed and their fleshes
were shared like ileya meats in a cannibal
like scenario, people were seen eating it with
pride. The major surprise is the Iya Oba case,
a lady in her 30s, at that pregnant, who was
alleged to have eaten the scrotum of one of Ibadan, the state capital of Oyo, records
the police officers killed.
daily, violence at different locations in the
town, killings, and other related issues. It is
At Oyigbo in River state, six soldiers and 4 either the police are afraid of being killed or
policemen were killed and burnt to ashes, a mobbed or the scenario wherein, they want
police station was raised down and
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to show us their worth. And of course, if the
latter is the case, many social media users
have been calling for. the return of the police
personnel back on the street, From Lagos to
Warri to Asaba and Edo, the chorus is the
same, the call for the inspector general of
the police to return his personnel to the street
as a result of the increment in crime and
criminality.
So, what have we achieved with a protest
that we allowed to outlived its usefulness? If
anything, we seems to have created a
problem more higher than the one we intend
to solve.
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Lagos if available can be channeled towards
another development rather than being
spent on a repair of what we already have
and destroyed. That phenomenon represents
taken a step forward and two steps
backward.
Going forward, the citizen should be able to
devise a means of getting the government on
the same page with them using an advanced
mechanism against the destructive
mechanism, verily, we are in a democracy,
we should learn how to use our mandate to
SoroSoke in the right way against what will, in
the end, hunt us.

The country has been pronounced to be in
recession, one of the factors highlighted to be
the cause is the unrest witnessed in the
country after the devastating effect of the
C O V I D - 1 9
pandemic, many
will outrightly say
no to this, but one
thing you can't
take away is the
fact that it affects
our already bad
economy as a
result of the
inflation it brought.
Whatever anger
Oyingbo Bus Terminal
we have against
our government, we should adopt a means to
resolve them without creating another
problem, the result of the 1967 civil war still
lingers, even with a little account of it
More, importantly, violence can't bring the available in writing, what about the effect of
desired change, in many instances, say whatever we bring forth in this internet age?
Liberia, Libya, and all other parts of this
continent where citizen takes to arm in The government, the policemen, and other
pressing home their demands, they end up security agents are all citizens, like them, we
living to regret their actions. If those are far have the responsibility to work towards the
away, Ethiopia of today is staring at us right growth and development of the nation, it is a
now, the last 6weeks of that nation has given collective responsibility and we all must take
birth to devastating news, may I remind us it.
that, what will appear as casualties will take
another 20years at the least to repair and at Ethiopia is not too far, take a clue.
that, the lives lost won't be resurrected. In any
case, dialogue and organized agitations
have proven to be the darling of 21stcentury dispute resolution. The one trillion
naira pronounced for the rehabilitation of
Don't get me wrong, I am not saying the
protest was ill-conceived, I am saying we
ought to have made it more structural, at a
time, many people were calling for the birth
of leadership, we
turned it down
and insisted that
we have no
leadership, the
phenomenon
that makes it easy
for the hoodlums
to infiltrate and
hijacked the
protest thereby
derailing it. If any
lesson, this should
guide our future conduct in pressing home
our demands if actually, we need to be on
the street.
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LEST WE FORGET
OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG NIGERIANS
BY THE BUHARI ADMINISTRATION

Hajia Sadiya Umaru Farouq
Minister of Humanitarian Affairs

T

he Muhammadu Buhari Administration
has always had youths as centerpiece of
its policies. Here is a brief compendium of
some initiatives put in place, for Nigerian
youths, to reposition and empower them:

6. NATIONAL YOUNG FARMERS SCHEME: An
initiative of the National Agricultural Land
Development Authority (NALDA) to engage
1.000 youths in each of the 774 local
government areas in mechanized
agriculture: https://www.nalda.ng/#FAQ

