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A diamond gleams as bright as the Sun's rays lighting the ocean at 
dawn: radiant and shinning, it reigns supreme amongst all jewels & 
gems, its perfect features scorning those of others. The diamond is, 
after all, the gem of royalty – Rebecca Rubel

Just like Diamond, Nigeria has passed through the high 
temperatures& high amounts of pressure that makes us bond 
together. 

As Nigeria Independence reached the diamond age, may Nigeria 
be cherished& celebrated globally.

th
Happy 60 Independence Day Celebrations to all well meaning 
Nigerians across the World.
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It's another season for the celebrations of 
Nigeria's Independence, more importantly 
as we reached a landmark Diamond 
Jubilee Age. Sagacious personalities 
understand the gravity of freedom and will 
a lways applaud the gains of  the 
Independence of Nigeria. We felicitate with 
all well meaning Nigerians for the rough 
journey for 60 years. We hold a strong 
conviction that when situation gets to the 
toughest point, with courage and strength, 
there is always a turning point towards 
betterment. The germane focus of this 
Edition revealed the path of Nigeria towards 
the deserving greatness, as gigantic efforts 
of notable personalities and institutions 
towards improving the welfare of the 
populace gained prominence.

Actualisation of exceptional greatness 
require sense of collective duties by both the 
government and the governed, once there 
is sabotage on either side, the growth and 
development of the Country's Economy and 
general welfare of the people becomes 
seriously threatened. One special area of 
focus is the positive contributions of the 
Inspector  Genera l  o f  Po l ice,  IGP 
Mohammed Adamu to the repositioning of 
the Nigeria Police Force.  His unmatched 
records and professionalism, which has 
reawakened the Police System towards 
lasting solutions to the security challenges in 
Nigeria, are well showcased in our Lead 
Story.

This Edition of The Exponent Magazine 
captured the achievements of the Inspector 
General of Police with focus on Discipline, 
Human Capital Building, Infrastructural 
Developments, Community Pol icing 
Initiative and Welfare of Personnel. Our 
Cover Story succinctly captured the 
exemplary feats of the administration of 

President Muhammadu Buhari in the 
T ranspor tat ion  M in i s t r y ,  under  the  
outstanding leadership of the Honourable 
Minister of Transportation, His Excellency, Rt. 
Hon Rotimi Amaechi and The Honourable 
Minister of State for Transportation, Senator 
Gbemisola Saraki. Those with good memory 
of history still reminiscence over the role of the 
Railway System of Transportation to the 
building of Nigeria Economy from the scratch 
and since the collapse of the Railway System, 
the consequences of this ugly dimension 
account for several imperfections in our 
economic activities and security. The special 
attention given to this essential platform 
already set the path of Nigeria towards 
economic greatness, this account for 
featuring the notable achievements in this 
Edition.

Also in this Edition, the 2020 International 
Youth Day Celebrations hosted by the Ooni 
of Ife, His Imperial Majesty, Oba Enitan 
Adeyeye Ogunwusiis an intriguing story 
published because it redefined the purpose 
of Traditional Institutions in Nigeria. Special 
reports on Jigawa State Government, Rape 
On The Future of The Youth and other 
fascinating stories are well captured to thrill 
our esteemed subscribers and valuable 
readers. With positive mind set and 
inclinations to positive actions, no doubt, 
Nigeria will advance from a Developing 
Country to a vibrant and prosperous 
economic giant enviable worldwide. Join the 
Celebrations, what bound Nigerians together 
outweighs what divide us. Enjoy the read.

t hHappy 60 Anniversary of  Niger ia 's  
Independence, it's worthy of Celebrations.

Ace Abdulrahman Agboola
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The prosperity of any Country is dependent on the propensity 
of Citizens towards compliance with laws & orders

As Nigeria celebrates the Independence @ 60, we felicitate 
with President Muhammadu Buhari for the great job of 

rebuilding Nigeria towards economic prosperity.

We also applaud the Inspector General of Police, the Director, 
State Security Services and other Heads of the Country's 

Internal Security Network for their relentless efforts towards 
enhancing security of lives and properties.

We pray for the manifestation of the seed of growth and 
development already planted by the administration of 

President Muhammadu Buhari.

SIGNED: 

NAZIR GALADANCHI
National Coordinator

Citizens Actions For Good Governance

CITIZENS ACTIONS FOR GOOD GOVERNANCE

CELEBRATING NIGERIA'S 
INDEPENDENCE @ 60
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Many had predicted it: Nigeria will disintegrate. 
There was an "urban legend" popularly 
believed in Nigeria prior to the ascension of 
Muhammadu Buhari as President that the 
United States government predicts that the 
black world most populous country will 
breakup in 2015. Five years after, it remains 
intact, continuing to navigate her way in 
securing "better life" for the citizens.  

As October 1st, 2020, marks the country's 60 
years of independence from the shackles of 
colonialism, the intrinsic link between poor 
leadership on one hand and its consequent 
impoverishment of the governed on the other is 
fairly indisputable, as more recent findings by  
governance focused organizations such as 
Transparency International and BudgIT Nigeria, 
among others reveals. 

Despite internal challenges, Nigeria continues 
to be a leader in the West African subregion 

and the events it went through as a nation, 
reflecting on the Civil War 1967-70, series of 
military coups, confirm the strength of her 
foundations. Besides tougher past, Nigeria 
is heading towards ensuring the dividends 
of democracy to all. The undertaker is 
President Muhammadu Buhari.

PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI'S FEATS

Nigeria is experiencing a construction 
boom on a scale never witnessed before - 
driven by the president's commitment for 
upsurge in transport links across the 
federation. In the road sector, there is at 
least one federal road under construction 
in each of the 36 states and the Federal 
Capital Territory (Abuja); while some have 
been completed, others are st i l l  
undergoing construction.

There is ongoing repairs and restoration of 
the Third Mainland Bridge in Lagos; 
rehabilitation of Lagos-Otta-Abeokuta 
Road; including Loko-Oweto Bridge which 
stretches over River Benue, between 
Nasarawa and Benue States.

NIGERIA’S INDEPENDENCE 

Celebrating Courage and Positivity; 
THE EXEMPLARY FEATS OF PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI

Nigeria is experiencing a 
construction boom on a 

scale never witnessed before

By: Adedayo Osho 
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The Buhar i - led admin i s t rat ion has  
completed the construction of Diversion 
Bridge at Bode Saadu along Ilorin-Jebba 
Road in Kwara State. Down southwest of the 
country in Lagos, efforts are intensely made 
by the contractor, CCECC Nigeria Limited 
to complete all lanes at the section 
covering Trade Fair to Lagos State University 
LASU on the Lagos-Badagry Expressway at a 
constrained time frame. COVID-19 lock 
down slowed the delivery of various 
projects.

Due for the need to provide affordable 
housing, the president in August 2019 
ordered the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria on the reduction of equity 
contribution from 5% to 0% for those seeking 
loans up to 5 million naira, as well as 15% to 

10% for applicants seeking over 5 million 
naira. The intention is to enable citizens easy 
access to housing.

Realizing the country is the hub for west 
African air travel, the Buhari/Osinbajo 
remains unrelenting on its ambitious plans 
for airport rehabilitation. In the east of the 
country, renovation works at the Akanu 
Ibiam Airport in Enugu has been completed 
since July 2020. The airport will serve 
neighbouring cities such as Abakaliki, Awka, 
Onitsha, Nnewi, Afikpo, Okigwe, Nsukka, 
Ugep, Orlu, Idah, Otukpo and Ogoja.

On Saturday, August 15, 2020, the Nigerian 
Ports Authority announced the successful 
berthing of Maerskline Stardelhor, a vessel 
with length overall of 300 metres, width of 48 
metres at the Federal Ocean Terminal (FOT), 
Onne in Rivers State. The landing of this 
biggest container vessel on Nigerian waters 
was preceded by the purchase of two Tug 

Boats – MT Musawa and MT Ikoro-Ekiti in July 
2020. Along with eliminating grid locks by 
ships, the government plans effective 
removal of wrecks and derelicts that have 
the tendency of affecting vessels 
navigation in the Nigerian waters.

It is all good news for Nigeria as the 
Infectious Disease Care Centre which 
started in 2019 has been completed and 
current ly open for operat ion. The 
foundation stone for the Mental Health 
Block, a 76-bed block which, when 
completed will have facilities for specialised 
therapies, was laid at the University of Abuja 
Teaching Hospital, Gwagwalada on 
September 25, 2020. It is expected to be 
completed within a year.

President Muhammadu Buhari strives to 
strengthen the provision of high-quality 
health care, while identifying ways to 
reduce cost burden on patients and their 
families. Consolidating on opportunities 
availed to public servants by the National 
Health Insurance Scheme NHIS, there is a 
move to extend the Scheme's benefits to 
workers in the private sector for swift access 
to quality, affordable medical services.

While reveling in the celebration of her 60th 
Independence Day Anniversary, Nigerians 
should remain hopeful that the future is 
green. President Muhammadu Buhari has 
clearly demonstrated he is charting a new 
course, building bridges, connecting every 
Nigerian with each other for social 
prosperity -  the 2nd Niger Br idge 
approaching complet ion and wi l l  
conveniently link the East to West is a vivid 
testament.

The Landmark Second Niger Bridge
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n a daily basis, the public space is 

Oawash with reports of insecurities, 

protests and public disturbances in 

brazen manner that makes the gigantic 

efforts of the security agencies gets 

abashed. Rather than expressing the 

situation as security challenges, the coinage 

insecurity is expressed to hype the true 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d  p o r t r a y  t h e  

administration of President Muhammadu 

Buhari in bad light by critics and government 

opposition elements. That Government exists 

to provide efficient security of lives and 

properties is sacrosanct among other 

factors, but a critical situation where 

disorientation and inclinations to breaking of 

laws and orders by the populace dastardly 

mitigate against the feats of governments in 

the provision of enhanced security.

T h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
fundamentalism resulted into terrorism 
across the globe, while those profiting from 
arms deals have continued to fuel tensions 
and wars to sustain their trades. We are 
equally witnessing the implications of Guns in 
wrong hands in the organized killings across 
the world. As a Country connected to the 
rest of the world, Nigerians inclined to crimes 
are mostly imitating negative leanings 
copied from the western world, while 
misleading unsuspecting populace to join 
the bandwagon of crimes, through 
brainwashing and monetary influences. The 
truism that Guns don't Kill, People Kill is not 
debatable and when the vast majority 
among the population are already inclined 
to one heinous crime or the other, the 
burden on the security agencies becomes 
unbearable.

 
THE BURDEN OF SECURITY CHALLENGES
That the Prisons are filled to the brims 
contradicts the blackmails against the 
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THE NONPAREIL PACEMAKER
REBUILDING THE NIGERIA POLICE FORCE 

FOR OPTIMAL PRODUCTIVITY

Rather than expressing the 
situation as security challenges, 

the coinage insecurity is expressed 
to hype the true representations and

 portray the administration of 
President Muhammadu Buhari in bad light 

IGP Mohammed A. Adamu 
The Inspector General of Police 
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security agencies which tend to portray 
them as not performing their best to tame 
crimes in Nigeria. In reality, the population of 
Nigerians attune to crimes is very scary, 
which account for the security challenges 
currently been faced from one pole to 
another. Despite all odds, the exceptional 
intellectual sagacity and conscientious 
actions of the Inspector General of Police 
and the Director General of the State 
Security Services have come to the rescue. 
For the sake of clarity, focus will centre on the 
Inspector General of 
Police on the grounds of 
the Community Policing 
Initiative, Police Act 
2020, Human Capacity 
Building, Infrastructural 
Development, Police 
Campaign Against  
Cult i sm and Other 
Vices, while subsequent 
piece will bring the 
exemplary actions of 
the DG, State Security 
S e r v i c e  t o  p u b l i c  
glance.

