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FELICITATION 

To my Darling husband OLAITAN 

My crown, my golden treasure , my father, 

my teacher, my mentor and my friend. 

Thanks For all the joy you give me

and the thoughtful things you do …

Your way of making every day so very special.

This brings to you my deepest love

on your special day …

Thank you for being such a loving husband,

 a wonderful father to our children, 

a reliable provider 

and a sturdy foundation of our home. 

How could life bless me so much to have you!

 Your kindness and loving heart has 

made you a shoulder to rest on 

by so many people, 

your act of benevolence cannot be

 fully expressed with words.

  On this your 60th birthday and retirement 

from Civil Service; your records 

and achievement speaks volume in all areas 

of life where you have been able to touch

 so many lives. I am so proud of you,

I can't explain my love for you

no matter, how hard I try

Just know that it grows

deeper still as each day passes by.

Otunba!  My Darling Husband, you are 

a very special treasure.

I'll cherish all life through, as

our happiness and love together 

I cannot compromise.

 Happy birthday honey. 
Enjoy your best life in retirement 

and be happy always. 

From your beautiful wife  
YEYE  ENILARA  JUSTINA ADEFILA.

60
with   

OLA ADEFILA @
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omrade OlaitanAdefila

C
 is a revolutionary 

trade unionist and dogged class fighter who 

despite all odds rose to the position of a 

Permanent Secretary in the Kwara State Civil Service. 

As a student activist, he was groomed from Karl Marx 

Ideological School and was part of the radical 

movement that promoted the ideal of socialism in 

Nigeria and beyond. He was part of the Pan African 

Students Movement that built alliances across black 

nations of the world to liberate South Africa from 

apartheid regime and the struggle for independence of 

other African countries under colonial dominance in the 

1980s.

Back at home, Comrade Ola Adefila is a passionate 

class fighter whose regular contact with Labour 

Movements and Civil Societies drew him closer to 

labour veterans, labour leaders, labour 

intellectuals and human rights activists like 

Comrade Ola Oni, Baba Omojola, Professor 

Esko Toyo, Professor Poju Akinyanju, Professor 

Festus Iyayi, Comrade Lanre Arogundade, Chief 

Gani Fawehinmi, Comrade Emmanuel Ayeoribe, 

Professor Toye Olorode, Dr. Dipo Fashina 

(Jingo), Comrade Abiodun Aremu, Barrister 

Femi Falana (FF), Professor Funminiyi 

Adewumi, Comrade Chuma Ubani and others too 

numerous to mention.

 I had known him through the Labour and Civil 

Society Movements for two decades and our 

relationship has transcended over the years from 

comradeship to that of brotherliness and family 

bond. I was inspired by his revolutionary fighting 

ENVIABLE TITAN    
By: Comrade Martin Adekunle Egbanubi

EULOGY TO AN 
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spirit since his emergence as the branch chairman of the 

Academic Staff Union of Polytechnics (ASUP)at the 

Kwara State Polytechnic and State Chairman of 

the Committee of Unions of Tertiary 

Institutions, (CUTI). 

His uncompromising 

principle as the leader of 

the academic staff union 

when fighting for the 

welfare and fundamental 

rights of his members led to the 

running battle between him, the 

union and the management of the 

Kwara State Polytechnic. Thus, on 

June 15, 2004, the authority of the 

polytechnic citing section 33(4) of the polytechnic 

Edict indefinitely suspended him and declared him 

persona non grata on the polytechnic campus. Comrade 

Adefila who strongly believed in due process and the 

judiciary as the last hope for the oppressed people 

wasted no time to commence a legal battle against the  

management of the polytechnic to enforce his 

fundamental rights.

 

Comrade Ola Adefila as fondly called, is an 

extraordinary personality who in spite of his sojourn in 

a bureaucratic terrain; that he is not used to, still 

maintains a steady relationship with his 

proletarian constituency. One thing I learnt well 

from him is his philosophy on self-sustenance; 

akin to that of Marx and Baba Omojola about 

having economic power in order to break the 

yoke of capitalist exploitation. Baba Omojola of 

blessed memory gave a clarion call to comrades 

on financial independence through personal 

investments. This according to him will make 

comrades to be financially insulated from the 

antics of the bourgeoisie ruling class who may 

want to buy them over thereby compromising 

their radical position. 

As he takes a bow from the Civil Service of 

Kwara State after a meritorious service, 

it is my hope that the dogged, 

unassuming and energetic 

Comrade is not tired to 

continue the struggle 

for the emancipation 

of the oppressed and 

downtrodden in the 

society. Also, as he turns 

60, Comrade Adefila sees 

the current set back and lack 

of ideological direction in 

students’ movement, labour 

and the civil society movements 

to wage a collective struggle against all 

oppressive and exploitative tendencies of the 

ruling class as worrisome, and must be seen as 

part of the twists and turns which must be 

overcome through ideological reawakening and 

reorientation.

Solidarity forever!!

Aluta Continua!!! Victoria Ascerta!!!!

Viva 
Comrade FSO Adefila 

@ 

60!
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TUB-THUMPER RESEARCH AND COMMUNICATIONS LTD  

H A P P Y B I R T H D A Y 
TO  

A RARE GEM

JACK-RICH TEIN JR

Your major concern is to create 

a productive society where love will 

lead the affairs of men 

Your sense of patriotism and 

humanitarian stance is par excellence 

As you assist the needy to fulfill their 

desires and upgrade people from 

poor living to good living standards, 

may God grant all your heart desires 

Happy Birthday 

to a worthy role model 

Courtesy:
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societal reorientation. The mentality of free money in 
circulation now conflict with shortage of resources 
within the government coffer at all levels. Beyond 
the politics of patronage, fraudulent practices by 
government officials are being confronted with 
startling revelations upon discoveries by citizens 
dedicated to system change in governance. The 
difference between yesteryears and today is the fact 
that, Nigerians are now determined to ensure that the 
commonwealth is mainly utilized to serve public 
interest alone.

The  u l t imate  cha l l enge  
confronting the proper review 
of extravagance in government 
circle is the embedding of the 
lopsided allowances and huge 
salaries by political office 
holders in the enabling laws. 
The expenditure of  the 
National Assembly, with 
duplici tous tasks,  alone 
constitutes an albatross to the 

reduction of extravagance in that arm of government. 
In our immediate history, Hon Farouq Lawan and 
Hon Herman Hembe were locked in fiascos with 
personalities under their supervisory roles as 
Chairmen of House of Representatives Committees. 
In the case of Hon Farouq Lawan, in the foray of his 
led committee to expose the fraudulent Nigerians 
milking the nation's wealth through petroleum 

Our daily struggles to accomplish needs for 
survival attuned to human inclinations for 
peace and tranquility. As poverty troubles the 

mind, cause frustration, epidemic of crime lead to fear 
as insecurity lead to despair. This brought forth the 
realities of the genuine essence of government in every 
society. If individuals can conduct their affairs without 
infringing on the rights of others or coordinate 
peaceful habitations among ourselves, no one will 
depend on government for social welfare, security or 
Justice. Laws exist to moderate the affairs of the people 
in line with laid down principles to protect our 
collective patrimony and 
ensure stability in the society. 
Sanctions and convictions are 
d e s i g n e d  a s  d e t e r r e n t  
measu re s  t o  keep  the  
populace at bay, but the 
collaborations of commoners 
with agents provocateurs, to 
suppress the authorities of the 
security agencies to undertake 
legitimate prosecutions of the 
high and mighty in the society, suspected of 
involvement in heinous crimes has increased 
criminalities, with clear realities on the state of 
insecurity in Nigeria. 

The era of dependence on the goodwill of the affluent 
in the society for means of livelihood has been at 
crossroads in the last few years, due to compelling 

REBIRTH 
OF A 
DISCIPLINED 
SOCIETY

The era of dependence on 
goodwill of the affluent in the 

society for means
 of livelihood has been at 

crossroad in the last few years, 
due to compelling societal 

reorientation in the societies.

Ace Abdulrahman Agboola
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subsidy as oil marketers, his integrity was tested with a 
huge bribe under camera unknowingly, he was 
subjected to ridicule and has remained unelectable by 
his constituents since his insincerity to public good was 
exposed. 

In similar manner, the Executive Director of the 
Nigeria Stock Exchange, Mrs Ekeh had no reservations 
when she exposed the solicited financial benefits of 
Hon Herman Hembe led committee from her agency in 
revealing abuse of office by the committee of the 
National Assembly. The crux of this review is to expose 
how defenders of our commonwealth usually 
compromise for personal gains at the expense of 
collective good of the people. All activities of 
committees of the National Assembly are regularly 
provided for in the budgetary allocations, nothing 
absolutely can define the sordid occurrences other than 
maximization of profit, due to poor orientations in their 
oversight functions. The same Otedola whose company 
was among major companies caught in the oil subsidy 
scam received entreaties from stalwarts of Peoples 
Democratic Party to join the Lagos Gubernatorial 
Race. Had he not declined the invitation, he would have 
been handed an automatic ticket to contest the 
forthcoming governorship election. 