1. N-Power: 500,000 enrolled in 2 batches
between 2016 and 2020 receiving 30,000 7 . T h e A c c e l e r a t e d A g r i c u l t u r a l
monthly, with enrolment of 3rd batch of Development Scheme (AADS) by the CBN
400,000 in progress.
aims to engage a minimum of 370,000 youths
in agricultural production across the country,
2. NYSC Monthly Allowance increased from over the next three years, in collaboration
N19,600 to N33,000; more than 300,000 with State Governments. The goal is to
beneficiaries monthly.
facilitate increased private sector
agricultural production of staple foods and
3. 75 billion Naira Nigeria Youth Investment industrial raw materials, as well as support
Fund (NYIF), for businesses owned by young food security, job creation and economic
Nigerians aged between 18 and 35: diversification. Prospective participants must
https://www.cbn.gov.ng/Out/2020/CCD/NY provide evidence of capacity to engage
IF%20implementation%20Framework%20final youths as in-growers or out-growers to
cultivate on the land after clearing.
%20Sept_30_2020.pdf
cbn.gov.ng/Out/2020/DFD/GUIDELINES%20F
4. Special Public Works Programme to OR%20THE%20P-AADS.pdf
provide 3-month employment to 774,000
young Nigerians across the country (1,000 8. CREATIVE INDUSTRIES FINANCING INITIATIVE
b e n e f i c i a r i e s p e r L G A ) : (CIFI): An initiative of the CBN in collaboration
with the Bankers' Committee, to provide
https://specialpublicworks.gov.ng/site/
single-digit financing for the creative sector,
5. $20 million Fund for Nigerian Tech as part of efforts to boost job creation in
Innovators and Entrepreneurs, managed by Nigeria. The initiative has four pillars, namely: i.
BOI: https://www.boi.ng/
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...Motivation

Cross Section of Beneficiaries of FGN Social Investment Scheme

Fashion ii. Information Technology iii. Movie 13. Presidential Youth Empowerment
iv.Music.https://www.cbn.gov.ng/out/2019/ Scheme (P-YES), to address the needs of
ccd/creative%20industry%20financing.pdf
unskilled and less educated youth, by
targeting areas of activities that are of
9. DEEL - D – Digital Skills E – Entrepreneurship E practical importance and are essential to
– Employability L – Leadership. Targeting every aspect of our economy, including
more than 500,000 young Nigerians with agriculture and food processing, restaurant
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t r a i n i n g a n d and catering, tailoring and fashion design,
e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p a n d l e a d e r s h i p : welding, carpentry and joinery, etc.
https://noya.ng/initiatives/new-deel.aspx
10. NESP-Homes: The Mass Housing Strategy
of the Nigeria Economic Sustainability Plan
(NESP) envisages the creation of 1.8 million
jobs starting with the construction of 300,000
homes in the next. 12 months, using 100%
locally sourced materials for construction.
https://nesp.ng/document/Jobs.pdf
11. The 5M Solar Connections Programme, to
expand access to 25 million Nigerians by
providing 5 million new connections through
the provision of Solar Home Systems, or
construction and operation of mini-grids. The
Programme will incentivise the creation of
250,000 new jobs – particularly for young
people – in the energy sector.
https://www.cbn.gov.ng/Out/2020/DFD/Sol
ar%20Connections%20Facility%20Guidelines
%201.0.pdf
12. The Energizing Education Programme
(EEP) is an initiative of the Federal
Government of Nigeria to provide clean
power supply to 37 Federal Universities and 7
University Teaching Hospitals across Nigeria
(independent power plant, street lighting,
development of a world class training centre
on renewable energy for each university,
etc). Phase 1 has already commenced to
deliver
28.5MW to 9 Federal Universities and 1
University Teaching Hospital, using solar
hybrid and/or gas-fired captive power
plants. https://eep.rea.gov.ng/about-eep/

14. Annual National MSME Awards:
https://msmeclinics.com.ng/awardcategories/
15. The National Survival Fund, designed to
reduce the negative impact of COVID-19 on
businesses, including but not limited to the
following: Free business name registration for
250,000 beneficiaries; One-off Payment of
N30,000 to more than 300,000 artisans
nationwide; and Payroll support of between
N30,000 and N50,000 per staff for between 3
(minimum) and 10 (maximum) staff of
qualifying MSMEs, for 3 months.
http://survivalfund.gov.ng/
16. 52% of loans disbursed by the FG-owned
Development Bank of Nigeria (DBN) in 2019
were to youths and women-owned
businesses. Since 2017, when the bank
began operations, the DBN has disbursed
more than N150 billion through the bank's 27
Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs),
impacting close to 100,000 MSMEs.
Development Bank of Nigeria PLC
Compiled By:

FEMI ADESINA
Special Adviser to the President
(Media and Publicity)
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CITIZENS ACTION FOR
GOOD GOVERNANCE
November 26 , 2020

AFTERMATH OF END SARS:
NEED FOR NATIONAL RECONCILIATION AND RECONSTRUCTION
“When Anger Rises, Think of the Consequences”
With the realities on ground, Nigerians need to truly accept the unassailable fact that we
have no other Country to call our other than Nigeria. What started like a movement to
correct certain anomalies in the operations of the Special Anti Robbery Squad of the Nigeria
Police Force culminated into high degree of violence, arson and killings. Beyond buck
passing, we must have sober reflections and ruminate on all the scenarios with an open
mindset for concerted efforts towards national reconciliation and reconstruction.
The Inspector General of Police, IGP Mohammed Adamu, during the South South
Geopolitical Zone Stakeholders' Meeting, held in Port Harcourt, Rives State, gave details of
what really transpired during and after the #EndSARS Protest, which is unacceptable.
According to IGP Adamu while giving an update on statistics as at 30th October, 2020
indicated that a total of two hundred and forty-three (243) public facilities were either burnt
or vandalized, and seventy-one (71) public warehouses looted across the country. Similarly,
two hundred and forty-eight (248) private/corporate facilities were burnt, looted or
vandalized and six hundred and ten (610) vehicles were destroyed.
In addition, one hundred and thirty-four (134) police stations were either burnt or vandalized;
one hundred and sixty-four (164) police operational vehicles destroyed; and one hundred
and thirty (130) firearms carted away from some of the attacked police facilities with thirtyone (31) of the stolen firearms so far recovered. Furthermore, fifty-five (55) civilians lost their
lives during the violence, while fifty-seven (57) others were injured. On the part of the Nigeria
Police, thirty-seven (37) police personnel were gruesomely murdered while one hundred and
ninety-six (196) others were seriously injured with ninety-nine (99) of such injured officers
attached to Lagos State Police Command alone. So far, a total of two thousand, five
hundred and twelve (2,512) suspects have been arrested with two thousand and fifty-two
(2,052) of this figure charged to court and the remaining four hundred and sixty (460) either
still being investigated or in the process of being charged to court.
These figures as they affect the South-South geopolitical Zone indicate that a total of fifty-four
(54) government facilities were attacked, while twenty-three government warehouses were
looted. In addition, fifty-three private and corporate facilities were attacked, while twentyone (21) civilians lost their lives in the ENDSARS violence in the region, with eighteen (18) others
injured. Furthermore, seven (7) police personnel were killed by the rioters while a total of one
hundred and fifty nine (159) suspects were arrested and charged to court in the geopolitical
Zone. It is worthy of note that Nigeria is a Country made up of resilient young people who are
unique in nature and have made impact on national development in different areas of
national life, and most of them studying and working in the Diaspora have made the country
proud to the admiration of their host countries and others across the globe.