Is there any other way 
to describe the unpalatable situations in 
Nigeria in terms of unprecedented rate of 
crimes by Nigerians, other than desolation? 
The count of Nigerians serving jail terms and 
others in detention in Foreign Prisons across 
all Continents for crimes is very scary. The 
Nigerian Government has lost count of 
interventions to save Nigerians on death 
rows in Countries like Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Egypt and the count is endless for 
illicit drugs related offences. What of those 
sending videos home regularly, appealing 
to be saved from the sex slavery, despite 
campaigns against prostitution and child 
trafficking by the government? When 

people with illegally acquired wealth gets 
celebrated, the resultant effects has already 
manifested in the Get Rich Quick Syndrome 
which accounts for the high rate of crimes in 
Nigeria. We need to stop mincing words on 
the analysis of security challenges, if the 
people choose to be law abiding, the 
burden on the Police Force will be minimal. 
The correctional facilities across the Country 
are filled to the brims, the numbers of 
suspects in police detentions attest to the 
spectacular activities of the security outfits in 

Nigeria. There are currently 
over 62,000 inmates in 
Nigeria Prisons with the 
off icial  capacit ies of 
50,153; this is confirmable in 
cr ime d iar ies  at  the 
Correctional Centres.

W h e n  P r e s i d e n t  
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  
resisted the pressure over 
the heightened agitations 
for the sack of heads of 
security agencies few 
months ago, prolific writers, 
p u b l i c  a n a l y s t s  a n d  
commentators opposed 

to the judgment of the President left no 
names unused, to disparage the good 
image of the President. Very few among 
critical thinkers gave the President the 
benefit of doubt over his conviction not to 
sack the heads of the security agencies. In 
local parlance, those that opined that 
patience can cook a stone are eventually 
right, considering the manifestation of the 
confidence reposed in the Inspector 
General of Police and the Director General 
of The State Security Services, which 
extended to other Service Chiefs by 
President Muhammadu Buhari. Had logical 
reasoning not prevailed, the manifestations 

Minister of Police Affairs 
Alhaji Mohammad Maigari Dingyadi
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of positive strides by the duo of IGP 
Mohammed Adamu and Alh Yusuf Bichi 
Magaji wouldn't have come to fruition.    

HUMAN CAPACITY BUILDING

Over the years in the Nigeria Police System, 
one area of low concentration has been 
human capacity building, surprisingly, IGP 
Mohammed Adamu has not only surpassed 
the achievements of his predecessors, he 
has been able to imprint his name in the 
minds of subordinates and the general 
public, as a visionary personality dedicated 

thto effective service delivery. On 12  August, 
2020, the newly constructed Police Mobile 
Force Training College, Endehu, Nasarawa 
State was commissioned by President 
Muhammadu Buhari. In the remarks by the 
Minister of Police Affairs – Alhaji Mohammad 
Maigari Dingyadi at the commissioning, he 
expressed that the completion of the 
training facility was timely and that the 
conceptualization was aimed at enhancing 
the operational capacity of the Nigeria 
Police Special Forces in dealing with current 
threats of insurgency, banditry, kidnapping, 
armed robbery, civil insurrection and other 
emerging crimes.

The remarks of the Honourable Minister of 
Police Affairs attested to the outstanding 
focus of the Inspector General of Police on 
human capacity building of Officers of the 
Force. He further commended the IGP and 
Police Management for their dexterity, 
steadfastness and commitment to the 
improvement of the Nigeria Police. The 
Minister further attested to the restructuring 
of the Premier Police Mobile Force Training 
Facility in Gwoza, Borno State. Further to the 

credit of the Inspector General of Police, 
efforts have been put in place to establish 
additional Police Mobile Force Training 
Schools in other geopolitical zones to 
strengthen the operational capacity of the 
M o b i l e  F o r c e .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  
commissioning, the facility has played host 
to Police Mobile Force Officers from across 
the Country for a three weeks capacity 
building training and evaluations. The 
participants at the training expressed their 
great pleasure and satisfaction on the 
beautiful ambience, state of the art facilities 
and fantastic structures in the training 
schools.    
    
THE EXEMPLARY STANCE

Prior to the present moment of hope, high 
powered criminalities have fatally dealt 
heavy blows to enhanced security of lives 
and properties in Nigeria, in a manner that 
attest to the maxim that states that “Fate 
Stinks” but the depth of understanding and 
excellent actions of the Inspector General of 
Police has rescued the terrible situations and 
already set the Country on the path of a 
deepened security network, with emphasis 
on crime prevention. IGP Mohammed 
Adamu has undoubtedly proved himself 
worthy of the excellent ratings that greeted 

thhis emergence as the 20  Indigenous 
thInspector General of Police on 15  January, 

2019.   

When the IGP disbanded the Special Anti 
Robbery Squad upon his assumption of duty, 
encomium greeted his actions due to the 
dissatisfactions of average Nigerians against 
some inglorious actions of SARS under his 
predecessor. IGP Adamu is truly displaying 
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his expertise knowledge of the true functions 
of Police in tandem with the age long 
philosophical thesis “Experience Is The Best 
Teacher”. There is no contention on the fact 
that the Inspector General of Police has 
restored discipline into the Police Force in 
Nigeria, in an unprecedented manner, as 
erring officers involved in malfeasances and 
unprofessional conducts are no longer at 
ease.

When the video of a lady named Towobola 
harassed and dehumanized by some Police 
Officers in Ibadan during the arrest of an 
armed robber went viral, it took less than 
One Hour for the Inspector General of Police 
to order a discreet investigation into the 
matter. In less than 24 Hours, the erring 
officers were not only fetched out, they were 
a p p r e h e n d e d  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
sanctioned. That happened in July 2020, 
prior to that period, through the Police 

th
Service Commission at their 8  Plenary 
Session; several erring officers with actions 
contrary to public goods were sanctioned 
with dismissal, reduction in ranks and serious 
reprimand.

The Inspector General of Police has not only 
acted with iron fist in the restoration of strong 
discipline into the Police Force as a security 
institution, he has equally advanced the 
welfare of officers through notable means. 
Worthy of note as well is new motivations 
offered to the Police Officers by prompt 
promotion exercise, recognitions/ awards 
and renewed hope through the Police Trust 
Fund.  

COMMUNITY POLICING INITIATIVE

This is topical among the outstanding 
initiative of the Nigeria Police aimed at crime 
prevention and dissuading the minds of 
those already attune to crimes. Those 
familiar with the antecedents of the Police 
Boss are not surprised, going by his record as 
a recipient of the Award of Best 
Commissioner of Police on Community 
Policing in Nigeria in 2015. Today, the 
community policing has not only gained the 
required legal backing, its efficiency is 
already manifesting positively in several 
States especially in Enugu, Cross Rivers and 
Kwara among others. In these States, special 
kudos goes to the Commissioners of Police 
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for fast tracking the smooth operations of the 
initiative, with precision set by the Inspector 
General of Police.

With the way the Community Policing 
Initiative is structured, crime prevention has 
gained the right traction and it's now the 
collective duties of major stakeholders to 
ensure safety of lives and properties. The 
initiative made provisions for employment of 
Community Policing Officers among 
indigenous people across all the Wards in the 
774 Local Governments in Nigeria. 
According to the operational manual for the 
scheme, traditional rulers, top police officers, 
representatives of the Christian Association 
of Nigeria, Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs, Youth Council and Community 
Development Associations formed members 
of the Committee on Community Policing 
from Ward to Local Government to State 
Level.

The duties of the Community Policing 
Committee Members are to resolve civil 
matters in their communities, enlighten 
members of their communities against 

crimes, information gathering and 
provision of enhanced securities at 
community levels. In most communities, it 
is easy for these stakeholders to identify 
and t race people wi th cr iminal  
tendencies for the purpose of counseling 
and reorientation or apprehend them 
when necessary. By this singular action, 
the ugly situation where stakeholders in 
communities aid and abet criminalities 
have been put to check, while the earlier 
pressure usually placed on the necks of 
Police Divisions by stakeholders in 
communities will also come to abeyance.

One outstanding beauty of  the 
community policing initiative is the 
opportunity it afford the downtrodden to 
have strong stake in the security of their 
lives and properties. The hitherto foul cry 
will no longer suffice, if the downtrodden 
will tap fully into the initiative and comply 
with laws and orders. The Police 
Campaign Against Cultism and Other 
Vices has given boost to the Community 
Policing Initiative especially in the South 
East and South South. A critical study of the 
success story of the Campaign, with 
history dated to 2015 under the then 
C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  P o l i c e ,  E n u g u  
Command, who providentially is the 
serving Inspector General of Police, shows 
clearly the urgent need to bolster 
concerted efforts towards ensuring the 

One outstanding beauty of the 
community policing initiative 
is the opportunity it afford the 

downtrodden to have 
strong stake in the security of 

their lives and properties
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Police Campaign Against Cultism and Other 
Vices receive a different coinage to suit an 
address of security challenges in other States 
with other peculiarities.

For instance, campus cultism is not a 
peculiarity is States like Borno, Yobe 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Jigawa, Kano, Zamfara 
and host of others. What's peculiar over time 
is religious extremism and of recent, banditry. 
The POCACOV can be replicated in tandem 
with peculiarities in these States, while other 
States like Plateau, Benue, Nasarawa, Kogi 

and Kwara with history of cultism should gain 
the attention as seen in South East and South 
South, where Students and Youth are 
presently renouncing their membership of 
cult groups, under the POCACOV initiative. 
In States like Oyo, Ekiti, Lagos, Ondo and 
others with history of ritual killings, Yahoo 
Yahoo along cultism, one can only hope the 
Inspector General of Police won't be 
deterred by blackmails of proponents of the 
ethnic biased initiative termed AMOTEKUN, 
his sincere efforts at taming crimes should 
continue to drive his good sense of purpose 
in the bid to actualize enhanced securities of 
the overwhelming populace. 

However, a situation where notorious Cultists 
will tactically infiltrate the POCACOV fold 

with the target to derail the good cause 
should be avoided. It is public knowledge 
that there are notorious Cultists within the 
fold of Student's Activists both at Campus 
Level and NANS Level. During elections of 
Students' Union and National Association of 
Nigerian Students Executives, leaders of Cult 
Groups are visibly seen with ammunition to 
threaten other contenders who are not cult 
members; it has become very regular ugly 
occurrences that deepened security 
challenges in Campuses across the Country. 
Funnily, these Cultists who found their ways to 

become Students Leaders/Activists are 
mostly with loud voices alleging the Police of 
inefficiency and lambasting government for 
the security challenges while still promoting 
Cultism and other vices beneath, this is the 
sad reality of the societies we live.

This poser is a challenge to the hierarchy of 
the POCACOV as all the Students/Youth 
Leaders with traces of previous participation 
in cultism should not be given voices in the 
campaign, it demean the essence and will 
make caricature of the whole efforts. In 
similar way the Inspector General of Police is 
sanitizing the fold of the Police Force through 
d i sc ip l ine and encouragement  of  
professional conducts, background check 
should be run on people partnering with the 
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The�

Exp nent�...Lead Story 

17page



T
he way we treat people we think can't 

help or hurt us — like housekeepers, 

waiters, and secretaries — tells more 

about our character than how we treat 

people we think are important. How we 

behave when we think no 

one is looking or when we 

don't think we will get 

caught more accurately 

portrays our character 

than what we say or do in 

service of our reputations. 

– Michael Josephson. 

Undoubtedly, this maxim speaks volume in 

the measure of true characteristics of 

leaders presiding over the affairs of the 

people. Where some Kings places their 

priorities on owning slaves and brutality of 

their subjects, through land grabbing and 

abuse of royalties, some Kings dedicates 

their throne to humanitarian services and 

leadership by example.  