The emergence of the present administration in Nigeria 
in 2015 can be attributed to the notion that President 
Muhammadu Buhari has better capacity to tame 
insecurity and instill discipline into the polity. For the 
first quarter of his administration, he lived to the bid 
and panic already enveloped the hearts of looters of our 
Commonwealth for the obvious determination of the 
administration to put them behind bars and retrieve the 
stolen wealth from their coffers back to government 

purse. Within the twinkle of an eye, the narratives 
began to change through dramatic display by 
personalities like Dieziani Allison Madueke 
former Petroleum Minister accused of 
mismanaging government funds in excess of 
twelve trillion naira. She fled Nigeria since 2015 
under the guise of suffering a malignant cancer  
and the huge sum of money in her possession is 
yet to be retrieved. The administration’s first 
major search light was  beamed on the  
mismanagement of security fund in the war 
against insurgents in Nigeria under the watch of 
the former National Security Adviser Alh Sambo 
Dasuki cooling his heals in detention since 2015. 
He is being supposedly held for sabotage against 
the government on the ground that resources 
allocated for the purchase of arms and 
ammunition to tame insecurity were diverted to 
funding of political campaigns for former 
President Goodluck Jonathan.

In the cause of cross examination by the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, 
notable among the beneficiaries of the Dasuki 
Gate acknowledged the receipt of humongous 
amounts as royalties for supporting the failed 
reelection bid of President Jonathan in 2015. 
Where several among those under investigation  
entered into plea bargains to return the funds, 
several of them are under prosecution till date.  
Instead of the masses to rise in defense of a 
President determined to change the hitherto 
status quo, abate the scourge of violence and tame 
insecurity by tackling corruption in Nigeria, the 
siege mentality across our divides arose through 
hired barbaric, machineries orchestrated by  
vociferous personalities hired to oppose the 
EFCC, a situation that degenerated to the extent 
of altercation between former EFCC bosses - 
Farida Waziri, Nuhu Ribadu and Ibrahim 
Lamorde. The man in charge of EFCC, Ibrahim 
Magu, hitherto in charge of criminal 
investigation under the previous bosses 
immediately suffered image battering for daring 
the odds in discharging the duties of his office. 
Instead of the average Nigerians to develop a 
united voice against anyone involved in financial 

 Instead of the masses to rise in defense of a President determined to change the hitherto status quo, 
abate the scourge of violence and tame insecurity by tackling corruption in Nigeria, 

the siege mentality across our divides arose through hired barbaric, 
machineries orchestrated by  vociferous personalities hired to oppose the EFCC, 

President Muhammadu Buhari
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crimes, the political animals in humans 
overshadowed quality thinking in an era where the 
price of crude oil, the major source of our revenue 
drastically reduced to $50 per barrel, the lowest 
crude price in history.

Causes of poverty are attributed to changing trends 
in the economy of a Country going by global 
standard, associated with high rate of 
unemployment, job loss and lack of basic needs by 
the people. Considering our enormous resources in 
Nigeria, the Country ought to be self-independent 
but due to lack of ideology for National 
Development and building of National Interest, 
sense of tribalism and racial affinity promoted 
federal character and quota system at the expense 
of merit and competence, which has denied the 
people of the Country  from seeing ourselves as 
one. Admitting that Nigerians are poor, the blame 
for poverty or disorderliness in the polity is a shared 
among all tiers and arms of government in Nigeria, 
as a matter of fact, the residual blame goes to the 
State Government as the allocation to Local 
Governments pass through the State Governors 
same way the budgetary allocation to State 
Assemblies and Judiciaries pass through them. 
Aside basic economic regulations and supervision 
of security agencies, under federalism, the State 
Governors takes appropriate charge of governance 
at the grass root level then why pass the bulk of the 
blame to the President.

Indeed there is a federation account where monthly 
allocations are distributed according to specific 
model and designs, when the State Governors are 
seriously exhibiting fraudulent practices in the 
utilization of the funds and other intervention funds 
not to mention the internally generated revenues, 

the complicity of residents of States that applaud their 
dubious Governors that failed to provide for basic 
amenities but pass the bulk of blame on the President 
speak volume of hypocrisy in our society and the 
main reason why the one star rogue is taking the lead. 
Majority of former Governors were indicted by the 
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission, 
Independent Corrupt Practices and other related 
Offences Commission and Security Agencies for 
abuse of office, misappropriation of funds and 
executive recklessness. Though many of them still 
occupy sensitive positions due to the weakness of 
prosecutions or lack of political will to secure 
committals against them, due to their acquisition of 
followership and paid agents that protect them and 
make their prosecution pick semblance of 
persecution. In the advanced Countries we are trying 
to emulate, any politician or citizen with a baggage of 
corruption allegations rarely get appointed or elected 
into political offices and those Countries have 
controlled numbers of political parties. At the last 
count, Nigeria has about 91 Political Parties of which 
majority among them lack acceptability to win seats 
in House of Assemblies Elections but disturb our 
political space with so much mischief at the expense 
of national growth.                       

American President – Donald Trump in the use of 
grandiloquence referred to President Muhammadu 
Buhari as lifeless and some mischievous Nigerians 
found a delectable campaign motivation in the 
fallacy, a global report classified Nigeria as the world 
headquarters of poverty, the opposition found a 
campaign slogan to cajole the unsuspecting populace 
to oppose continuity of a President under whose reign 
the global report was declared. Going by rhetoric and 
logic, Nigerian President visited his American 
counterpart recently and in the evaluation of the 
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bilateral discussions on market and trade among the 
duo, Nigeria President considered the option of a better 
deal with the China President – the Yuan Naira deal to 
develop our economy which has curried more Chinese 
investments in recent times . If poverty is an expression 
of lack of basic needs, then Americans must be very 
poor for the trade proposals being discussed with 
Nigeria and other Countries. America sponsored wars 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya and so on, to hijack the 
control of oil in the Middle East and indirectly foisted 
leadership on several other Countries in Africa and Asia 
to expand their grip as world power.

So long the peculiar 
needs of the people 
d i f f e r  f r o m  
c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  
communities and the 
wishes and aspirations 
of the people differ 
accordingly, we can't 
have a global measure 
for poverty, our wants 
are not similar, so the 
yardstick for measuring 
poverty can never be the 
same. Before the advent 
of civilization, hunger 
was basically alien to 
N i g e r i a n s ,  s o c i a l  
amenities and education were our major challenges, 
now that basic amenities are addressed to a reasonable 
extent, instead of total concentration of ensuring 
quality health, education, portable water and sincerity 
in governance, our competition with Countries that 
battled with our current fate over 80years ago and 
succeed created our major crisis today. Had Nigerians 
understood that hasting to meet up with development in 
advanced Countries might hinder our space for 
development, issues causing anxieties in the society 
would have been easily resolved.

Democracy is the most decent form of government that 
guarantees growth and development in accordance to 
the wishes, yearnings and aspirations of the people, but 
in a situation where the conduct of a vast population 
among the people promotes crimes and economic 
sabotage, democracy becomes endangered as it no 
longer protects the supremacy of government to curb 
crimes and guarantee the growth and development of 
the people. As at May 29, 1999, records shows that the 
exchange rate was around #30 to $1 and as at May 29, 
2015, it rose to #234 to $1. A bag of 50kg of rice was 

#800 in 1999 and #8,000 in 2015 while most of the 
agencies and companies that sustained the economic 
growth prior to 1999 such as NITEL, NEPA, Nigeria 
Railway Corporation, Nigeria Machine Tools, the 
Steel Rolling mills, Textile companies and many 
others were either privatized or went moribund 
before 2015. Nigerians mostly tolerated the 
government in power that facilitated the ruin of the 
economy through looting, abuse of office and 
promotion of crimes through neglect of the welfare of 
the security agencies. 

This generation tilt 
more towards extreme 
colloquial manner in 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
c o l l o q u i a l  h a s  
s t rangely  affected 
literal expressions to a 
degree  where  our  
l i terary  works  no 
longer conform to 
quality thoughts and 
actions, which were the 
focus for a brighter and 
great nation the first 
generation of political 
leaders anticipated in 
the struggle for an 
independent Nigeria. 