t: 08036602671, 08020636347
e: cagg.naija@gmail.com
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There is no doubt that these vibrant Nigerian youths have great prospects and bright future
because of their industrious, creative, innovative, and resilient spirit that they have at several
times demonstrated that they can compete and surpass their counterparts in any part of the
world. This ugly twist and turn of the #EndSARS PROTEST that was obviously orchestrated by
fake news that was promoted on social media, has done more harm than good, which today
have caused monumental damages, loss of investments and businesses running into billions
of Naira within that short period that have made many Nigerians to lost their jobs and
livelihoods, while programmes and projects by the public and private sector stalled, now the
borders have being forcefully opened because of the attacks on security personnel leading
to inflow of weapons and all sorts of illicit trades.
Finally, the economy has been thrown into recession largely as a result of the massive and
negative impact the #EndSARS protest caused to the economy. Now inflation is on the hyper
level, insecurity has increased tremendously. Nigerians are in jeopardy and desperate to
survive. The obvious part of this destruction has sent wrong signals to investors and will not be
easy for the economy to revive as many businesses are currently shut down. We called for this
conference due to the turn of events emanating from the information we have concerning
the plots and plans of those sponsoring #EndSARS protest, which we learnt protesters are
regrouping to unleash another round of mayhem under the guise of making demands.
We want to state here that this is not the time for another round of destabilizing the peace of
the nation while demands made earlier are being attended to by the government, despite
tackling the economic recession the nation finds her. We must not allow evil to triumph over
good under any guise. There is no contention on the rights of the people to protest against
actions that impede on their rights and privileges, whether by an individual, groups,
government or agents of government, but tears and sorrows shouldn't be the hallmarks of
protests as witnessed recently. For the triumph of good over evil, the good people must
ensure that the societies don't go on flames in the cause of advocating for the betterment of
the people. When disorderliness becomes a norm in the society, the space for peace,
tranquility and harmony in the societies becomes very lean, which is capable of
complicating the economic situations of the people.
There is a genuine need for national reconciliation across our conventional divides. To
achieve this onerous task, we must begin to reason and act as Nigerians that want the system
to work properly. We must also acknowledge that there are crooks whose means of
livelihoods are not lawful and responsible for the spate of crimes across the Country. The good
people inclined to lawful deeds should be conscious of their leanings, and never allow
themselves be used as cannon fodders to create upheavals in the polity again.
We must always bear in mind that, what dialogue cannot solve, violence can never solve it as
well Violence breeds violence and expand the coast of crimes. The collective desires of the
downtrodden for improved living conditions can best be guaranteed in an atmosphere of
peace and tranquility, which are the recipe for economic growth and development. Across
the length and breadth of Nigeria, we are using this medium to call upon well meaning
Nigerians to take the cause of public enlightenment, sensitization and guidance of the
people towards lawful deeds as a germane priority.
We enjoin exemplary leaders of thoughts, opinion leaders, civil societies, educational
institutions, churches, mosques and concerned government agencies, to rise to the good
cause of guiding the populace rightly as we echo loudly the need for National Reconciliation
and Reconstruction. We have been monitoring the discussions at the Town Hall Meetings
Organised by the Presidency in some States across the Six Geo Political Zones. We commend
the Chief of Staff to the President – Professor Ibrahim Agboola Gambari and the Inspector
General of Police – IGP Adamu Muhammed Abubakar for their presence at those meetings
with stakeholders, in the efforts towards National Reconciliation and Reconstruction. As an
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organisation concerned with good governance, we implore the State Governors across the
Country to engage with citizens in modest manner that portrays National Reconciliation and
Reconstruction and not otherwise.
Prior to the ugly scenarios aftermath #ENDSARS Protests, the Community Policing Initiative of
the Federal Government, has been projected as a straight forward solutions to abate the
spate of crimes across communities in Nigeria, if truly our Governors love the Country and
desire enhanced security of lives and properties, there shouldn't be any encumbrance that
will debar them from partnering effectively with the Federal Government to ensure the full
commencements of the Federal Government Community Policing Initiative. More
importantly, the initiative considered the Governors as major stakeholders in the operations of
scheme. We also call on young people of Nigeria to evaluate the consequences of the
damages caused during the END SARS Protests. The aftermath has brought sorrows into many
homes and the society is currently witnessing high powered criminality. Albeit, the duty of
government is to provide efficient security of lives and properties, without robust
collaborations of well meaning citizens, the security agencies will be overwhelmed by
criminals. It has become crystal clear that those who want to destabilize the Country for self
serving purpose had a free ride by tapping into the emotions of the Youth to carry out their ill
motives.
We wish to remind Nigerians, especially the Youth to remember the age long slogan that
“Rome was not built in a day”. Our collective desire for a greater Country can come to proper
fruition if we all open our conscience to right actions in the best interest of the societies at
large. We must always remember that, those who profit from criminality will always devise
means to demoralize the security agencies. It behooves on well meaning citizens to ensure
those criminal elements don't pitch the populace against the Police further.
The need for national reconciliation and reconstruction never be overemphasized. We call
all Nigerians of good minds and concerns for collective goods to rise and mend broken walls
of unity of purpose. We want to the following to be considered and treated as part of
addressing the issues mentioned above;
1.
Civil Society Organisations, CSOs, should not see themselves as tough and wants to use
their platform to instigate young people to go against constituted authorities, thereby
overheat the polity. We want security agents to monitor such groups and stop their nefarious
acts for peace to reign in our Country.
2.
We want the government to ensure there is no delay to address the demands of
#EndSARS protesters as earlier promised, and that should involve the Youths themselves in the
process of addressing their demands through genuine and well meaning CSOs.
3.
Those who have been affected by the destructions caused by perpetrators of violence
during the protests should be reached and their needs met in order for them to bounce back
to business which should be part of the reconstruction and reconciliation process, and also a
way of tackling the recession.
4.
The United Kingdom, UK, Parliament should be properly engaged by the Federal
Government to let them know the graphic details of what really transpired before, during and
after the #EndSARS protest across the country in order for the international community to
understand the whole issues.
5.
The Panel of Inquiry should be given all support to give justice to those who have written
their complaints on alleged police brutality, and should be part of the reconciliation process,
and those who are to be compensated should be given such.
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6.
Government should get closer to youths and carry them along in terms of decision
making and policy formulation by getting their input on how best to help realise their dreams
and aspirations.
7.
Traditional rulers and local government authorities should be involved in the peace,
reconciliation and reconstruction process because they are the closest authorities to the
people.
8.
Nigerians should be given more enlightenment on fake news and its impact as seen in
the #EndSARS protest. Let there be serious understanding of information that gets to the
people to avoid any future mayhem.
9.
We also advise that nobody should be victimized as being part of #EndSARS protest in
order not to create and compound the issues of #EndSARS.
10. We also want Nigerians to trust their security agents and there should be synergy and
collaboration between them because security agents are also Nigerians, neighbours,
relations, friends and citizens. In essence the rights of citizens and security agents should be
respected and never infringed upon.
We use this medium to appreciate President Muhammadu Buhari for his effort towards
addressing these challenges, especially sending the presidential delegation to go round the
country to ensure peace and reconciliation in order to uphold our unity and we believe our
recommendations will be considered and acted upon.
We acknowledge IGP Adamu for his maturity and doggedness to bring about the desired
change in the Nigerian Police Force. We support his efforts to ensure there is a new
development in the Force.
We also thank the National Assembly for its effort to ensure there is peace and reconciliation
in the Country over the effects the protests have caused. We believe in one united nation on
justice and equity.