Every era in human history have 

outstanding saviours that redirect the 

affairs of the people 

from worse to good and 

good to best .  The 

ancients referenced 

King as the inverse of the 

despots and principally 

categorised the virtues 

of Kingship as Piety and 

Justice. These edifications of royalties have 

become extremely rare among Kings in our 

societies at large but in fulfillment of 

Michael Josephson's Maxim, His Imperial 

Majesty – Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, 

The Ooni of Ife and the Leader of Yoruba 

Race, has become an acclaimed 

The Significant Moral Compass 
For Youth Mentoring

Every era in human history 
have outstanding saviours that 

redirect the affairs of the 
people from worse to good

EPITOME OF HUMANITARIANISM 
HIS ROYAL MAJESTY, OBA ADEYEYE ENITAN OGUNWUSI –THE OONI OF IFE 

By: Olawale Asunmo-edu Agboola
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pacemaker for all Kings in Africa, as 

exemplified in his hosting of the 2020 

International Youth Day Celebrations in an 

unprecedented grand style. His motivations 

for the exemplary gestures to the entire 

Nigeria Youth under the auspices of the 

National Youth Council of Nigeria, reflected 

in the mentorship acumen displayed with 

outstanding oration and refreshing candour 

at the epoch making event.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY CELEBRATIONS:

At a time of great displeasure in youthful 

delinquencies enveloping the societies with 

palpable tension, the bold initiative to 

interface with the leadership of the Youth 

was taken by the Ooni of Ife. His Imperial 

Majesty has not only raised the bar on duties 

of Royal Fathers, he has successfully laid a 

strong foundation for reorientation of Youth 

against desolation and disorientation. This 

bold initiative has classified him as a 

pacemaker in the art of instilling the spirit of 

moral uprightness among the Youth. Since 

his emergence as the foremost traditional 

ruler in Yoruba Land, his high sense of 

decorum has matched the honour and 

prestige of the Stool of Oduduwa which he 

sits upon as if he is a reincarnate of Oduduwa 

himself.

His purposeful leadership, courage and 

sense of unity are distinct among Kings, both 

of medieval and modern eras. Since his 
th

coronation on 26  October, 2015, he has 

built bridges across the globe in a manner 

that command respects for the Yoruba 

Race, every of his singular actions and 

utterances reflects the ethos of exemplar in 

positive virtues. He has united the Yoruba 

race through his visionary concepts and 

sense of unity with other Yoruba Kings.         

The celebration was not only first of note, 

it's foremost in the history of the National 

Youth Council of Nigeria – the apex body 

for over 100 Million Nigerian Youth. A 

critical evaluation of the hosting of the 

event revealed the outstanding 

hospitality, provided for the participants 

from all the States of the Federation, 

superbly accommodated at Ife Grand 

Resorts & Leisure owned by the Ooni 

himself. Ife Grand Resorts is a perfect 

ambience for relaxation and adventure. 

The participants relished the towering 

stance of the results and flowed with 

nature for their short but memorable stay 

in Ile Ife. The gathering didn't only foster 

Unity and Love among different ethnic 

nationalities from across the Country that 

graced the occasion; it pictured a 

glorious future, where tongues and tribes 

will unite for the greatness of Nigeria.

The event redefined the purpose of 

traditional institutions in a pluralistic 

society like ours and it equally threw up 

ambivalence on the subjugation of 

authorities of Kings by the Nigeria political 

system. The display of humility by the King, 

who didn't only made himself available 

for deep interactions with the Youth, but 

equally treated them to a purposeful 

reception, on and off the palace, 

remained awed in the hearts of both the 

leadership of Nigeria Youth and teeming 

participants. After a very dutiful 

mentorship and counselling session with 
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the Youth by His Imperial Majesty, he further 

treated them to a royal dinner where he 

displayed his musical talents to put them on 

the track of self esteem, courage and 

positive virtues.

If all other Kings in Nigeria will emulate the 

extraordinary vehemence of Ooni 

Adeyeye in counselling the Youth against 

immoral behaviours, the current travails of 

social decadence among youth will 

naturally be washed away. The Ooni 

displayed high sense of emotional 

concerns to the prevalent spate of immoral 

behaviours in our societies and announced 

his readiness to provide a platform for the 

Youth to redirect their senses towards talent 

hunt, entrepreneurship and showcase of 

positive energies towards the overall 

development of Nigeria. His declarations 

wowed the audience as he directed the 

President of the National Youth Council of 

Nigeria – Ambassador Sukubo Sara-Igbe 

Sukubo to prepare a proposal for TV Reality 

Show as the first platform in that regard.

On the honour of His Imperial Majesty, a 

personality of note, who was present at the 

event as a recipient of the NYCN Award of 

Special Recognition – Dr Mrs. Elizabeth 

Jack-Rich, wife of the unequalled 

philanthropist – Engr. Jack-Rich Tein 

announced the readiness of Belema Aid 

Foundation under the authority of the 

Founder/President – Engr. Jack-Rich Tein to 

fund the proposed reality show, to 

advance the good cause of Nigeria Youth.     

The Ooni is redefining the purpose of 

Traditional Institution in Nigeria, going by his 

mentorship of Youth and tutoring on 

cultural norms and values. In a viral comical 

skit by Mr Macaroni – An outstanding 

comedian, the Ooni featured in Yoruba 

Land with deep message that touches the 

heart, which corrected the wrong notions 

that civilization has wiped away the culture 

of prostrations as style of greeting elderly 

people by younger ones, especially in 

Yoruba Land. He put the issue into proper 

perspectives to properly reorientate the 

Youth on the values of respect for Elders.

If all other Kings in Nigeria will emulate the extraordinary 
vehemence of Ooni Adeyeye in counselling the 

Youth against immoral behaviours, 
the current travails of social decadence among youth 

will naturally be washed away
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Come to think of it, how can people without 

culture of respects for their parents and 

elders behave well in Societies? The 

derailment in attitudes and behaviours of 

teeming population in our societies can 

largely be linked to poor orientation. 

Excessive alcoholism, illicit drugs and other 

soc ia l  menaces  are  w i tnessed in  

unprecedented manner in our societies, 

these maladies were never part of popular 

behaviours in Africa and all these account 

for social disorder and insecurities. The Ooni 

must have studied the nexus between 

disorientation and social malaise going by 

his energy, commitment and dedication 

been displayed in mentorship of young 

people and sharpen their characters 

positively. Recently, he appointed a former 

President of the National Youth Council of 

Nigeria – Comrade Bello Bala Shagari as the 

Managing Director of Royal Africa Young 

Leadership Forum which is a further 

attestation of the giant strides of His Imperial 

Majesty in mentoring of Youth across Africa. 

At the International Youth Day Celebration, 

all the participants were shown the beauty 

of humility by His Imperial Majesty through 

exceptional simplicity and open door policy. 
thOn the 12  August, 2020, the Ooni hosted the 

National Leadership of the National Youth 

Council of Nigeria, led by the President – 

Amb Sukubo Sara-Igbe Sukubo, the 36 

States Chapter Chairmen plus FCT and 

over 70 among the NYCN affiliate 

organisations.

The glamorous event must have cost a 

for tune as  the Ooni  p layed an 

extraordinary host by making the 

celebrations a great feast. After providing 

sumptuous meals for three days for all 

participants, befitting accommodation 

and special dinner at the palace, the 

participants still benefitted whooping sum 

of Six Million Naira for transportation. If 

other traditional rulers will emulate the rare 

positive inclinations of His Imperial Majesty 

to character moulding and mentoring of 

Youth, Nigeria will easily solve the pillage of 

societal ills as well mannered citizens will 

not be involved in crimes, no matter the 

frustrations. What Nigeria need most at the 

moment is well behaved citizens that will 

promote peace and enhance economic 

growth and the Ooni has commenced 

actions towards achieving this great task, 

through different initiatives.

It is also on record that, His Imperial Majesty 

– Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, The 

O o n i  o f  I f e  m a d e  o u t s t a n d i n g  

contributions to the fight against the 

COVID 19 Pandemic through donations of 

motorized modular fumigator across the 

Country. The machines donated has 

assisted States like Sokoto, Osun, Kwara, 

Lagos and many others to disinfect the 

societies against contaminations and to 

keep the societies safe.   
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n 1999, in its resolution 54/120, the United 

INations General Assembly endorsed the 

recommendation made by the World 

Conference of Ministers of Youth (Lisbon, 8-

12 August 1998) that 12 August be declared 

as International Youth Day. 

The International Youth Day (IYD) gives an 
opportunity to celebrate and mainstream 
young peoples' voices, actions and 
initiatives, as well as their meaningful, 
universal and equitable engagement. It is a 
day set aside to celebrate the youth across 
the world. It is also used to evaluate and 
reassess the positive impacts of youth 
activities around the world and to measure 
their contributions to national growth and 
development and majorly the protection of 
young people.

Another significance of the International 
Youth Day (IYD), is that it gives an 
opportunity to celebrate and mainstream 
young peoples' voices, actions and 
initiatives, as well as their meaningful, 
universal and equitable engagement. 
Similarly, the day also serves as an 
opportunity for young people and 
especially the Government of Nations to 

crit ically analyse and assess the 
challenges and problems confronting the 
youth locally and globally with the 
intentions of profounding workable 
solutions.

In line with it's significance, the theme of 
International Youth Day 2020, “Youth 
Engagement for Global Action” seeks to 
highlight the ways in which the 
engagement of young people at the 
local, national and global levels is 
enriching national and multilateral 
institutions and processes, as well as draw 
lessons on how their representation and 
engagement in formal institutional politics 
can be significantly enhanced.

Considering the importance of the day, 
the apex Youth body in Nigeria, National 
Youth Council of Nigeria (NYCN), under 
the leadersh ip of  i t s  P res ident ,  
Ambassador Sukubo Sara-Igbe Sukubo in 
collaboration with the Federal Ministry of 
Youth  and Spor t s  Deve lopment  
organized one of the best IYD 2020 for the 
most populous black Nation.

Interestingly, the 2020 International Youth 
Day Celebration was hosted in the Ooni 
of Ife's, His Imperial Majesty, Oba 
Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II, 
e x a l t e d  s a c r e d  p a l a c e  i n  a n  
unprecedented manner.

The event attracted Youth leaders and 
Youth enthusiasts from all parts of the 
country. Among those who attended the 
program includes, but not limited to all 
Voluntary Youth Organization affiliated to 
the National Youth  Council of Nigeria 
(NYCN), All-State Chapters of NYCN, 
Youth  Focus  Non-governmenta l  
Organization, Civil Society Organizations, 
Ethnic Youth organizations, National 
Executive Council of NYCN and Past 
leaders of the Council.   

We Must Rise as Stakeholders in 
Governance and Development - Youth 

IYD 2020: OONI OF IFE, MINISTER, GOV. OYETOLA, 
OTHERS SET AGENDA FOR YOUTHS

By Abdulrahman Oyetunji
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President. The President, National Youth 
Council of Nigeria - Amb. Sukubo Sara-Igbe 
Sukubo in his welcome address elaborated 
on the theme of the 2020 International 
Youth Day celebration that Youth 
Engagement for Global Action and equally 
calls for support of all stakeholders in youth 
development sector  towards  the 
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  s u s t a i n a b l e  y o u t h  
development agenda. 

NYCN President stated "Fellow Nigerian 
youths, as we reflect on youth engagement 
for global action today, let us realize that a 
new era of opportunities and responsibilities 
is now upon us.

“Today's youth are now being called upon 
to rise as practical stakeholders in 
governance and development. Let us rise 
to this challenge,” Sukubo added.
...... Also in Engagement for Sustainable 
National Development

The 1st Guest speaker Dr Laz Ude Eze, a 
medical doctor, public health policy and 
management specialist and sustainable 
development consultant, who presented a 
paper on Youth Engagement for  
Sustainable National Development 

pointed out that, the Nigerian economy will 
witness accelerated growth when 
government at the local, state and federal 
levels do these;

“Sustainable investment in Education to 
improve the quality of education at all 
levels. This can be achieved by employing 
quality teachers, ensuring that they are well 
motivated and trained regularly, provide a 
conducive learning environment and 
making it accessible to all. Scholarships 
should be provided to encourage 
academically brilliant students and awards 
to good performing teachers". 

"Sustainable investments in the health 
sector. Primary health care facilities should 
be strengthened and health insurance 
provided for all, especially the youth as a 
healthy population is a more productive 
population, he said.
 