Some thirty five years ago, rarely would you have 
had a conversation with people educated to an 
equivalent of today's secondary school leaver 
without respecting their excellent communication 
skills with big vocabularies. Educated folks above 60 
years of age today mostly possess good command of 
English Language compared to educated folks below 
40 years of age. According to Abraham Lincoln “a 
capacity and taste for reading gives access to 
whatever has already been discovered by others”, in 
real essence, reading broadens ones horizon, sharpen 
perspectives and improve understanding. The fact 
that colloquial has override good communications, 
slangs have replaced idiomatic expressions and 
wishful thinking has replaced truism, is responsible 
for judgment inimical to growth and development of 
Nigeria. The best of brains seems helpless in the 

Before the advent of civilization, 
hunger was basically alien to Nigerians, 

social amenities and education 
were our major challenges.
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compelling tasks to ensure morality becomes the 
ultimate determinant of people's actions and inactions.

The mentality of survival of the fittest has now become 
highly ubiquitous in our society, considering the way 
and manner unsuspecting members of the public, are 
being brainwashed by notable political leaders, to cast 
aspersions, demean and batter the image of any security 
chief that dared to prosecute any former public officer 
or contractor under the protection of the power brokers. 
To escape diligent prosecution in  allegations of corrupt 
practices, violence suddenly surfaced in the Niger 
Delta through the Niger Delta Avengers and palpable 
tension arose in the South East under the guise of 
agitation for Biafra. The worst of the scenarios was the 
internal wrangling among leading figures in the ruling 
party.

Law could be very tardy in reacting to changing 
attitudes, but the process of attitudinal change requires 
an acceptance of human fallibility and imperfections, 
irrespective of the moral state of the conscience of the 
people. In all honesty, the sordid era of the past, are the 
challenges being addressed by the present 
administration of President Muhammadu Buhari, well 
determined to end the scourge of insecurity, with clear 
directives to the Security Agencies to advance their 
duties.  In a situation where top public opinions are 
products of wishful thoughts and vendetta, the 
pursuance of collective agenda usually suffer serious 
setbacks, especially when laws are twisted due to 
inequitable discharge in the justice system.

And report overzealous security officers to their 
hierarchy, let us put an end to the act of battering the 
image of our security agencie. Whenever the image of a 
Country's leadership is consistently disparaged by the 
western press and local civil society organizations are 
well mobilized to protest every attempt of government 
to curb indiscipline among political office holders, the 
educated folks should reason beyond sentimental 
interest and affinity, there must be serious conflict 
between the rule of law and national security, the most 
annoying situation is that no advance country toy with 
national security and the only item that has ensured 

sanity in their clime is national security above 
the rule of law, when the situation arises.

Crime is the greatest malady responsible for the 
slow pace of growth and development of our 
dear Country. Insecurity can only end, when the 
sponsors and collaborators are confined to 
solitary confinement. Patience is a very scarce  
virtue and this is responsible for intolerance and 
hatred among humans today this has 
overwhelmed the hitherto spirit of fidelity and 
sense of common public good, which are among 
the solid bases on which the hope and aspirations 
of the Nigeria of our dreams,  were built upon. 
We can't be angry with every leadership in 
Nigeria simply because our immediate 
expectations are not instantly fulfilled, we must 
acknowledge the fact that healing an epidemic 
circumstance is highly encumbered and often 
require time to heal. 

If we venture into the remote causes of our 
deviation from the track of national interest and 
pursuance of worthy lives for all Nigerians by 
the government into the foray of selfishness, 
greed, corrupt practices, oppression, nepotism, 
ethnic and religious intolerance amongst the 
citizenry, our hearts should bleed for fairness, 
equity and love for humanity as witnessed 
during the struggle against colonialism; 
Nigerians are not cursed, we only need to 
acknowledge the fact that the only time the 
downtrodden ever produced a President they can 
genuinely lay claim to his emergence through 
their unalloyed support, contributions and votes 
was at the 2015 general election. The political 
juggernauts and turncoats that have been forcing 
leadership on us against our wishes through 
coarse and witty methods, exploiting ethnic and 
religious affinities and leanings are much 
disturbed that the leadership you elected in 2015 
is completely checkmating their greed and 
corrupt tendencies that earlier endangered the 
Nigerian economy and security.  The reality of 
the inherited liabilities are the travails and 
concerns the present administration is striking 
out to turn the tides around to change the 
narrative to wipe off the sordid memories of the 
era of decadence. Prior to 2015.  Most Nigerian 
roads collapsed, industries were moribund and 
the economy was on the verge of abysmal 
dysfunction. 

Each time you collude with political leaders 

under security watch for crimes to elude justice, 

remember the countless numbers of commoners, 

convicted and serving jail terms for crimes

 committed through efforts of the security 

agencies, to keep the society safe for all of us.
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Logic can never be ignored in politics if positive results 
must be achieved by the Country, failure to apply logic 
and logical reasoning enable poor decisions that make 
people susceptible to poor judgment as being witnessed 
presently in the society. Logic is the art of reasoning 
and thinking in conformity with the limitations and 
incapacities of human understanding. You can't throw 
logic to the winds and expect proper appraisal of 
situations, especially when external influences 
indirectly control the economy of the nation. If the 
assertion that readers are leaders is correct, it then 
implies that Nigeria was a nation envied globally at the 
era when educated folks were mostly readers, which 
equally implies that the major challenges of this 
Country today was birthed by poor reading ability 
among majority of educated folks in this generation and 
this to a great extent has affected quality of reasoning 
required in genuine nation building. According to 
Roger Bacon, reasoning draws a conclusion, 
but does not make the conclusion 
certain, unless the mind discovers it 
by the path of experience. 
Aristotle further explained that 
the duty of rhetoric is to deal 
with such matters as we 
deliberate upon without arts 
or system to guide us, in the 
hearing of persons who 
cannot take in at a glance a 
complicated argument or 
fo l low a  long chain  of  
reasoning.

Young Nigerians seems to have been 
brainwashed to a degree where morality no longer 
appeal to many in the cause of their livelihood as seen in 
the unimaginable rate of crimes of all kinds in our 
societies. Alas, individuals frown at attitudes of others 
unfavourable to their expectations, but care less when 
their actions place others at great disadvantage. In the 
regular search for their daily bread, most people fend 
for themselves trespassing on others’ resources, 
because of inalienable rights we hold supreme, 
ignoring the pointers of inequalities guaranteed by 
restrictions from individual's possession to others. We 
are all citizens of a country where blanket letterings 
provides responsibilities of government to the people 
and guarantee citizens' rights and privileges but the 
people fails to   be law abiding or connive with law 
breakers to escape prosecution, the government is 
already placed in a jeopardy. What we witness in 
Nigeria today is a conflict between forces in love with 

absolute freedom to behave without caution or 
irrationally in the cause of leadership over the 
governed even at the expense of their welfare 
and those seeking a departure from absolute 
freedom to an era where probity and 
accountability will prevail in the society.

In the fight against corruption, the judiciary has 
vital role to play without which the fight will 
become a mockery once the judiciary is 
compromised then the hope for a better society 
will remain a mirage. 

What will be, will be. If you are on the street like 
every other hustler, with legitimate hustling and 
you are wailing over the CJN palaver, visit the 
prisons to see numbers of convict with 
pardonable offences serving jail terms, because 
the judges rarely temper justice with mercy 

when anyone without a godfather among the 
downtrodden breaks the law.

How can you support those that 
parried you into penury, wake up, 
have you ever witness a situationed 
where police arrested notorious 
armed robbers at scene of crimes 
three consecutive times and were 
granted bail three consecutive times 

and still walking freely thereafter, if 
you are a police officer and you arrest 

them for the fourth time, will you take 
them to the station again?

Tougher days ahead for corrupt lawmakers and 
jurists. How can we promote buy and sell 
verdicts and bill passage. If Mr President had 
done the needful in this order over time, the 
current reactions would have been meaningless. 
If law does not count to you when you 
committed, only the President should be law 
abiding - fallacy - the power brokers should be 
presumed to be innocent until convicted, but the 
downtrodden can remain on awaiting trial in 
prisons? 

When you become the head of your family and 
vagabonds whose true parentage are covered 
begins to plot your removal, don't protect your 
heritage, give up and allow them to ruin the 
future of the unborn generation.

Crime is the greatest 
malady responsible for the 

slow pace of growth 
and development of 

our dear Country. Insecurity
 can only end, 

when the sponsors and 
collaborators are 

confined to solitary 
confinement
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s Comrade Olaitan Adefila 

Aclocks the beautiful age of 60 

and pens down from active 

Civil Service, the crew of The 

Exponent Magazine visited him in his 

palatial office along Sango Road, 

Ilorin, Kwara State to share his 

experiences and views in life. From 

our discussions, Comrade Adefila 

came to us, as a consummate civil 

rights Activist, Civil Servant, 

Ahilanthropist, a loving husband and 

dotting father who strived through the 

mountain and valleys of life searching 

for emancipation for the common man 

from the jackboot of his oppressors, 

while not losing sight of his 

responsibilities to his family.