SIGNED

NAZIR GALADANCHI
NATIONAL COORDINATOR
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PROFESSOR

IBRAHIM GAMBARI
Chief of Staff to the President

Uncle, you have forever been a very important part of
our lives. We will always be grateful for all the support,
fun, love and happiness you bring us every time we see
you. This Birthday is another very best moment to
celebrate all those amazing times, too many to count,
you've been the world's best uncle
An uncle like you is such an incredible and unique
thing to have. This fact alone makes me the most
fortunate (niece) in the world. Your calmness, piety and
humbleness are amazing characters that define you as
a role model. I pray that, you shall live longer in good
health and more wisdom

HAJIYA SALAMATU GOBIR
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LUKMAN MUSTAPHA CELEBRATES
PROFESSOR GAMBARI
NOVEMBER 24, 2020
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The Chairman, Board of Trustees, SOBI 101.9FM
congratulates Kwara born Chief of Staff to President
Muhammadu Buhari, Prof. Ibrahim Gambari on his
birthday anniversary.
The Kwara born financial expert turned politician
described the celebrant as a worthy ambassador of
Kwara, praying that, may God grant him longevity to
continue his service to humanity. "On behalf the
entire Rebirth movement, I congratulate our own
Professor Ibrahim Gambari, Chief of Staff to President
Muhammadu Buhari as he clocks another year on
the surface of the earth today.
"We are proud of your achievements and efforts
toward building a better Nigeria, you are indeed a
model that arouses the 'can do' spirit of an average
Kwaran and it is our prayer that you continue to be a
success story of global admiration", He therefore
prayed for longer, healthier and more prosperous life
for Gambari.

Signed: Rebirth Media Team

ALH. LUKMAN MUSTAPHA
The Chairman, Board of Trustees,
SOBI 101.9FM, Ilorin, Kwara State
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