The Guest Speaker continued "Empower 
young people with innovative skills in ICT – 
that's the new oil. 

Provide grants or low-interest loans to youth 
with business ideas. It will keep them busy 
and create more jobs".

Provide mentorship for the youth by being 
good examples. Establish a good reward 
system that recognizes hard work and 
celebrates exceptional youths. Young 
people should be involved in every level of 
governance".

“Sustainable investment in 
Education to improve the 

quality of education 
at all levels”
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And for the NYCN and the entire Nigerian 
Youth, Dr Eze recommended that: "Invest in 
yourself. If you want someone to help you 
and the person asks “what can you do?” 
what will your response be? If your response 
is “anything”, then you're not ready. Every 
youth must have a skill and should market it 
confidently. 

He said, " every young person should be an 
active citizen. We must all get interested 
and involved in governance and 
participate actively in community 
development. Start from what you're most 
passionate about. 

"The youth is more than two-thirds of the 
total Nigerian population. The youth have 
the numerical strength and energy to 
change this country for the better but this 
will not be possible when there is no unity of 
purpose. The first step is starting from within. 

Let NYCN, NANS and other youth groups 
fight a lasting solution to the internal fights 
and factionalisation. If the youth don't get it 
right, the country will never get it right. 

"Other youth of Africa expect leadership 
from their Nigerian counterparts. We are 
already doing this at smaller levels but there 
should be an intentional action to push and 
get things right in the continent". 

D e d i c a t e d  Y o u t h s  t o  C a u s e  o f  
Environmental Conservation can influence 
Positive Change - Comrade Kilani

The second guest speaker, former MYCN 
President, Comrade Yussuf Olatunji Kilani 
who presented a paper titled "Youth Action 
for Environmental Conservation" said only 
youth that are focused and dedicated to 

the cause of environmental conservation 
can influence a positive change and 
achieve the goals. He said, " for an effective 
youth action for an environmental 
conservation programme, the following 
must be well understood and taken as an 
action plan: 

Understand the effects and implications of 
climate change, protection for wetlands 
and continuous environmental advocacy, 
promotion of effective and hygienic waste 
management system, cleaning of the 
ocean banks, control of plastic bottle use 
and recycling and youth involvement in 
agriculture and afforestation. “ It is 
important therefore to carry out the 
following actions to prepare the mindset of 
Nigerian youth in playing a vital role in 
environmental protection, safety and 
conservation, 
“Reorientat ion, Emancipation and 

Education; Identify mentors for the youth as 
source of inspiration. Regular trainings and 
professional engagement, youth need to 
be true to themselves and be real. The 
youth need to be builders not destroyers.

"Think about what you can do in your 
community and how you can effectively 
spread the message. Make it fun and 
relatable and use all your channels to 
spread the message.

"Young people are particularly vulnerable 
to the disruptions the pandemic has 
caused. Young people will form a key 
element in an inclusive recovery and the 
ach ievement  o f  the  Sus ta inab le  
Development Goals (SDGs) during this 
Decade of Action". 
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Youth Role for Sustainable Development of 
Nigeria - Minister of Youth

The Honourable Minister of Youth and 
Sports Development, Sunday Dare, who 
was represented by Dr. Mariam Abdullahi, 
a director in the ministry, explained that 
"Nigerian youth now and in the future have 
a major role to play in how our quest for 
sustainable Nigerian"/

He noted that "the International Youth Day 
constitutes part of the United Nations' 
broader World Programme of Action for 
Youth (WPAY), an initiative targeted at 
promoting the general well being and 
livelihood of young people with its priority 
focused on education, employment, 
poverty and hunger,  environmental issues, 
drug abuse, juvenile delinquency, leisure-
time activities, health, girls and women, 
HIV/AIDS, Information and Communication 
Technology, Inter-generational issues, 
armed conflict, the mixed impact of 
globalization, and the full and effective 
participation of the youth in socio-
economic development and in the 
decision-making process.

The Minister added that "the theme for the 
2020 International Youth  Day Celebration is 
“Youth Engagement for Global Action”. 
The theme seeks to highlight the ways in 
which the engagement of young people at 
the local, national and global levels is 
enriching national and multi lateral 
institutions and processes, as well as draw 
lessons on how their representation and 
engagement in formal institutional politics 
can be significantly enhanced.

"This theme is arrived at based on the strong 
belief and consensus that enabling the 
engagement of youth in formal political 
mechanisms will reduce democratic 
deficits thereby increasing the fairness of 
political processes, as well as contribute to 
better and more sustainable policies. Youth 
engagement will also restore trust in public 
institutions, especially among youth, he 
said. 

The Minister of Youth also opined that "there 
is no gainsaying that the Nigerian youth 
now and in the future have a major role to 
play in how our quest for sustainable 
development. With the youth come 
energy, innovation, and optimism hence 
we must not stop at anything to make there 
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are support ive envi ronments  and 
opportunities to lay the foundation for 
positive contributions by youth.

He also said President Muhammadu Buhari-
led administration is fully convinced that 
when the youth are fully engaged, the vast 
majority of challenges facing Nigeria as a 
nation at the moment will be effectively 
addressed. 

Dare also reiterated Government's 
commitment to the full engagement of 
Nigerian youth through the protection of 
their rights, provision of opportunities, 
national ownership and leadership, 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y ,  
sustainability, innovation, volunteerism, 
inter-generational knowledge-sharing and 
by working with, and for young people.

According to the Minister, "since the 
emergence of this Administration and in line 
with that disposition, the Government have 
been consciously working to raise the level 
of youth engagement, provide an 
enabling environment for the Nigerian 
youth to excel and reach their full 
potentials; so that the Nigerian society can 
fully enjoy the immense benefits associated 
with investment on the youth. In this regard, 
many initiatives, programmes and activities 
have been floated. As you are already 
aware,  the Government recent ly  
approved the Nigerian Youth Investment 
Fund. 

He continued, “ in line with our commitment 
to the full engagement of the Nigerian 
youth, the President National Youth Council 
of Nigeria, Amb. Sukubo Sara-Igbe Sukubo, 

the Speaker Nigeria Youth Parliament and 
a good number of other young people are 
members of the Nigerian Youth Investment 
Fund Focal Group. The NYIF Group, which is 
an assemblage of youth leaders and 
groups f rom diverse endeavours ,  
entrepreneurial experts and individuals with 
youth development and financial expertise 
is tasked with the responsibility of 
aggregating stakeholders' views and inputs 
and make same available to the Technical 
Committee for implementation. 

"The Digital literacy and skill acquisition, 
Entrepreneurship, Employability and 
Leadership Initiative of the Ministry as you 
are aware, is ongoing. This is one of the 
Ministry's initiatives targeted at changing 
the scenario where a significant proportion 
of the Nigerian youth join the labour force 
yearly without the requisite skills and 
experience essential for them to fend for 
themselves and fully become productive 
members of the Nigerian society". 

Youth Need to Learn from Elders - Gov. 
Oyetola

Representing Governor Gboyega Oyetola 
of Osun State at the event, the state's 
Commissioner for Youth and Sports, Mr Yemi 
Lawal, explained that the youth have a lot 
to learn from elders towards reaching their 
goals.

“As much as we youth are important, let us 
be humble enough to learn from our elders 
because they were once like us. Humility, 
persistence, and patience is the key and 
we must be upright in our dealings,” he said.
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Create Nigeria Reality Show to Promote our 
Cultural Values - Ooni

The Ooni of Ife, Oba Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi, Ojaja IIII took the stage to give 
Nigerian youth his royal address and 
admonition. He called on all  the 
participants to always involve themselves in 
positive ventures that will 
contribute to our fortune as 
a nation and equally use 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
condemn the on-going Big 
Brother Naija Lockdown 
Show saying that it does not 
portray our youth as responsible citizens.

H e  s a i d  t h e  r e a l i t y  s h o w  w a s  
“misrepresenting the goodness and 
integrity of the Nigerian youth”. As a 
replacement, he suggested a reality show 
that would project the country's values, 
cultures, and traditions, tagged “The Big 
Nigeria Reality Show”.

Ooni suggested that" the 
proposed show will be 
structured in a way that 
young profess ionals ,  
talented individuals, and 
others across several 
fields of endeavour will 

be showcased and helped to reach their 
peak. This would help the participants and 
also help viewers to have access to people 
that can be seen as role models".

The youth at the occasion announced and 
decorated Ooni Ogunwusi as the”Royal 
Father of Nigerian Youth” and Dr Elizabeth 
Jack-Rich as the "Matron of Nigerian Youth 
in recognition and appreciation of their 
immeasurable commitment towards youth 
development in the country.

“The Big Nigeria 
Reality Show”

Dr Elizabeth Jack-Rich Awarded as the "Matron of Nigerian Youth
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the Ministry of Transportation. When this 

administration took over in the year 2015, to 

the credit of the Goodluck Ebele Jonathan 

Administration, the Kaduna/Abuja rail line 

was at the stage of completion, between 

85/90 percent completion stages. 

T h e  A m a e c h i  l e d  

Transportation Ministry 

with no recourse to party 

a f f i l i a t i o n  a n d  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  

importance of efficient 

transportation system to 

the economy ensured 

t h e  i m m e d i a t e  

complet ion  o f  the  

standard gauge line, and 

today, in the face of security 

challenges along the Kaduna/Abuja 

expressway, the rail line serves as a viable 

alternative to ply this route.

This will serve as the beginning of great 

things to happen in the Ministry since the 

return of the democratic system in the year 

I
n 2018, when the Buhari's campaign 

team came with the term Next Level, 

hardly would anybody think about the 

Ministry of Transportation leading the charts 

in the actualization of the Next Level 

Agenda. Over time, the Nigeria 

road map to development in 

the area of transportation 

has been neglected, the 

idea behind this, nobody 

could fathom, from one 

administration to the 

other, the rhetoric were; 

we will do this and that, all 

becoming a campaign 

catchword, like a former USA 

P r e s i d e n t  s a i d ,  p o l i t i c i a n s  

campaign in poetry while governing in 

prose.

But it seems the case has been different, 

especially in the Nigerian Transportation 

Industry with Amaechi and Gbemi leading 
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1999. While the principal role of transport is 

to provide access to different locations for 

businesses and individuals, it then became 

a tool for transactions, in Nigeria, no actual 

measurement of the contribution of the 

transportation system has been measured, 

however, many Countries of the World had 

it measured and on annual basis, state its 

contribution to the economic growth of 

their Countries.

In New Zealand for example, transportation 

accounts for about 5% of their total annual 

GDP. According to some sources, 

transportation is contributing about 7% to 

America's GDP, it is having a similar effect 

on the UK economy as published in 

different publications. While transportation 

means differs, from the land, rail, air, and 

water, they contribute differently and have 

peculiar functions and needs. Nigeria with 

arable lands and other natural resources, 

surely, is in need of a sophisticated rail 

transportation system to be able to 

transport its farm produce in a convenient 

and cost-friendly manner.

In all, there is no doubt to the fact that  

Transport is an important sector of the 

economy in its own right: transport 

infrastructure provision is then important for 

any countries thinking about growth and 

development, deeply, I am assured this 

was the thinking for the proper foundation 

laid by our colonial masters which began in 

1896 on rail transportation. The road map of 

a cape gauge which was designed to 

connect the south to the north through 

Lagos-Bennin-Nguru in Niger state and the 

east to the north through the Port Harcourt-

Niger-Maiduguri line with several branches 

linking other parts of the country, the Linking 

Line connects Kaduna on the Western Line 

to Kafanchan on the Eastern Line. 

Ifaw–Ilaro, Minna–Baro, Zaria–Kaura, 

Kuru–Jos, Baro-Kano Railway Stations, 

among others, for easy transportations of 

human and resources.