Excerpts of the interview below for 

your enjoyment…….

Exponent:  Let me start by 

congratulating you on your 

successful journey from the point at 

which you were was employed into 

the Civil Service to the point at 

which you are leaving the service.

Adefila: Thank you.

Exponent: What is your name and 

how do you love to be addressed; 

your place of birth and the 

circumstances surrounding it?

Adefila: I am today known and called 

Comrade Olaitan Adefila. Sometimes 

called Ola Adefila.

 I was born in a village in Osun State; 

precisely Omi Ifafon. I grew up there, 

but came down to Kwara during the 

Civil war in the late sixties. I started 

my primary education and was living 

with my uncle who was a direct brother 

to my father. For both of us, it was a 

little rough but we still survive.. I went 

through secondary school education, 

but before going to secondary school, I 

ventured into photography and learnt 

photography.  At the end of it, I ended 

up going back to school. Finished from 

there, went to HSC. 

All this while my official name had 

always been Olaitan Sam Adefila , 

sometimes shortened to OS Adefila. 

So when I got to HSC, my activism had 

started a little and I wrote a particular 

Article that was a little offensive; at 

least to the powers that be. At that time 

they were running this almighty June. 

My name was shortened to O.S 

Adefila, a member of my class was 

also O.B Adefila, only for me to 

discover that I failed mathematics, for 

the first time in the history of 

Geography; that Adefila is failing 

mathematics was strange to common 

sense. So I decided to challenge the 

marking. The H.O.D felt I shouldn't go 

all the official length as he can easily 

make me realise my mistakes. That it is 

not easy for some to realise that he can 

easily make mistakes; that it is not easy 

for somebody to realise that he had 

been careless and failed. He wanted to 

grant me that indulgence of seeing my 

papers, to identify that there was 

nothing strange that has happened to 

me that has not been happening to 

every other careless students, who was 

involved in more things than they were 

sent to do in school. 

So the first script he brought out was 

O.B. Adefila and I saw the mark, I don't 

want to mention what mark for 

obvious reasons. So I was furious, you 

know I was trembling with anger, I 

couldn't even see the name, I couldn't 

even differentiate the handwriting, I 

didn't even notice the difference in the 

initials O.B and O.S. My subconscious 

just told me it was not my script. The 

H.O.D collected it filed it back, then 

when he got to Adefila O.S. he pulled it 

out again. That was when he realized 

there was a problem. It was exactly the 

same mark, so he knew there is trouble. 

By then I was already slated for a reseat 

exam, but I told him, I am not coming. 

So that battle went on and that was 

what made me to introduce the third 

letter to my initials. I was actually born 

on a Friday, so I felt the easiest way to 

make sure…….. the easiest way to 

distinguish me so that when I commit 

my “crime” I don't spread the resultant 

misfortune from the oppressors to 

others, because of misidentification, I 

started using the F,; that was why when 

I was in University of Ilorin, I was 

Life Begins 
@ 60
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known as F.S.O. as you know me 

today, otherwise it was S.O or O.S. 

depending on whatever permutation 

that was used at that time. So, it was 

Sam officially until the Friday came in 

and it became F.S.O, Friday Sam 

Olaitan Adefila, but for convenience, a 

majority of my records, I reads Olaitan 

Adefila .

E x p o n e n t :  W h a t  w a s  y o u r  

Academics Like?

Adefila: I  was a privileged “Omo 

Teacher” (Teacher's Child) my 

Primary Education was smooth, I 

didn't school abroad or outside my 

state, I schooled here in Kwara. I was 

within the unit all the time and the only 

time I took seventh position was the 

day I attempted smoking using the 

traditional straw mat. We broke the tip 

and light it. My very first puff was the 

last ever as I coughed till I developed a 

headache and that prevented me from 

attending school, till a week away 

from the Exams and the result of that 
th

attempt to indulge was that 7  position. 

And that was the first and the last day I 

ever inhaled or attempted to inhale any 

type of smoke deliberately, because I 

couldn't forgive myself for the 

memory of that seventh position more 

so, the health stress I experienced. 

Then when I was in secondary school, 

clearly this is “Mathematical Sam” my 

mates then still meet in this facility and 

they will testify that any mathematics 

teacher who scored me less than 90 

was ready to engage in an argument. 

For you to score me 90, you will have 

to explain how your marking scheme 

took away a whole 10marks from me, 

from the way I answered my questions. 

And for obvious reasons, because I 

was an activist; “I was too involved in 

extracurricular activities,” so at the 

university, I went for the easiest course 

for me. Coming from a background 

where mathematics was almost a 

natural course, I went for statistics. So 

my university education was easy as I 

can decide to travel and come back to 

pass without stress, because I was 

reading a course that I was naturally 

endowed with. Mathematics has 

always been my course and my easy 

take. 

Exponent:  What were your 

Childhood fantasies and how would 

you rate yourself in terms of living 

those dreams? 

Well! Ordinarily growing up at least 

getting to secondary school level, after 

form three following my prowess in 

mathematics, I will say I single 

handedly thought my classmates 

physics, because we had no physics 

teachers and today, some of them are 

Engineers, Pharmacists….I also co-

opted about seven of my mates into it 

and in the final year we got a Youth 

Corper to guide us, because we 

couldn't get physics teacher and 

because I learnt Physics without a 

teacher, I wanted to become an 

engineer but events after my secondary 

Education including working in a 

bank, after HSC shifted my orientation 

from Engineering to statistics.

Exponent:  At a point, you were a 

lecturer at the Federal Polytechnic, 

Bida, Let's share some of your 

experiences while there?

I will say today you are seeing the 

glorious end to a troubled career. At 

Bida, I made sure that you cannot 

accuse Adefila of ineptitude. You can't 

say you are supposed to have done this, 

but you have not done it, or you are not 

supposed to have done this, but you 

have done it. Because even before I 

take up a job, I would have thoroughly 

gone through your scheme of service 

to  unders tand  my ro les  and  

responsibilities clearly. I know, I don't 

keep quiet easily, I argue a lot. I don't 

take the last order. 

It was fun, because Academics was my 

passion and I enjoyed taking my 

students and in fact sometimes my 

students will be telling me, “Ago tipe” 

(your lesson time is up) and even 

sometimes when I am in the class, my 

colleagues who had other things to do 

or places to go would allow me to use 

their lesson periods, because they 

know I won't leave the students idle 

And often times I exhausted a double 

period of 4 hours at a stretch. So, I was 

enjoying myself, but you know being 

and activist, the problem will always 

be there, people don't give it to you that 

you are just doing your job and doing it 

well. That you are questioning how 

they do their own is enough trouble. 

So, there was a time when the school 

needed to appoint a new Deputy 

Rector and there were two “galaticos” 

within the English Department of the 

Federal Polytechnic, Bida and one of 

them happened to be the Acting Rector 

and he hated the other one with 

passion, but to us in the Union, we 

cared less about who becomes the 

Rector or his Deputy. Our concern was 

I was too involved in 

extracurricular activities,

so at the university, 

I went for the easiest 

course for me.

I will say today 
you are seeing the 
glorious end to a 
troubled career 

at Bida,
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ensuring the statutes for such 

appointments were followed. So, the 

Academic Board was actually 

empowered to elect the names of 3 

people who were leading in the 

hierarchy of qualification and this was 

submitted to the Governing Council 

for ratification for appointment as the 

Deputy Rector. Ironically, the 

Candidate that came first in the rating 

was the arch rival of the Acting Rector, 

but the Acting Rector rejected the 

nominations and we in the Union said 

no, Institutions and Processes are 

bigger than individuals. This is a 

public function for crying out loud.

You don't work with people you like, 

you work with people that are 

available and those the system has 

thrown up. The guy had paid his dues 

and was a Chief Lecturer by every 

definition. As a Union, we wrote a 

letter to the Governing council and I 

was mandated to take it to the 

Chairman in Kaduna; then I was the 

P.R.O. I think before I got to Kaduna, 

someone had intimated the chairman 

of my Mission and he was hostile. And 

he refused to take the letter, making all 

sorts of excuses and reasoning.

I responded by saying, well I am not in 

the home of Alh. Balarabe Muhktar,  

(of blessed Memory). That I am in the 

house of the Chairman of the 

Governing Council of the Federal 

Polytechnic Bida. Whose office is a 

public office and who has a 

responsibility of receiving visitors 

from the institution on any given day 

of the week, particularly when it is 

officially, related. So, he took an 

exception to that and I was later 

summoned the second week and 

alleged to have been rude to the 

Chairman of the Council and, that I 

went to see him without permission. I 

don't know if the Acting Rector who 

we were protesting against would have 

granted such permission anyway. And 

that was why we chose a Saturday for 

the delivery in the first place, because 

we know everything was against us, 

but the Chairman needed to be 

communicated. Eventually, the 

Chairman felt he must assert power 

and ensure discipline. In fact, what he 

did was so strange the minute of their 

meeting could not be presented in 

c o u r t .  T h e y  t e r m i n a t e d  m y  

appointment at 12:05pm and invited 

me for a defense at 3:05pm on the same 

date. You know one thing about life is 

that when you are an activist, people 

hate you to the extent that they 

misbehave to the level that they cannot 

even cover their tracks when they want 

to deal with you. So, they thought they 

had exited Adefila from Bida 

Polytechnic and they will have peace. 

This was some four months to my 

wedding and you know this issue of 

statute bar would lapse if you don't 

challenge the action of a corporate 

body within 3 months after the action 

had been taken. So in order to beat the 

trap, I told my lawyer to file, but hold 

service till after my wedding, knowing 

that we have a six months window 

period within which to serve the court 
st

summon. Then by May 1  1992, I got 

wedded to my late wife, then Miss 

Folusho Juliana Oladimeji of blessed 

memory later Mrs. Adefila and on May 

6, 1992, I went to Bida to serve them. 

And the case lasted for 4years. I was 

attending court in Minna from here, 

late Gani Fawehimi also of blessed 

memory initially took up the case, but 

was excused when the case was 

transferred to Bida as there was no 

direct flight to Bida from Lagos, And 

from that point A.O Muhammed now 

SAN took over the case that lasted 4 

years because a single witness from the 

schools side gave evidence for two and 

a half years. You know one thing about 

battles like that is that they want to 

break your will; that is, they want to 

use you as a deterrent. The Chairman 

of the Governing Council in fact said 

to my face, “you behave as if nobody 

can do anything to you. Even if this is 

going to be our last assignment, you 

are sacked”. He announced my sack as 

if they had conducted a hearing and 

found me guilty, despite the fact that 

they had taken the decision as early as 

12:05 on the day. They later chatted 

with me for about 10 or 15minutes  and 

that  was when the chairman 

announced to me my sack. He further 

said, “if you go to court, and they ask 

me to pay, I am not going to pay from 

my purse” He was the first public 

officer who told me that and that 

actually gave me an insight into the 

frame of mind of an average 

administrator of that status in such 

circumstance. They knew what they 

are doing is wrong, they knew I could 

challenge it in court, they knew the 

action will not stand a legal challenge, 

but he was sure by the time he finished 

with me, I would have learnt one or 

two lessons. And if I am not rugged 

enough, I would have been destroyed 

or crippled emotionally, financially or 

at least socially. That was the objective 

anyway, because that's the only reason 

why a man will confront another man 

and tell him that you are sacked, if you 

like go to court; If they ask me to pay 

you 10 Million, I am not going to pay 

They terminated my 
appointment at 12:05pm 

and invited me for a 
defense at 3:05pm 
on the same date. 
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from my pocket. So that was how it 

started. 

I got to Kwara and started doing 

kabukabu, selling pepper, palm Oil, 

preparing Aquarium, preparing 

herbariums. My late wife was frying 

chin-chin, plantain chips and I will 

supply it to supermarkets. We had a lot 

of friends and they mostly obliged us. 

It was fun anyway. It was at that time I 

became conscious of the fact that you 

had to make money if you want to 

s u r v i v e  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  

entrepreneurship skill of produce 

buying and I go to Bida to buy pepper 

when the supply is high and store in my 

house till when the supply is low and 

sell it. I went to places like Egbejoda, 

Omi fun fun and other areas in Ondo to 

buy palm oil and store till the low 

seasons to resell. I was also doing part 

time teaching here and there and was 

getting along. 

Meanwhile immediately I came back 

in 1992, I attended an interview here, 

Kwara State Polytechnic not knowing 

that some people here felt that Adefila 

should not be allowed to come in. And 

they told me that they cannot employ 

me as a lecturer One which I applied 

for, thinking I will reject it, Thereafter 

they refused to release the letter after 

about 3years, they said they can only 

offer me lecturer 3. I now told them I 

was born and bred here, whatever it 

takes to go into Kwara Polytechnic, I 

will do it. So, I got into Kwara Poly 

based on that interview of 1992 in 

1995, November with the same level 

of lecturer 2. In fact, I was a Civil 

Servant on Level 10 for 10 years. 

Those are some of the prices we have 

to pay for poke nosing into the affairs 

of authorities on behalf of others. In 

November, 1995 I became a bonafide 

lec turer  of  the  Kwara  S ta te  

Polytechnic and moved from Part 

Time to Full Time. I was employed in 

Kwara, thinking that I had learnt my 

lesson and that I will be in the 

background. But you know this blood 

is stubborn. It doesn't allow you to take 

otherwise when you think otherwise. 

Events threw me up and I became the 

ASSUP Chairman here in 1999. 

In 2003, when the Dr. Bukola Saraki's 

administration came into office, they 

set up a visitation panel. I happen to be 

a member of the visitation panel. So in 

the course of discussion,  some people 

felt that…. They believed that the new 

salary scale of the school was 

politically granted, and that it was a 

product of political manipulation of 

the previous Administration of Lawal, 

I made it clear to them that this 

decision was a product of Eleven 

months of intensive labour struggle. 

After the Federal Government had 

approved the new salary scale in 2001 

September,  we  informed the  

authorities of the need to conform, but 

they didn't. By April 2002, we started a 

process of engagement to enforce that 

salary scale. And the struggle 

continued until September, 2002 when 

it was eventually granted. For 

somebody to tell me that the struggle 

that started around September a year 

earlier and calumniated into effective 

payment in the October of another year 

is a spontaneous reaction just to 

appease some people for political 

reasons is…then they say we should 

start refunding monies. In my history 

of socio-political struggled, I have 

never heard where people who did not 

obtain salary by fraud were refunding 

such salaries.

So we took them to court, but instead 

of going to court by a Writ of summon, 

we went to court through an 

Originating summon, we just 

submitted documents for the court to 

peruse and review. But they still felt 

that was too insultive; they said it was 

an extreme affront. And the man 

behind  a l l  o f  th i s  was  Oba  

Abdulraheem, the almighty professor 

and former Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Ilorin. He said it was an 

affront for me to have led my people to 

court. So eventually they set up a 

committee to review our grievances, 

the Deputy Governor was the 

Chairman and the SSG was the 

Secretary and in the course of that, we 

made it  very clear that Oba 

Abdulraheem was not just a problem to 

Kwara Poly, he was a setback. So we 

wrote the “92 days of disaster” and 

that contained about 16 foul steps 

already taken by the Chairman of the 

Governing Council in 92 Days. 

So the Authorities felt we had points, 

but they said we should go and 

withdraw the case from court and that 

there will be peace, unfortunately, they 

thought since you can't return to court 

with the same matter you withdraw, 

but as our experience has shown, we 

threaded with caution adjourned sine 

dei instead. And by the time I returned 

to Kwara Poly, I met three letters, they 

requested to serve me, but I told them 

to hold on till the next day as I was just 

returning from the court. By the 

evening of that day, the immediate past 

Registrar and Registrar came to my 

house to deliver the letters. One was a 

letter querying me that they learnt I 

have  worked  a t  the  Federa l  

Polytechnic, Bida before, that they 

w a n t e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

circumstances surrounding my exit 

you are sacked, 

if you like go to court; 

If they ask me to pay you 

10 Million, I am not going 

to pay from my pocket.

I was a 
Civil Servant on 

Level 10 for 
10 years
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from Bida, I should explain within 

48hrs why disciplinary action should 

not be taken against me. Now what was 

not clear to me was the purpose and 

ulterior motive of the query. For not 

informing them why I left Bida, I don't 

know,  but let's say it was a clear case. 

It was for me to respond. They attached 

a letter of suspension without pay to 

the same letter. The punishment was 

yet to start, because they will have to 

carry a gun when my response comes 

in. They also wrote a letter of warning 

about my general conduct and 

innuendos .These three documents 
thdated the same day, the 14  of June, 

2004. I collected the letters and asked 

the people who brought it to go. By the 

next morning I learnt they were 

circulating the query they gave me 

after they beheaded it and wrote, 

“Adefila this is your story”, like an 

anonymous letter, that they don't know 

the mystery of how Adefila left Bida. 

They were circulating it with a 

dispatch note, which showed that it has 

an origin in an official domain. I 

decided to follow the 'Aluta' route, So I 

entered the Campus, distributed the 

response to the query, also beheaded 

and proceeded to address the 

Congress, because I already sent 

emissaries to the campus to gather the 

staff, because what they wanted to do 

was to cut me off from my 

congregation and dish out blackmail so 

that I could lose followership and so 

they will be able to deal with me the 

way they wanted. So I adopted the 

'Aluta' approach, entered the campus 

and addressed the congress. 