To further the development, there was a 

plan for standard gauge especially after 

the discovery of Ore in 1987, a contract was 

awarded to build the Central Line, a 

standard gauge railway to connect the 

iron ore deposits at Itakpe to the Ajaokuta 

Steel Mill and the Atlantic Ocean Port of 

Warri with 5years completion plan, like all 

other promises, five years span to 30 solid 

years, In August 2017, the Minister of 

Transportation, Chibuike Rotimi Amaechi 

announced that the railway would be 

completed by the China Civil Engineering 

Construction Corporation and Julius 

Berger, and indeed, the line was test run in 

November 2018, after 30years of initiation 

and neglect by different administrations. 

This making it the second standard gauge 

line to be completed by the ministry under 

the super minister Amaechi.

In 2006, the government of former 

president Olusegun Obasanjo contracted 

an agreement with the China Civil 

Engineering Construction Corporation 

(CCECC) to build the Lagos–Kano 

Standard Gauge Railway. Due to paucity 
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of funds, it was later decided to complete 

the project in segments, bringing about the 

segmentation of Abuja to Kaduna (187 km), 

it was to be completed in the year 2016, 

1 0 y e a r s  a f t e r  b y  A m a e c h i  l e d  

transportation ministry officially opened the 

line for commercial purpose on the 26th of 

July 2016. To continue the plan, the 

Lagos–Ibadan section began construction 

in March 2017, the 

(156 km) stretched 

standard gauge is 

cur rent ly  at  95% 

completion level and 

has been test run with 

a new locomotive 

train few months ago. 

With stations and 

substations along the 

path totaling 10, from Ebute Meta Lagos 

spanning Abeokuta, Ogun state to Ibadan 

in Oyo state, with a further link to Apapa 

port.

For the completion of the planned Lagos-

Abuja-Kaduna-kano stretch as designed 

and awarded in 2004, Rotimi Chibuike 

Amaechi, On 15 May 2018, signed a $6.68 

billion contract with the China Civil 

Engineering Construction Corporation. 

Construction is expected to take 2-3 years 

from the availability of funds. This stretch 

includes; the Ibadan-Osogbo-Ilorin (200 

km) stretch, Osogbo–Ado Ekiti, Ilorin-Minna 

(270 km), Minna–Abuja, and Kaduna-Kano 

(305 km). The Eastern rail line that connects 

Port Harcourt – Bonny 

to Maiduguri also has 

b e e n  b i l l e d  f o r  

commencement by 

the end of the year 

2020.

This much as achieved 

in the resurgence and 

evo lu t ion  o f  new 

standard gauge lines has more to do with 

the dedication and commitment of the 

honorable minister of transportation 

towards the actualization of a standard 

means of transportation to aid the 

development and growth of the nation. 

While Amaechi was busy, touring the 

country in the supervision of the new gauge 

lines, his counterpart in the ministry, Senator 

Gbemisola Saraki was busy with the 

improvement of service delivery at the 

Nigerian Ports and other Transportation 

Sectors.

In collaboration with the Nigerian Port 

Authority, the Onne port in River State 

received Maersk's first direct service 

containership from the Far East to the Onne 

Port in Rivers State. The gearless ship named 

KYPARISSIA with a capacity of 4,800 TEUs 

Amaechi led transportation 
ministry officially opened 
the line for commercial 

purpose on the 26th 
of July 2016
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and brought to the West Africa Container 

Terminal (WACT), in Onne Port by Maersk 

under its FEW3 service, is the first Maersk 

vessel to visit the Port without first calling at 

any port in Lagos. There has been 

continuous dredging of the eastern ports in 

Calabar, Warri in Delta state in a bid to 

reduce the traffic in Apapa port in Lagos 

State, which has been yielding positive 

responses with some of the ports receiving 

their fast ship calls after many years. This feat 

has equally increased the IGR due to the 

government in no small ways. This attests to 

the great organizational skills and synergy 

between the ministry and her agencies.

The Nigeria Maritime Services, Council for 

the Regulation of Freight Forwarding in 

Nigeria (CRFFN) and other agencies under 

the Ministry have equally improved in their 

service deliveries and indeed revenue 

generation to the government. In a bid to 

cushion the effect of the pandemic, COVID-

19 in the transportation sector, the Minister of 

State for Transportation Senator Rukayat 

Gbemi Saraki not long ago announced 

10billion naira palliative/measure for 

transporters, speaking to the proactive 

measures put in place for transportation 

especially the road transport workers.

The establishment of the University of 

Transportation located at Daura, Katsina 

State Nigeria, also is in consonance with their 

mission of sustainability, the Transportation 

U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  t r a i n  N i g e r i a n s  o n  

maintenance and constructions of viable 

means of transportation in rail, road, water, 

and air transport. The Ministry in the past 15 

months has demonstrated clear vision, 

dedication, and will to improve the Nigerian 

Transport System beyond rhetoric. Worthy of 

note is the understanding and synergy 

birthing unprecedented achievement in the 

Ministry between the two Ministers manning 

the affairs of the Ministry.  The two Ministers 

have demonstrated leadership beyond 

imagination, focusing on what is needed to 

be done against the egocentric and 

individual interest in the ministry,  this has in 

no measure  a id  the growth  and 

development of the Nigerian Transportation 

System.

In all measures, the Transportation Ministry 

under Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi and Senator 

Rukayat Gbemisola Saraki has achieved its 

core missions, which is to provide a safe, 

secure, efficient, affordable and seamless 

inter-modal transport system that is self-

sustaining and pivotal to the socio-

economic growth in line with global best 

practice. And no doubt, the Ministry has 

been the worthy face of the Next Level 

Agenda.
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The new world (Jigawa State), located in 
the North West Geo- Political Zone of 
Nigeria was created out of Kano State on 

th
27  of August1991 by the then Military 
Dictator, General Ibrahim Badamosi 
Babangida. The state, a predominantly 
Islamic State with over ninety-nine 
percentage (99%) of the state being 
Muslims shares borders with the Niger 
Republic and other Northern states like; 
Yobe to the North-East, Bauchi to the South-
east and South, Kano to the South- West 
and Katsina to the North- West.

The new world (Jigawa State), consisting of 
majorly the Hausa/ Fulani is blessed with rich 
cultural heritage which is mirrored in their 

mode of dressing, marriage, festivals, 
food, music and dance et al. The State is a 
mainly Agricultural State with large land 
area for farming of farm produce ranging 
from wheat, millet, maize, beans, 
groundnut, cassava, soya beans to 
mention but few. When talking about 
States with places of attraction, Jigawa 
State cannot but be included in the 
number as it is a sight to behold with 
monumental places of interest like; the 
Baturayi bird sanctuary, Hadejia walls, 
Emir of Dutse palace, Birnin-kudu rock 
paintings etc.

The culture of the land, though archaic is 
sometimes enviable to a visitor to the 
state courtesy of the sweet reminisce of 
ancient days it brings. Howbeit, it is worthy 
to note that this culture, not minding how 
good it is has hampered some sectors of 
the state and has led to the retarded 
growth and development of the State.

The administrative Head of the State 
(Governor) in joint effort with the 
Honorable Commissioner for Health of 
Jigawa State; Abba Umar Zakari had 
done laudably well in the health sector of 
the State through the visible feats of 

MY DIALOGUE WITH THE NEW WORLD STATE
JIGAWA STATE

By: Dada Blessing       dadaoluseyiblessing@gmail.com       08100336879

His Excellency Mohammed Badaru Abubakar 
(The Executive Governor of Jigawa State) 

GIRLS, NOT BRIDE 
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meaningful inputs into the Health Sector of 
the State to care for the well-being of 
citizens of the State. Nevertheless, it is not 
only expected of Paul to plant but also of 
Apollo to water what has been planted.

Just like the political term ' Accountable 
leadership, Responsible citizens'. The 
Governor of the State in conjunction with 
the Ministry of Health have played their 
parts by being accountable but it is quite 
unfortunate that some citizens have not 
lived up to expectation on their parts as 
responsible citizens to bring to fruition the 
efforts of the State government on health 
with the presence of some age-long 
cultures which ought to be long forgotten 
that pose some health related dangers on 
the people, Women especially.

Early marriage; an acceptable norm in the 
State, has greatly dealt a cruel blow on the 
female folks thereby sending many to their 
early grave and leaving some in unending 
pain and societal emblem of stigma. 
Imagine a young, budding girl of 12 married 
off to a 50 year old farmer as the culture 
allows who to make matters worse, has four 
wives already. 

The poor girl whose reproductive organs 
are sti l l  in the formation stage is 
impregnated by her father/ husband figure 
with no proper ante- natal care because of 

illiteracy and ignorance, unfortunately 
have complications in delivery which made 
her a victim of Vesico Vagina Fistula (VVF), 
an abnormal opening between the 
bladder and the vagina that results in 
continuous and uncontrollable leaking of 
urine through the vagina which was due to 
the early intrusion into her fragile, immature 
reproductive organs leaving her oozing a 
pungent smell.

According to research, one of the major 
reasons for Vesico Vagina Fistula (VVF) is 
child marriage which is a predominant 
scourge in Northern States. This is not to say 
that VVF does not exist in the Southern and 
Eastern States but the Northern figure is 
visibly alarming because of the high rate of 
CHILD BRIDES.

Although, the State Government had 
established hospitals in every Local 
Government Areas of the State, the rural 
dwellers have not equally been benefitting 
from this largesse as a result of the 
considerable distance between their 
Hamlets to the town where these health 
centers are situated. A visit to a Fulani 
settlement a stone throw to my place of 
primary assignment ( PPA), revealed that, 
pregnant women are sent to live with 
relatives in the town once they are near 
delivery to forestall any mishap that might 
result from the long journey to the hospital 

Jigawa State Governor Agricultural Strides 
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for delivery.  This is not too good. Excess 
child bearing is another heartbreaking 
norm in the state especially in the rural 
settlements. One woman bears at least ten 
(10) children yet,  This still counting.
unhealthy health practice will to a long way 
expose these women to a great degree of 
health complications. Something needs to 
be done.

Education; a universally accepted catalyst 
to the growth and betterment of any 
society is not 100% seen for what it is in some 
parts of the State. The culture of the land 
has so much rub off the educational system 
and method of teaching in schools thus 
retarding the advancement of education 
in the state. The government of the State 
has done considerably well in rejuvenating 
the Education Sector of the State, however, 
the massive knowledge gap between the 
rural and urban areas cannot be 
overlooked and the inequality in the 
distribution of facilities that facilitate 
effective learning. 

Early marriage is a cankerworm that is 
silently relegating education in the State, 
65% of girls are married off in their teens 
cutting short their dreams and aspirations of 
becoming meaningful members of the 
society in the future as a result of the cultural 
belief that females should not be left to stay 
long in their father's house before they are 
married off. It is also believed that 
education is not for the female child; too 
much education is not fit for a girl child who 
to them should be married off at a ripe age 
to start bearing children.

The environment does not allow for 
contemporary methods of teaching like 
field trip (excursion), laboratory methods 
and audio- visual methods that facilitate 

effective comprehension and Students 
participation because of the absence of 
power supply to power electr ical 
equipments to enhance teaching. For over 
60 months, in some Local Government 
Areas of the State, particularly Gagarawa, 
they have been living without electricity. 
How then will children from these parts of 
the State measure up to the standard of 
their counterparts in other States enjoying 
the goodies of technology with the help of 
electricity?

The Almajiris (majorly male in their teens) 
roaming the streets in threadbare clothes, 
scavenging for food is another menace that 
is a drawback to the education system and 
rating of the State. These children who 
ought to have unrestrained access to 
education as a dividend of them being part 
of the members of the society were not 
given this fair share due to the illiteracy and 
ignorance of their parents that a male child 
is expected to fend for himself.  An idle 
hand they say is the devil's workshop and A 
hungry man is an angry man. These children 
who are at the mercy of the street for 
survival will undoubtedly be willingly 
enlisted into the dreaded insurgent sect if 
tipped with a token. One is left to ask this 
pertinent heart aching questions, "Why has 
it become a crime to be born into the world 
as a male child? Why are these children 
(The Almajiris) who can grow up to become 
well meaning individuals of the State and 
make the glory of the State shine bright 
even across the shores of Nigeria if given 
formal education left on the street to fend 
for themselves with the harsh hand of the 
Northern weather, meting its scorch on 
them unabated?