             

By the time they learnt I was at the 

Congress, the Congress was over. So 

they now issued a letter banning me 

from the campus and anything around 

it and that was 24 hours after their 

initial query. It was still 24 hours away 

to the ultimatum for my response to the 

query, still 24 hours away for my 

punishment to start, I have been 

suspended without pay, I have been 

warned and I have been banished from 

campus. They continued and I went 

back to court to stop them, because 

there was no hearing not to mention 

fair hearing. You cannot give 

somebody a query and suspend him the 

same day. They were not even 

intelligent about it at all. So when they 

saw that this case cannot proceed, they 

allocated it to a judge who will just 

look me in the eyes and say this case is 

adjourned for mention….. and for one 

and half years, the case continued that 

way. So in January 2006, I called the 

attention of the court to the fact that I 

have chosen to be civil and will remain 

civil for the remaining part of my life. 

But that the court is not encouraging 

younger activists to be civil, because 

my right is being trampled upon, I have 

approached the court to stop those 

people who want to trample on my 

rights and that the laws of Kwara Poly 

only gives them 3 month to suspend. 

The court unconsciously helped them 

to suspend me for one and a half years. 

The judge became furious and started 

ranting that he will enter judgment 

against me. 

I also told her that I have the alternative 

of the Ajigijaga approach. It is not 

everything that you settle in court, you 

can settle it otherwise, if somebody 

send you away from the university, you 

can also send him away from 

somewhere else and every other 

person will seat up. Some of us have 

chosen to be civil. Because it is too late 

to become Ajigijaga but some other 

people may choose not to be, if our 

civil approach is not bringing the right 

results. Eventually that was how the 

case went on until I landed in the civil 

service by political solution. When I 

got into service, the rest is story.

Exponent: Before we move on sir, 

how did the Bida Saga end? —

It ended in my favour the court 

declared they had no right to do what 

they have done, that I should be 

reinstated, that they should pay all my 

salaries and restore all my privileges. I 

collected all the monies and that was 

what I used to build my house in Oyun. 

The only thing I didn't get was 

promotion. So I forfeited promotion, 

but got even my days of leave with the 

salary.

Exponent: Congratulations sir.

Adefila: Thank you. 

Exponent: Nigeria has been 

mentioned in various terms by 

different people at different times, 

some derogatory, some glowing. 

What are your thoughts about 

Nigeria? 

(Sighs heavily) Nigeria is a country 

that has the worst natural disaster. In 

some countries they have earthquakes, 

Tsunamis and so many other natural 

disasters that devastate their countries 

but Nigeria is a country where we have 

vandals as privileged prince and 

princesses. People who are in position 

to rule us are people who do not believe 

in the project called Nigeria, and hence 

they set us up on a circular motion.  

That's why you discover that whatever 

happened in 1992 that you protested 

against will happen again in 2002, 

2012 and will happen in 2022, If not 

more frequently. We have a country 

running in a circle deliberately 

designed not by accident.

Exponent: That's sad. 

Adefila: Really sad.

Exponent: People have alleged that 

the standard of Education has 

fallen. What is the state of our 

education?

Yeh !. Education is a complex thing, if 

there is anything; the standard of 

education in Nigeria has not falling. 

The only thing is that the fraudsters are 

getting more sophisticated, and you 
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know the type of Youths we are 

producing these days is more 

disturbing, because they are by every 

measure more intelligent than any of 

our generation, but how are they using 

this intelligence? If you look at what 

your children know today at primary 

school or secondary level you didn't 

know it. So nobody can take it away 

from the Nigerian youth that they are 

super intelligent. They are more 

intelligent than any generation before 

them. So if anybody says the standard 

of education is falling, I don't know 

their measure. My daughter in 

secondary school can operate 

computer, transfer words and print out 

many things from the internet, when 

even after secondary school I couldn't 

do that. The kind of English we even 

speak today, I don't know if I can 

march her English up till now, it 

depends on the angle we are looking 

from. Yes, the population is more now, 

there are people we call Olodo Rabata 

(dullards), when we were in school and 

there are still people like that now, and 

there are high flying pupils even in 

public schools now. Yes there is a 

larger population now and the 

infrastructure may be pointing 

negative on a larger scale than it was 

then but when you talk about 

education, it depends on what our 

people are looking for. In those days, 

when an apprentice go to learn a trade 

the first thing he asks about is the tools 

of trade and the uses, but nowadays 

they ask to know how to make money 

from the trade. What can somebody 

sell to make money, that is the first 

thing  they want to know, so 

automatically you cannot compare 

someone that learnt mechanic 25 years 

ago in terms of intelligence, because 

they didn't go there for the same 

reasons. Nowadays the guy want 

money and he wants to start making 

money from the first day he started 

learning the trade. 

In those days possibly I didn't even 

make one Naira till the day I started my 

“Job man”, as a photographer, but an 

average photographer apprentice 

already knows how to make money 

from the day he starts learning the 

trade. That is what is distorting our 

education. 

Our people are more intelligent, the 

education syllabus is more complex 

and more comprehensive than even the 

one we went through. They know far 

more than what we know at secondary 

school level. But what kind of brain 

and what kind of body carry this brain? 

The body with a lot of greed and lack of 

shame; in our own time injustice to one 

is injustice to all, but today for money 

activists will give awards to anybody, 

so is this a product of declining 

education? No, it's change in 

orientation.

Exponent: From all indications, 

your sojourn in the civil service was 

sterling, moving through various 

Ministries and rising to the 

honoured position of Permanent 

Secretary, at which you also served 

in various Ministries. What was 

your experience like coming from a 

background of activism?

I think I had an exception of 

experience when it comes to Civil 

Service I am unfortunate to be one of 

the most mystified personality and that 

has actually assisted me a lot, they do 

believe that Adefila has a lot of juju, 

Adefila has this, Adefila is a 

everything fearful. In fact in a secret 

note that I later had access to and carry 

with me, a permanent Secretary wrote 

that “I have a secrecy friendly 

disposition” when I was still a Director 

of Statistics.  What is the relevance of 

that statement to the question? For that 

reason, throughout my tenure as 

Permanent Secretary, pressure was off 

me. When Adefila says no everybody 

stayed clear, 'were ni' (he is a mad 

man). 'Eyi ti ose ni ose kosi eni to le 

change e' (he will do what he wants and 

no one can change it) I was with the 

governor last week and this is one of 

the things I actually appreciated about 

him. The consideration that I am a 

strange and unconventionally Civil 

Servant and that I have been allowed to 

run one of the most sensitive 

Ministries and not in a single 

circumstance has the governor used his 

power to overrule me; that he allowed 

me to use my initiatives and my 

discretion throughout my stay and my 

tenure. I was too grateful for that to go 

home without expressing to him my 

a p p r e c i a t i o n .  A n d  t h e  s a m e  

commendation goes to the former 

governor because I became Permanent 

Secretary under Dr. Bukola Saraki and 

throughout the 12 to 13 months I 

worked under him, he never overruled 

me on one day.

So because people know where I stand 

on issues, they bypass me when they 

want to mount pressure and because of 

what I  have learnt when I was a 

lecturer, immediately you set 

precedence that you are capable of 

bending off, you have already come 

under pressure. If you do something 

today and for reasons of you want to 

favour someone, some people 

somewhere mounts pressure on you 

and you reverse, just be ready to 

reverse as many thing as times goes by, 
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because you will be blackmailed. They 

will adduce one reason or the other 

even that you didn't think of to the one 

you reverted. I hardly give query, but 

when I give query to you and I don't 

withdraw it because, if I give query to 

you and I withdraw it, I should not give 

query  again  under  the  same 

circumstances. Otherwise, they will 

say, it's because you are a male, 

because we attended the same primary 

or secondary school, or that you are my 

cousin, Nigeria is a country that looks 

for reason that you cannot even think 

of. So, one of the greatest things that 

happened to me was the fact that I was 

not under pressure and that really 

helped me. 

My staff, because a majority of them 

went through Kwara Poly and those of 

them who didn't had already heard of 

Adefila, so as a permanent Secretary 

when I say, I don't like this……, to be 

fair to my staff, they were all 

p e r f o r m e r s .  T h o s e  w e r e  m y  

experiences, but they were peculiar; 

that I have bosses who respect my 

views and allowed me to operate by 

my discretions. I had staff who 

understood and believed that Adefila 

Poly, Kin gbo, kingba (He is 

obstinate). He is a fair man, he will be 

just to you, but when he is hard on you, 

nobody will rescue you. So, that 

assisted me a lot and that's what I am 

taking home 

Exponent: You had a close contact 

with the Governor. Alhaji 

Abdulfatah Ahmed. How will you 

describe him? 

Adefila: Like I have just said, every 

leader wants to succeed and when he 

knows that you are competent and 

have confidence in yourself, he will 

allow you to operate. 

Yo u  k n o w  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  

Administration people don't know 

from outside there, if anything goes 

wrong with water today, you blame the 

Commissioner, you blame the P.S. you 

blame the people in water ministry. Yes 

the Governor may have his blame too; 

maybe they need some money that he 

has not given them. But Governor 

Abdulfatah Ahmed will always tell 

you, “If I must follow you to the 

Ministry of Finance to source for 

funds, as a Commissioner, when you 

have a counterpart Commissioner and 

you don't have any Inter personal 

relationship that can make him see the 

urgency in your actions; you also have 

a Permanent Secretary who has a 

colleague in the Finance Ministry and 

both of you cannot convince your 

colleagues to see the urgency, when 

g o v e r n m e n t  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  

programmes are clear. My signature 

that I have approved this is there, and 

then what is my business? Do you 

understand what I am talking about?

Now where the governor could be 

blamed. That I thought Ijara-Isin water 

works needs repair or the community 

even requested for it to be repaired. 

And in the course of that, I have done 

my duties, I have inspected and see it 

requires repairs. The Commissioner 

has agreed, the engineers and others 

have done their part and we make our 

own point, and the governor possibly 

refused to approve funds. The blame is 

on the governor, he refused to approve. 

But again, if he refuses to approve, you 

have to ask, did you have it in your 

Budget? Was the Ijara-Isin water 

works part of those listed in that year's 

budget you wrote the Memo? If it is 

not, the governor will never approve. 

But if it is, you owe it a duty to 

convince him, that it is urgent, because 

if there are 7 water works to be 

repaired, why Ijara-Isin First? Why not 

another? The way some people present 

their facts, you know what we learnt in 

Secondary School was that the heading 

and the first two paragraphs of your 

writing should have covered the 

subject matter. But you know how 

frivolous our people can sometimes 

be, and they carry that into official 

writing, if by the time the governor 

gets into your request he is worn out by 

the frivolities, he may just put it aside.

So as a man, my interactions with him 

show that he gives people free hand to 

use their discretion and do their best 

and I am among those people who 

enjoyed that.

Exponent: Let's assess the governor 

on a broader scale. How will you say 

he has performed as Governor? 

As a governor, you know the reason 

why we are really close was the fact 

that we were together in the Ministry 

of Planning and today, we are both the 

oldest members of the Kwara State 

Central Budget Committee, because a 

the governor, he is still a member of 

that committee. So when you look at 

that privileged part of us, you know 

that I know him quite well. 

What worked against Abdulfatah is the 

concept of Nigerian governance. We 

always desire who started this. We 

don't always care if it was completed or 

not. Governance is continuum and 

Governor Abdulfatah's Administration 

is a continuum of the Dr. Saraki 

Administration. And because this 

governor was the commissioner for 

Finance under the immediate past 

administration, the master plan that 

covered the establishment of Aviation 

College Diagnostic Centre, Kwara 

State University both the Malete and 

other campuses across the State, the 

Ilorin flyover, were conceived under 

What worked 
against 

Governor Abdulfatah 
is the concept of 

Nigerian governance.
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Bukola Saraki, the Bond to fund them 

was taken under Dr. Bukola Saraki, but 

who paid up? Abdulfatah Ahmed. 

Then who should take the credit? For 

me it should be 50-50. The government 

tha t  conce ived  i t  should  be  

commended for the foresight, and the 

determination to transform Kwara 

State. And the government that 

completed the projects and paid back 

the bond should also take part of the 

Glory.

This is why in Nigeria; you see a lot of 

abandoned projects. Assuming when 

Governor Abdul Fatah came, he 

abandoned the Diagnostics centre, 

abandoned Aviation College, KWASU 

and refuse to pay the Bond beyond 

what the last Administration paid and 

borrow his own fresh credits to short 

new projects, we might have seen 

more flyovers in Ilorin, you would 

have seen a lot of new things. The 

water works and Ilorin water 

reticulation project that was started by 

Dr. Bukola Saraki had a project sum of 

6.5 Billion Naira, we had hardly paid 

up to 2 Billion Naira as at the time the 

Administration of Dr. Saraki wound 

up. Today, Abdulfatah has paid the 

entire loan, in spite of the fact that the 

award of the contract took place under 

Dr. Saraki. So what we are saying here 

is that, when you assess the current 

governor using facts, he has done very 

well. Apart from our financial 

challenge as a state, the level of income 

has dwindled and a lot of other things 

have happened, he has used the 

planner that he is to actually sustain the 

administration. 

Dr. Bukola Saraki started something 

that I think it will be difficult for any 

other person to dare, payment of 

salaries and pensions as at when due. 

That has become a liability that 

anybody should turn into an asset or 

the consequence will become a big 

liability on that Administration. So the 

incoming administration whether it is 

ANPP, PDP, APC or whether ATT, has 

to sustain some of these things whether 

they like it or not or they will have 

problem. There are some things he 

inherited, he has no capacity to change, 

some he inherited and had an 

obligation to complete because it was a 

jointly conceived project and there 

were some indebtedness he inherited 

that  he had to pay,  because 

Administration is a continuum. 

These are some of the limiting factors 

that affected him.

Exponent: We are honoured to have 

met some members of your 

immediate family and we think they 

are fantastic people. Can you share 

with our readers a little about them?

Well, like I used to say, a man cannot 

be misbehaving the way I am doing if 

he doesn't have a home. I am among 

the few anointed ones that nature chose 

to favour. How do I mean? I had a wife 

who was fantastic, who was my blood, 

my person personified. I lost her, but 

she left behind two kids. Strangely, I 

found another wife, Yoruba say “Ifa ki 

tele rawon” (good fortunes don't 

befall the same person twice). 

simultaneously it is either you are 

lucky the first time, but unlucky the 

next or you are unlucky the first time 

and then you eventually find luck. But 

that you are lucky the first time and 

you lost that thing and then you are 

lucky  aga in ;  then  you  mus t  

acknowledge that it is I am extreme 

privilege. 

I found another wife who is not just a 

mother to all my children now, but 

another partner you can call Ola 

Adefila personified she believes in my 

vision, she aids my activities; she 

supports me in my period of pains 

without murmuring. You know it was 

in the life time of my late wife that the 

Bida experience happened and I was 

able to weather the storm with family 

support. And when nature wanted to 

test this woman, that can you go 

through fire? The Kwara Poly 

experience happened and she remains 

a fantastic partner. 

And the children, I have never prayed 

for a particular sex of children and 

even in my sub-consciousness I have 

never wished this one should be a male 

or female.

I have three females and one male and 

they are wonderful children. One of 

them just graduated from the 

university with a First Class and she 

was the Head girl in primary school 

and Senior girl in secondary school 

and interestingly, the younger one 

went to the same Primary school and 

became the Head girl and she too is 

making waves where she is mow, that 

is my last born.

The boy initially wanted to act 'omo 

baba olowo' (son of the rich man) 

because I could not imagine my son 

failing 3, 4 subjects in a term. What I 

did to him…. during a long vacation, I 

sent the mother and sister to Ghana on 

holiday and I sent him to his grandma 

in kabba, so that if he feels his father 

has money and he can waste it, then it 

is the duty of the father to let him know 

how money is made. And is not meant 

for anybody that is not serious .my 

children are so used to vacation, 

wherever they wanted. So, I sent the 

sister and mother to Ghana to spend 
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10days, go to Accra, Kumasi and come 

back and I told him you go to Kabba 

and spend 2weeks.

When they both came back he would 

not like to go to Kabba in a hurry again. 

And since then he has changed. And 

you know nature had to intervened, 

and today he is a fantastic boy. I still 

see this as part of nature's favours, 

because there are children you will tie 

to the stake and still will not change. So 

when nature favours you, you will 

think that you are smart. So today, I 

will say I am one of the luckiest father, 

luckiest husband.

Exponent: Just as we round up. You 

are a blue blood by all indications. 

What do you think about the 

traditional institution in these 

modern times?

In Freetown, freedom is not served 

free. It has never been free and will 

never be free. You don't request for 

respect, you earn it. Our traditional 

institutions today either by pretense or 

by act of omission are relegating 

themselves. Nobody is relegating or 

disregarding them.  I was telling you 

the other time that pressure come to 

you when people know you have the 

tendency to bend to pressure. Our 

traditional rulers now, act more like 

civil servants they seek promotion so 

desperately that anybody just mess 

them up and unfortunately this is 

applicable to a majority of our 

traditional rulers.

First class rulers in any state are 3,4,5,6 

or at most 10; even those ones, only 

few of them conduct themselves well. 