Even the children who were fortunate to 
find themselves in the classroom were not 
all the time fortunate to be taught by those 
exposed to westernization but only the 
crude method of teaching. In some cases, 
these teachers are not to be blame as the 
only facility to teach are crude and 
obsolete hence the crude method of 
teaching. When will this end?  Jigawa State 
is largely known to be one of the peaceful 
States in the North with several security 
measures adequately put in place to 
safeguard the Citizens of the State and 

Jigawa State Governor with an Investor, Alhaji Indimi 
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avail them to go about their daily activities 
without batting an eyelid and sleep with 
their eyes fully closed at night. The security 
situation in Jigawa State can be aptly 
described as peacefully peaceful.

Notwithstanding the tight security situation 
in the State, it will be good to point out that 
the underutilized large landmass between 
each Local Government Area to another in 
the State can be a strategic hideout for 
Terrorists to lay ambush on the unsuspecting 
citizens to unleash their devilish venom on 
them.

The Government of the State has 
tremendously contributed immensely to 
the health, educacation and security of the 

State and should be greatly showered with 
encomium for this great work. It is only a 
critic that will see an Elephant and s y he 

a

sees nothing. However, regardless of the 
unimaginable feat achieved by the 
Government of the State, there is still more 
to do to make the work Completely 
complete as there are still more loopholes 
that needs to be filled to prevent locust 
from invading the new world (Jigawa 
State). 

Having appraised all these, the under listed 
proffered solutions will place the education 
sector of the State at parity with Southern 
Counterparts, revive the almost dead 
health sector and consolidate the security 
network of the State if strictly adhered to; 

· On health, there should be at least, one 
well equipped, standard hospital and 
dispensary to facilitate standard delivery of 

health service to the inhabitants of the 
Local Government and its environs to 
reduce mortality rate.

· Maternity Health Care Centers should 
also be situated in rural settlements to 
provide prompt delivery services to 
pregnant women which will simultaneously 
afford the inhabitants first aid services in 
time of need.

· Competent Medical Personnel should 
be deployed to the hospitals and 
dispensaries in these Local Government 
Areas because due to the fact that most of 
these Local Government Heath centers are 
devoid of competent personnel.

· Cit i zens should be adequately 
sensitized by health experts on the dangers 
associated with child marriage, excess 
child bearing, cervical cancer, Fistula etc 
on women's health.

· The almost dilapidated state of 
education in the state can be resuscitated 
if adequate learning facilities are provided 
for schools to create an enabling 
environment for both teachers and 
students and enhance the effectiveness of 
teaching and learning. 

· Capable and competent teachers who 
know well their onions should be deployed 
to schools in the state that are devoid of 
such teachers. It is noteworthy here to also 
suggest that these teachers should be well 
remunerated in due time to encourage 
their morale to passionately impart 
knowledge on the students.

CHILD BRIDEThe Almajiris
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· Re- training services like conferences, 
seminars and workshops should be given to 
the teachers (all costs on Government) to 
widen their horizon and keep them abreast 
of contemporary teaching methods, 
content selection,  evaluation strategies 
and other relevant latest modus operandi 
of teaching.

· Girl Child Education should be 
encouraged in the State, especially in the 
rural areas where this is seen as not 
important. The community should be 
enlightened that the Girl Child is not only 
useful in za oza room (the other room) alone 
but should be properly educated to 
become meaningful individuals in the 
society which will in turn be a plus to their 
community.

Female personalities like; Her Excellency, 
Professor Amina J. Mohammed (Deputy 
Secretary General of United Nations), Ngozi 
Okonjo Iweala (Ph. D) (Member, Board of 
Directors, World Bank), Mrs. Kemi Adeosun, 
(Formal Minister of Finance), The Late 
Professor Dora Akuiyili, Hajia Sadiya Farouq 
(Minister, Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs, 
Disaster  Management and Social  
Development) would not have gotten to 
this peak and achieve such feats if they 
had been denied access to formal and 
quality education or relegated to za oza 
room (the other room) to warm their 
husband's bed, become baby making 
machines. The potentials of these great 
w o m e n  h a v e  b e n e f i t t e d  t h e i r  
Communities, States, Nigeria and even the 
world at large.

Almajiris should be taken off the streets and 
enrolled in schools for formal education, 
being in the street for survival makes them 
prone to eventually become members of 
the insurgent sect. They, (the Almajiris), are 
a time bomb waiting to explode which will 
in no small way wreck havoc on the State 
and our Country; Nigeria if not taken off the 
streets and given a better life.

Even the security situation of the State is not 
well secured with these hungry children on 
the streets who just like Esau, can sell their 
birthright ( Jigawa State and probably 
Nigeria) for a bowl of soup due to the 
painful and unbearable pangs of hunger, 
thereby causing unrest in the State in 
connivance with our ' dreaded enemies' 
BOKO HARAM. Establishments should be 
situated on the large unutilized landmass to 
prevent terrorists from using pitching their 
hideout on these spots to perpetrate their 
evil acts. Intelligent report from citizens to 
the Government on any suspected foul 
play on security should be encouraged to 
forestall terrorists from invading the land.

It is unarguably believed that, the health, 
education and security situation of a State 
will to a long way determine the level of 
output, productivity and success such state 
will achieve. It is therefore highly expected 
that a state or country that wants to 
measure up to standard with neighbouring 
states or country to meaningfully invest into 
the health, education and security of such 
State or country. Definit ively, the 
aforementioned proffered solutions, if 
strictly carried out, Jigawa State will be 
nothing but the envy of all States.
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T
he moon is sighted and 
its rays reflect into the 
academics ambience 

with the glint of cold sunlight, 
from a great gash to red 
stripes, to the State Capital 
of Kwara State where 
people swooping and 
singing. 

On 22nd June, 2019, the 
former Rector of Kwara State 
Polytechnic, Alhaji Mas'ud 
Elelu tenure elapsed. Before 
the time, his ten years of leadership at the 
State Polytechnic was applauded. The 
conference marking which National Board 
F o r  T e c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  ( N B T E ) ,  
recommends for all Polytechnics started in 
the Polytechnic under his administration, 
the Institution survived without government 
subvention for ten years, Invented more 
Departments, ensured academics stability, 
facilitated Tetfund Project etcetera. 

Meanwhile, the moon was sighted on 
October 27, 2019, following the approval of 
the Executive Governor of Kwara State, 
Mallam. AbdulRahman AbdulRasaq an 
altruist ic scholar, Dr. Abdul Jimoh 
Mohammed was appointed as the new 
Rector, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin.  Dr. 

A b d u l  J i m o h  
Mohammed was until his 
appointment the Deputy 
Rector (Academics) at 
the Federal Polytechnic 
Offa (FPO), Kwara State.

He holds two doctorate 
degrees, including one in 
M e t a l l u r g i c a l  a n d  
Material Science at the 
Witwatersrand University 
South Africa in 2016. He 

had bagged his Masters of Engineering 
(Mechanical) in 1998 from the Obafemi 
Awolowo University, eight years after he 
finished his first degree in a Mechanical 
Engineering (1990) at the University of Ilorin. 
He also has a Post Graduate Diploma in 
Computer Science.

D r .  M o h a m m e d  h a s  m a n a g e r i a l  
experiences in the academics spanning 27 
years. He was Head of Department of 
Mechanical Engineering (FPO) between 
2000 and 2004; Dean of Faculty of 
Engineering (FPO) between 2008 and 2012; 
and Deputy Rector Academics (FPO) 
between 2011 and date.

He is a corporate member of the Nigeria 
Society of Engineers; Registered Engineer 
with the Council for Regulation of 
Engineering in Nigeria (COREN); corporate 
member of the Nigerian Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers; and Fellow of the 
Nigeria Institute of Data Processing 
Management. Now, the moon arrived as a 
blessing to the polytechnic community. 
Despite his short time in office, he hosted 
landmark 20th Edi t ion of  Niger ia 
Polytechnic Games (NIPOGA) with nothing 
less than 4,000 participants that attended. 
Considered the numbers of games, 
contingents that played during the event, 
such as Volleyball, Table Tennis, Scrabble, 
Hockey, Athletics, Handball, Tennis, Basket 
ball, Chess, Badminton, Taekwondo and 
Football. The institution also make used of 

WHEN THE MOON IS SIGHTED
Olufadi Balarabe Ayuba, Writes

Dr. Abdul Jimoh Mohammed
Rector. Kwara State Polytechnic Ilorin  
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some facilities at the Kwara State Stadium for 
smoothened event. Also, furniture of class 
rooms, effective academics stability, 
rehabilitation of Students' cafe and ongoing 
completion of abandoned projects within 
short period of time. 

On 31st March, 2020, as the number of 
Coronavirus infections in the country surges, 
the Kwara State Polytechnic under the 
administration led by Dr. Abdul Jimoh 
Mohammed has developed a germicidal 
hand rub to curb the spread of the virus, 
even as the institution disclosed plans to 
produce other variants of sanitizers such as 
t h e  a n t i v i r u s  w i p e s .  T h e  s c h o o l  
management, in its wisdom, felt that Kwara 
Polytechnic can contribute its quota to what 
the state government is doing to curb the 
spread of COVID-19, and so it charged the 
S c i e n c e  L a b o r a t o r y  T e c h n o l o g y  
Department with the responsibility of coming 
up with the hand sanitizer as its own way of 
making input. Without waste of time, it was 
achieved. Even though it cost a reasonable 
amount of money, they decided to donate 
the hand sanitizers to the state government.

However, two weeks after presenting two 
hundred bottles of sanitizers to Kwara State 
Government, the Kwara State Polytechnic, 
Ilorin, has produced a pedal-operated hand 
washing machine to help in curbing the 
spread of coronavirus in the State. The 
machine is easy to operate for everyone. A 
light press on the left pedal gets soap 
coming out while the right side switches the 

water on for thorough hand washing. Once 
the leg is raised, it stops flowing. Indeed, it 
served as improvement on the traditional 
style. Consequently, the management of 
the polytechnic has been directed to 
produce more as the state government 
announced the adoption of the pedal-
operated machine for use in MDAs, markets, 
parks and other public spaces in the state to 
strengthen their efforts against the COVID-19 
disease. 

Behold, the moon sighted in the state 
polytechnic, the glare from the moon on our 
hands isn't no less dazzling.

Meanwhile, the abandoned hostels need to 
be reorganized and restructured for 
students, to enhance their academic 
performance. Also, the new administration 
should look into staff welfares and 
promotional implementation as at when 
due and part-time lecturers should be 
consider for full-time job for effective 
services. Academics stability and admission 
procedure should be another angle of 
priority.

 The agitated caged birds in our den, would 
sing the song of an audacious hope, so we 
hope and believe in the dreams of reality by 
Engr. Dr Abdul Jimoh Mohammed (The 
Rector, Kwara State Polytechnic, Ilorin).
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igeria is the seventh most populated 

NCountry in Sub-Saharan Africa. It is 

estimated that, around 55 percent 

of the country's population is made up of 

youths and the repercussion of such a 

growth rate is obtainable in the risen state of 

moral decadence in our present day 

society. A rapid population growth is not 

only a burden on the resources of many 

developing countries, but also set back the 

productivity of youthful age.

Nigeria, the giant of Africa has just clocked 

her sexagenarian age '60 years', the 

question that should slip faster on Nigerians 

lips is how far so far has the country invest in 

her youth? It's evident that, the Country is 

indeed confronted with myriad of 

challenges, but to be frank a bit, the 

challenges are threatening, uncensored 

and unguarded.  Corrupt ion,  drug 

addiction, indecent dressing, engagement 

in cult activities, turn down of values system 

among others have been identified as 

threats and thereby encapsulate the 

concept of moral decadence.

In the present dispensation, people are 

facing various problems and difficulties in 

Niger ia,  most ly because of moral  

decadence among the youth, moral 

decadence as a process start with the 

family and ends for the worst cases, it's quite 

disheartening that most parent regret, failed 

to control their children, teachers regret 

...Perspectives   

failing to control their students,  and political 

leaders display nonchalant attitudes 

against the youth. Chaos were been 

mounted everywhere viza viz small society 

and the larger one.

 It's a big challenge to maintain and bolster 

this large number of people properly, but 

unfortunately a significant percentage of 

the youth is being affected by moral 

decadence, it causes many social problems 

and sadly the scenario is getting out of hand 

as days passed by, meeting up with society 

r e q u i r e m e n t ,  e v e r y b o d y  s h o u l d  

concentrate on the moral decadence 

among the youths and find the solution to 

curb the menace.

 

Moral decadence can be said to be a 

decline in what's said to be right and of 

good standard by many people. Cases of 

moral decadence among Nigerian youths is 

too extreme, if we take a critical look at the 

social trends of the early preindustrial society 

with what's obtainable now as a result of 

industrialization. It's visible that, there is a 

drastic change. Numerous cases of criminal 

activities viz a viz rape, kidnapping, robbery 

among others are what become subjects of 

our present day society.

Family is one of the most important part of 

our lives as we are closely involved in from 

our birth till death, so, in case of any 

decadence the family get affected first and 

NIGERIAN YOUTHS AND 

By: Musa Muritala Bada
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the most, if anyone does anything wrong 

which is related to moral decadence 

people usually start gossiping about the 

whole family and they consider the family 

not good enough at providing proper 

guidance and inculcate appropriate values 

to the victims under this circumstance.

Get it as it be, Nigerian youths are busy with 

Big Brother Naija Show, in less than 12 hours, 

Nigerians Raised 20million as a farewell to a 

disqualified participant of BBN show. So sad 

that we out rightly hurl blames on our 

Government   at all level for everything, for 

our headache, our hunger, our insomniac, 

our piles, our infertility and the host of others, 

but I have began to believe we are the 

Architect of our problems, not primarily the 

leaders but we are deliberately sitting on the 

fence to judge ourselves on kegs of gun 

powders. 

Many are lying helplessly in hospital beds, 

nursing one ailment or the other coupled 

with difficulties to settle bills, they go ahead 

and stooped so low to come to public and 

start begging for token to restore their 

draining health and brethren for surgical 

operation, kidney transplant, cancers, and 

lots more but we turn our deaf ears, all we 

could lavish our finances on is a mere live 

show, only if posterity will forgive our 

inhumanness.

Naturally any sane person doesn't like crisis,  

everybody wants to ensure success and 

happiness which may get hampered 

because of the crisis, so the independent 

and progressive members of family 

especially the married youth will start 

thinking about getting separated so that 

they can live happily, in worst  cases,  who 

can take care of the aged,  they consistently 

involves in any evil act,  they go through 

tough time,  as they are to face criticism,  

endure disrespect,  lose kinship,  confront 

legal issues and tolerate community based 

judgment, these can't be thought of 

anyone, not even in their darkest nightmare. 

Every responsible youths live in a society and 

has to follow the rules and regulation of their 

respective society,  society teaches people 

etiquette and manners and also limits in term 

of attitudes,  interaction,  behaviour and 

relationship,  as part of the society,  anyone 

can't and should not cross the limit whenever 

anyone crosses those limits people consider 
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it evil arising from moral decadence, but 

unfortunately,  this is very harsh time for the 

society, youths are in negative competitions 

in crossing limits. Currently, it's a common 

phenomenon that many people are 

getting involved in atrocity all in the name of 

freedom, values, religion, and politics 

among others.

Definitely this is one of the most degrading 

and shocking results of moral decadence, 

youths forget to practice values,  rather 

they give utmost priority to their enjoyment 

and dominating attitudes, they do not listen 

to their parents,  teachers and even elders, 

they consider themselves as the Kings of 

their own lives and continue the mistakes.

This scenario signify how youths are involving 

themselves in criminal  activities throughout 

the country, it also causes social disorder 

and inspires criminal activities,  the youths 

who are involved in these kind of activities 

do not continue their studies in many cases 

rather they often get involved in a devilish 

activities like drug abuse,  child trafficking,  

thuggery and hooliganism,  kidnapping,  

blackmailing, examination malpractices 

and breaking of official recruitment tests, all 

these posed as a result of continuous moral 

decadence of the youths which make the 

entire society insecure and uncomfortable 

for living. It's usual that whatever change 

either positive or negative happens in the 

society always have significant impacts on 

the Country. The people who were born 

before 1980s can realise the extent of social 

changes and its impact,  there was a time 

when political leaders used to feel proud in 

serving the Country as well as the people,  

but now we witness so many complaints and 

scandal against the political leaders and 

activist, it's only happening as a result of 

moral and social decadence.

There's a flimsy hope for a Country whose 

youths are less concerned about the 

trajectory their country is moving to. It's the 

high time Nigeria youths worn their thinking 

cap and thinks outside the box.

 Nigeria is a land bestowed with milk and 

honey, yet presently we gain little. Before the 

a d v e n t  o f  m o d e r n  m e a n s  o f  

communication, our forefather lived within 

progressive and peaceful atmosphere and 

slept with their two eyes closed,  but now the 

panic and rampant unacceptable 

behaviours of Youth has deprived a lot of 

Nigeria to live perfectly and peacefully, 

Now it's too easy to be involved in criminal 

activities, bribery and corruption are very 

common phenomena now in Nigeria, in 

worst cases, people believe that without the 

bribe,  no particular task can be done at 
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present, professional killers kill someone 

even for few thousands of money, militant 

activities are a big warning for safety of the 

people and a biggest challenge for the Law 

enforcement agencies to control it.

It's high time everyone took necessary 

initiatives to stop the spreading Of these 

a la rming d i sease  because mora l  

decadence decrease the nation glory 

more than COVID-19. Families can 

strengthen ties among the family members 

and practice good manners and values 

that can be exemplary just to create better 

atmosphere and to validate the leader of 

tomorrow, our youth's claims and dream.

Teachers and Elders should focus on discuss 

of ethical,  religious and patriotic issues with 

the youths so that they can properly justify 

their activities and youth can dream of a 

better future,  society can create 

awareness programmes against the illegal 

and harmful activities.  The society also can 

create such an environment where the 

youths can share issues through interaction 

with their dearest and close associates, the 

government should also come forward to 

help the youths so that they can protect 

themselves from moral decadence.

There is no doubt that, Nigerian Youths is 

laced with drug addiction while efforts were 

intensified on the increasing rate of drug 

addiction in our country. According to a 

research on drug abuse by Nigeria's 

National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and the 

Center for Research and Information on 

Substance Abuse with technical support 

from the United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime (UNODC) showed the highest levels of 

drug use was recorded among people 

aged between 25 to 39, with Cannabis 

being the most widely used drug. Sedatives, 

heroin, cocaine and the non-medical use of 

prescription opioid were also noted. 

The age bracket comprises of youths, with 

this one is safe to conclude that Nigerian 

youths mostly engage in drug addiction 

leaving other relevant engagement 

untouched.

The government should ensure frequent 

educational atmosphere, employment 

opportunities and secure lives and dream of 
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the youths which can encourage them to 

think positively and ensuring works that 

would engaging the youths in vocational 

training,  cultural activities,  safety cautions 

and Precautions in using the internet Verily, 

Youths are the assets of any Country, but 

they easily become a burden if they are 

affected by the decadence, one should 

not forget that today's youths are the future 

leader and the reliable artisans to build the 

nation tomorrow, 

It must be granted that, downturn in value 

system contribute greatly to the continuous 

rise in moral decadence among Nigerian 

youths. Family as an essential institution that 

grasp children from the cradle to grave are 

expected to teach cultural values and 

norms. Obviously, most families have failed 

woefully in impacting rightful values and 

norms and these thereby derailed the 

youths from toeing the just path.

It has been said severally across all walks of 

life that youths are the leaders of tomorrow. 

But what we failed to ask are: when is that 

tomorrow, what are the qualities such youth 

must possess and how possible is it for a 

youth today to be a leader of tomorrow? 

These are mind boggling questions we 

should sanely ask Nigerian Youths whose 

major part of the set celebrate ignorance 

and uncouth behaviour in the name of 

civilization.

However, technological tools have been 

seen as powerful weapons to make people 

stronger and ensure efficient discharge of 

responsibilities but diverse is the case in the 

face of Nigerian youths, rather for this 

category of people to effect lawful and just 

doings they ended up in being internet 

fraudsters and assuming wealth in an 

unauthorized ways.

As if that's not enough, indecent dressing is 

another form of moral decadence which 

Nigerian Youths embraced. So disgusting 

that, those we supposed to see as good 

model for the future of our dear country are 

the one wearing tattered and skimpy skirts 

leaving sensitive parts of the body 

uncovered.

The future of Nigerian youths cannot thrive if 

continuous efforts are not made to address 

these degrading and deteriorating egresses 

bedeviling Nigerian society, how safe is the 

future of our youth in particular and the 

heterogeneous country at large? 

Where are the youths that will embrace 

digital and entrepreneurship skills, protect 

and promote the image of the country at all 

cost? Are they still on and can be found in 

our midst, the youth that are ready to take 

up the leadership mantle fairly and justly?

If everyone can ensure a peaceful and 

successful progressive life for the youths 

which is free from moral decadence, they 

will bring pride to the Nation in the 

international arena and will frequently 

ensu re  the  soc ia l  and economic  

development in the country, because 

youths are the solid reliable source of any 

Nation's glory, but their ability and capacity 

will surely reflect in whether it's positive or 

negative

Hence, if Nigerian youths continue towing 

these paths of irresponsibility, less practice of 

ethical instructions among other forms of 

moral decadence, one should doubt a safe 

and hygienic future for the coming 

generation. This is why it's expedient for the 

government to establish a long time and 

sustainable approach to engage the youth, 

employ and empower them to a better 

version that can always propel the image of 

the country. Family should not also desist 

from her fundamental roles to safe every 

drop from this Institution.

The future of Nigerian youths 
cannot thrive if continuous 

efforts are not made to address 
these degrading and deteriorating 

egresses bedeviling Nigerian society
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“Success is not measured 
by what you accomplish, 
but by the opposition you 
have encountered, and 
the courage with which 
you have maintained the 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
overwhelming odds.”

– Orison Swett Marden.

The BB Naija Reality Show:

In life, there is always the two sides of a 
coin and the perception of the coin holder 
or viewer will always depend on the side of 
the coin they are staring at or holding at 
the moment. Suffice it to say that, aside 
the fact that there is "a generally 
accepted social cum moral  standard", 
every other set standard is quite relative - 
depending on the perception of the 
judge. 

There is no gainsaying in the fact that Big 
Brother Naija reality show is bedevilled with 
"some immoral scenes" (depending on 
one's conception or perception on what is 
moral or immoral), which passes wrong 
messages to the majority of the viewers 
(the Youth and the children) or which can 
be said to have added to the escalation 
of the moral decadence in our current 
society. However, another person holding 
the other side of the coin can argue that 

the BB Naija reality show has nothing to do with 
moral decadence since it is rated 18 years and 
above and viewing is quite optional. 

In any case of the two sides of the coin, the fact 
remains that our current crop of Youth are often 
drawn to things that have to do with exposition 
of the body (especially the parts designated to 
be private), exhibition of ostentatious lifestyle 
and a get-rich-quick display. These "three baits" 
(exposition of the body, exhibition of 
ostentatious lifestyle and a get-rich-quick 
display) are all glaring in the Big Brother Reality 
Show and they account, largely, to the millions 
of viewers (Youths) that get their eyes glued to 
the show, from the day of inception to the day 
of the final party. 

LAYCON
Appraising the Big Brother Naija TV reality show (5th edition): 

a child of Grace or Destiny 
or Hard work?
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Do we blame the organizers of the BB Naija 
reality show for "hypnotizing" the Youths with 
the show? The answer is a capital NO. Why? 
The fact is that they are out for a business 
and every business mogul only invests in a 
project that promises a huge return on 
investment. Remove the aforesaid "three 
baits", which serve as the spicy ingredients 
for the show, there might never be millions of 
viewers interested in that show. Thus, as 
business moguls, which is the other side of 
the coin, they were quite diligent in their 
business research and the financial result is 
overwhelming. They  comfortably smile to 
the banks at the end of every show. 

Be that as it may, one can ask; is it fair to be 
purely a business person devoid of morals? 
Put in a better way, can business be mixed 
with sense of morality for the sake of 
humanity? Can business persons be 
humane in their dealings and crave for 
wealth? Your answer is as good as mine and 
each of us can always be correct, 
depending on the side of the coin we judge 
from. However, as a moralist, my clear 
answer is that "our society is deteriorating in 
humanity"  and moral decadence is 
escalating geometrically sequel to the fact 
that "we" often prioritize wealth over 
humanity. Personal aggrandizement has 
often overshadowed love for humanity, 
greed has stifled and murdered humane 
feelings in us. At the end, we all will still pay 
the dues for allowing our society to be 
ridden by decadence. If we don't invest in 
building a humane cum moral society, we 

shall spend heavily (sometimes paying with 
our lives) in combating the side effects and 
evils orchestrated by moral decadence 
such as banditry, rape, terrorism, rituals, 
kidnapping, drug abuse, to mention but a 
few. What then does it benefit us to build the 
society (especially the Youth) that lack 
morals, owing to our greed and crave for 
wealth, but end up living in an unsafe society 
where our wealth cannot guarantee us 
security of our lives? Keep the answer for a 
later date.

Laycon; a child of Grace or Destiny or Hard 
work?

“Success is going from failure to failure 
without losing enthusiasm”, opines  Winston 
Churchill. Lending credence to the above 
assertion, Malcolm S. Forbes posits that 
"Victory is sweetest when you've known 
defeat.” Laycon, the winner of the just 
concluded Big Brother Naija Reality show 
can be said to be a clear example of the 
aforementioned assertions. 

It is often said that "failure is an orphan while 
success has multitude of relatives". Laycon, 
who can be perfectly described as "a 
success", has gained uncountable relatives 
immediately he clinched on the trophy as 
the winner of BB Naija reality show (5th 
edition). Everyone, both celebrities and fans 
(even those who rejected him earlier and 
termed him "never do well") are craving to 
identify with him now. Not being sarcastic, 
Erica and some other girls who jilted him and 
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chose some guys who were "already made", 
over him, are certainly in regrets about their 
choice and for rejecting him.

The joy of Laycon may not just be measured 
by the fact that he emerged the winner of 
the 5th edition of BB Naija reality show. The 
tears of joy, from Laycon, can be said to be 
spurred by the fact of the memory of what 
he passed through before gaining entrance 
to the BB Naija house and the humiliation he 
suffered in the hands of some of the house 
mates, when they newly entered the BB 
Naija house. 

It was glaring to the viewers that Laycon 
suffered rejection from some girls in the BB 
Naija house owing to the fact that he came 
from "supposedly poor family background". 
Some viewers even queried how he 
managed to make it to the BB Naija house. 
Some made fun of him on social media by 
saying he entered "through the window". He 
"looked poor", physically or material-wise 
but he is very rich in intellect and is wealthy in 
courage cum resilience more than some 
housemates who are materially rich. His poor 
family background never brought inferiority 
complex over him; he went for the most 
pretty girls in the house and he had rejection 
rubbed on his face. Did the rejection deter 
him? NO!!! He moved on, courageously, 
with all eyes on the ball; a big lesson for the 
millions of the Youth that viwed the reality 
show. Had he blinked and got his eyes off 
the ball, "sorry would have been his second 
name". 

Suffice it to say that, even though he 
encountered oppositions (emotionally and 
otherwise), he maintained a high level of 

undiluted courage in the struggle to emerge 
the winner. Today, his joy knows no bounds 
and the measure of the magnitude of his 
success does not lay on the amount he won 
but by the multitude of odds he surmounted 
to clinch on the trophy. Indeed, "success is 
not measured by what you accomplish, but 
by the opposition you have encountered, 
and the courage with which you have 
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
overwhelming odds", says Orison Swett 
Marden.

Lessons For the Youth:
For some people, Laycon is a child of grace, 
for some others he is a child of destiny (he is 
destined to win the BB Naija reality show) 
while for some others he is a product of hard 
work. Again, these are the sides of the coin. 
However, one thing is glaring and cannot be 
overlooked, if you are to assess Laycon in the 
BB Naija house, which is the fact that "Laycon 
is hard working and smart". I do not see it that 
he was destined to win, because I do not 
believe in the concept of "predestination" 
(remember I'm only writing from my own side 
of the coin and I'm entitled to my opinion). 
Laycon, for me is a child of grace who is 
a s s i d u o u s ,  r e s i l i e n t ,  c o u r a g e o u s ,  
hardworking, smart and focused - his eyes 
are always on the ball. If you have "grace" 
but do not imbibe the above named 
qualities then it is obvious you are waiting for 
"another manna to fall from heaven" in our 
own time. However, the above mentioned 
qualities are nothing, without "grace".

The aforementioned qualities are the lessons 
I crave the indulgence of the Nigerian Youth 
to emulate and exhibit. Laycon was not after 
"get-rich-quick" standard, otherwise he 
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wouldn't have been focused on his music 
career. If he had such a nefarious mentality, 
probably his "laptop" wouldn't have been for 
his songs but for "his maga/mugu/clients". 

Let us remain resolute and resilient in the 
presence of "several rejections" and may we 
never be deterred by the number of "NO" we 
receive as response from people. Let our 
eyes be constantly on the ball as we rid 
ourselves of "get-rich-quick" mentality. Smart 
hard work pays and there is joy cum 
contentment in reaping the fruits of an 
honest labour; it comes with pride and 
honour! 

Conclusion:

"Success is not the key to 
happiness. Happiness is the 
key to success. If you love 
what you are doing, you will 
be successful.”

– Herman Cain.

Find joy in pursuing your goals and let your 
goals be tailored in line with your talents or 
gifts. There is that inner joy in living your 
dream and your dream is a pointer to your 
talents. 

As you pursue your dreams, you must meet 
obstacles on the way (either in human form 
or material form) but do not be daunted. You 
are bound to make mistakes and may fail a 
couple of times, but do not slumber in your 

mistakes and failures. Brace up and move 
on, it is not over until it is over! “Do not be 
embarrassed by your failures, learn from 
them and start again”, exhorts Richard 
Branson. 

I implore the business moguls and investors to 
always remember that whatever society we 
build today, as a result of our quest for 
wealth, will either make us or mar us. If we 
build a safe society by investing in ventures 
that can meaningfully empower the Youths 
and create a sane society, we all will be safe 
and happy. If the contrary is the case, we will 
end up spending the whole acquired wealth 
in combatting the "evils" we created. 

Let us make the world a better place. 

By: Rikki Chinedu Nwajiofor
princerikki@yahoo.com
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SHERIFF GUARDS OF NIGERIA @ 43: 
HEPTAGON TO GOLDEN JUBILEE

igeria, the Golden Daughter of Africa, 

NLion of the West, is so great that the 
whole of her greatness is yet to be 

unveiled. She birthed great young people, 
e n e r g e t i c  a n d  c h a r i s m a t i c  w i t h  
extraordinary skills that can totally unveil her 
greatness. 

Nigerian youths has always been the nerve 
center of patriotic favour. They have always 
been foremost on determined efforts to be in 
the vanguard of any movement aimed at 
making the nation truly great but the 
challenges faced and questions that need to 
be answered remains: how to fully empower 
these young proteges so they can plausibly 
showcase their skills, and fill in the gaps that 
are denying them their national rights - to 
make themselves and their Nation great. 
These gaps are what Sheriff Guards of Nigeria 
(SGN) has been filling for over 43 years.  

Verifiably, in the past decades, this noble 
organization which is centered at promoting 
and developing young people without being 
bias of age, religion or gender have 
empowered and developed thousands of 
young people from various walks of life in 
different regions of Nigeria and the western 
part of Africa. SGN as popularly known, has 
instilled the right traits of leadership into her 
Comrades and bring them together for a 
common goal - self development and 
empowerment. Sheriff Guards of Nigeria 
empowers her Youths with basic education in 
all ramifications and make sure that each 
Comrade members  a re  usefu l  fo r  
themselves, their families and their various 
communities.   

The founding fathers of this noble 
organization including the Director General, 

Comrade Taiwo Akorede
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Comrade Giyasudeen Akorede had a 
foresight as to what and how a Democratic 
Nation should look like. This had been their 
mindset as far back as the early 90s before 
their hard work and unrelenting efforts were 
recognized by the federal government of 
Nigeria in 1977. Their mandate was to see a 
Nation whose greatness will be enormously 
unveiled by her youth and serve as 
watchword for other countries in Africa. 
These mandates are what yielded the 
principles and practices of Sheriff Guards of 
Nigeria which is being followed till today.  

SGN has far back been setting pace for 
other Uninformed Voluntary Organizations 
via her dealings with her Youths, her 
community and the Nation at large. 
Greatness is not achieved in a day or by 
verbal conversations, but with action, 
optimism and dedication said the Director 
General. "We can do it" said the Comrades 
of the Guards. Amidst several challenges 
and gaps yet to be filled, the Youths of 
S h e r i f f  G u a r d s  o f  N i g e r i a  h a v e  
courageously taken root in every sections 
they are planted in, and grown extensively. 
So that, anywhere a Sheriff Guards 
member is, he or she serves as an 
Ambassador for the organization to which 
he or she has pledged to serve. Sheriff 

Guards of Nigeria has produced great men 
and women into various sectors of 
government,  pr ivate sectors  and 
enterprises including the Armed Forces. 
SGN has also managed to produce a 
Soldier in the United States Army. These are 
few among the great works and landmarks 
Sheriff Guards of Nigeria has been, and is 
still doing to instill practicable leadership 
into her Youths and make them agents of 
positive change in different walks of life.  

One of the lines of the SGN promises reads: 
"As a Sheriff Guard, I promise on my honor 
that I will do my best services to others, to do 
my duty to God and my country". This 
pragmatically established that, Sheriff 
Guards of Nigeria is nothing but a noble 
organization wholly committed towards 
seeing the greatness of her youths and 
country totally unveiled.   

As the whole wide world grieves towards the 
global pandemic that arose in our societies, 
SGN did not stop in providing community 
support to various societies and keep up 
filling socio-economic gaps to make sure 
that the greatness of her country (Nigeria) is 
totally unveiled to the world. On this day, 
24th of September, 2020, the noble 
organization marked and celebrated her 
43rd anniversary as she promised to keep 
upholding the tenets of her founding fathers 
and keep empowering her youth with the 
right skills to unveil their greatness, charisma 
and enthusiasm including values that are 
applicable to their self development and the 
nation at large.   

One of the lines of the SGN 
promises reads: "As a Sheriff 

Guard, I promise on my honor 
that I will do my best services to others, 
to do my duty to God and my country". 

The Director General, Sheriff Guards of Nigeria, 
Comrade Giyasudeen Akorede With Members of The Organisation 

The�

Exp nent�...Social Values     

50page



PHARMACY &

08120891754, 08082668258 

PHARMACY

SUPERMARKET

ORGANICS 

BAKERY

DRINKS 

Plot 414, Phase II, 
F.H.A. WAATAP 

COMPLEX, LUGBE, 
ABUJA

NOW 
OPEN
IN ABUJA



 
PROMOTERS OF CRIMES 
ARE YOUR REAL ENEMIES

SHUN THEIR ANTICS

SUPPORT THE EFFORTS 
OF THE SECURITY AGENCIES 

TO COMBAT CRIMES

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE

 Website: www.ssn.org.ng      Email: socsafnet@gmail.com
TEL: 09080692964, 08029809000  

http://omoobaconcept.com
http://www.afroeuro.pl
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