Today traditional institutions will start 

earning respect when occupiers of 

those stools separate themselves from 

government house.  When the 

governors know that he will not enjoy 

his stay in the community if he 

disrespects the traditional ruler 

because it is either the people will boo 

him or walk away or he will receive 

very little attention without  the 

traditional ruler uttering a word. But 

when traditional rulers are always in 

the government house seeking one 

favour or the other, particularly 

desperately looking for promotion; 

what kind of respect do you give to 

your servant? Today, an average Civil 

Servant fear government more than 

they fear the community. So when you 

talk about a traditional ruler who has 

no root then you need a new 

assignment. But when our people 

believe they are coming from 

somewhere because that's not how our 

fathers presided over their people and 

that was why every government 

respected them, they adored them; 

they allotted them their own place. A 

traditional ruler that will earn 

government respect…….. you know 

the people in government are not 

foolish o. if they know you have grip of 

your community, even if they don't like 

your face, they will respect you. How 

do you get a grip of your community? 

Even dogs know who loves them. An 

average adult knows the traditional 

ruler who can sacrifice his life for his 

community but traditional rulers of 

these days can they sacrifice their 

personal interest for the community 

interest? No. hence they earn no 

respect. 

Until that time when we have few 

clearly outstanding traditional rulers 

who act like the real traditional people; 

who put government in its own place 

and place his community on his head 

and show that anybody who wants to 

touch the community on his head must 

first touch his neck. That is when 

politicians and people in government 

will bow to them, respect and give 

them a place. 

If for instance you know the traditional 

ruler can call together his people to fish 

out criminals in his community, do you 

think the D.P.O will not respect the 

traditional ruler? That was what made 

our traditional Institution tick in those 

days. They know who to call in their 

communities in order to get to the root 

of any matter and not just theft alone. 

When something happens, all they 

need to do is summon one of their 

subjects, and they will get all the 

information they require. Those were 

traditional rulers not this office 

occupiers we have in the majority now.

 

Exponent: On a final note Sir. After 

a sterling career, what is next?

Well, I am now a farmer. I have gone 

back to my village to set up a farm with 

a 4square kilometers perimeter and I 

am trying to nurse that to get myself 

fully occupied. I am also trying to 

revitalize my hospitality business. 

Before I become a Civil Servant, I had 

already learnt the act of properly 

speculation and I will say 80% of my 

comfort today comes from property 

and Land speculation.

Exponent: We thank you and 

congratulate you on the double 

celebration Sir. 

Thank You. 

In Freetown, freedom is not 

served free. It has never been free 

and will not be free.
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Being your little girl is the 

best blessing ever. 

Your benevolence is to 

the extreme, you go hard 

and fast in influencing 

everybody around you 

to appreciate

 the greatest solace. 

I wish you the absolute 

best on this real milestone. 

The enormous 60 is here 

and did I include retirement. 

I cherish you forever 

my closest companion, 

confidant and Father.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
WORLD BEST DAD!!

          Courtesy: Abisola Adefila

60
CHEERS 
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Before September 11, 2001, the United States 
Government wallowed in a self-adulation that 
bothered on the fringe of arrogance. The 

various security apparatuses and their apparatchiks 
created imaginary star wars in anticipation of 
one day confronting aliens from 
another planet and the various 
movies made over a period spanning 
about two decades with titles like 
Space 1999, and many more 
signposted this mindset.

On that day in the year 2001, 
Osama Bin Ladin and his savage 
warriors with the support of various 
other terror cells from across the Globe 
collaborated in a well-coordinated 
spontaneous attack to bring down the twin 
towers of the World Trade Centre and part of the pride 
of the American Intelligence, the Pentagon on Langley. 
The multiple attacks resulted in over 5, 000 casualties 
consisting of citizens of the World population and 

jolted America, his allies and the World at large that 
the supposed infallibility of the United States 
Military is a fallacy.

In the wake of the terror attack, the United 
States of America reviewed her security 

Architecture to meet up with the 
current realities on ground through 
the formation of the Homeland 
Security with the mandate to 
safeguard the American people, its 
homeland, and values. The 
Missions of the Homeland 
security includes preventing 

terrorism and enhancing security; 
managing its borders; administering 

immigration laws; securing cyberspace; 
and ensuring disaster resilience.

The Department is focused on smart and effective 
enforcement of U.S. immigration laws while 
streamlining and facilitating the legal immigration 

KUDOS TO MR PRESIDENT ON 

WAR WAR WAR 
TERROR

AGAINST 

The Missions of the 
Homeland security 
includes preventing 

terrorism and enhancing
 security; managing its 

borders...

ISMAEEL ODULANA
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process. The Department of Homeland Security 
provides the coordinated, comprehensive federal 
response in the event of a terrorist attack, natural 
disaster or other large-scale emergency while working 
with federal, state, local, and private sector partners to 
ensure a swift and effective recovery effort.

Protecting the American people from terrorist threats is 
our founding principle and our highest priority. 
Department works with industry and state, local, tribal 
and territorial governments to secure critical 
infrastructure and information systems. Analyzes and 
reduces threats and distributes warnings. The 
Department of Homeland Security secures the nation's 
air, land, and sea borders to prevent illegal activity 
while facilitating lawful travel and trade.
The Department of Homeland Security was formed 
after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, as part 
of a national effort to safeguard the United States 
against terrorism.

The Nigerian Military is renowned in Africa and other 
parts of the Globe where its men have served, 
especially its peace and enforcement missions which 
started in the Katanga Region of modern day Congo 
Democratic Republic in the 60s through to the United 
Nations Missions in Lebanon, Liberia, Somalia, Sierra 
Leone and Mali among several others. They were 
regarded to as the “Rug Rats” in some quarters and 
were considered and respected as one of the best land 
forces in Africa, if not the World. The exploits of the 
Nigerian Troops led by the retired General Cyril Iweze 
then a Colonel in Somalia still reverberates in the minds 
of those who served alongside the dexterous Nigerian 
Army on those missions.

Fast forward to 2012 at the infancy of the Boko 
Haram debacle and the Nigerian Army still held its 
head very high as it gave a good account of itself in 
routing the ragtag thugs that holed up at an 
abandoned Railway facility in Maiduguri. After the 
siege that lasted about 3 Days, the Army succeeded in 
capturing the head of the growing fanatical Islamic 
sect and threw its warriors asunder. 

However, information later showed that the inept 
Nigeria Police in its usual style summarily executed 
the head of the Boko Haram, Muhammed Yusuf and 
his lieutenants. Members of the sect who had earlier 
gone underground came back stronger, at first 
furtively attacking the men of the Police and growing 
to sacking entire swaths of the Nigerian Territory.

At the height of its success, the Boko Haram claimed 
control of over 60% of the North Eastern territory of 
Nigeria, including Towns and Cities as far as 
Adamawa that gave it the capacity to hit targets in 
Taraba and Kogi in North Central Nigeria. Today, it is 
apt to say that the fundamentalist army despite its 
international support has been technically defeated 
with its final asphyxiation, only a matter of time and 
cont inued commitment  l ike the present  
administration has shown.

In the last One year there has been more derision from 
opposition figures than ever on the issue of the 
handling of the Boko Haram insurgents, in a swift 
reaction to the litany of complaints by the opposition 
figures, a retired General of the Nigerian Army who 
does not want to be mentioned contended that, had 
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the immediate past administration shown similar 
commitment as the Armed Forces are getting from the 
leadership of today, Boko Haram will not have become 
such a menace as it is today. He blamed President 
Goodluck Jonathan for his lackluster leadership and 
slow decision making, which made things slow and 
cumbersome for the men on the field. 
In his words, “President Goodluck Jonathan was busy 
believing the threat was a fallacy and he wished it away 
like a nightmare. Had the reality dawned on him earlier, 
maybe he would have handled it differently, but that 
will remain in the corridors of conjectures forever. He 
allowed the crisis to fetter and this is what we have at 
hand today.”

It is thus important to take a deeper look at what the 
present Administration has done that Jonathan's 
Government failed to do. One key area of note was the 
morale of the fighting men, which was reportedly at its 
lowest ebb at the time, followed by his inability to 
rework the Security architecture. There were instances 
where the various Intelligence Agencies refused to 
share valuable intelligence and cases of complicity in 
the deployment of men and resources were reported 
against the war theaters and malfeasance reigned 
without let as some men on the front mutinied and shot 
at their Commandant, who escaped by the whiskers.

The men also complained about the weaponry and how 
they were deployed while they claimed that most of the 
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weapons, especially field Artilleries and 
Armored”z vehicles were mostly from the Civil 
War stock of the 60s. According to a Non-
Commissioned Officer who served in Kodunga 
between 2014 and 2015; “we were often supplied 
between two and three Magazines for our AK 47 
Rifles, which amounted to between 70 to 105 
Bullets per operative. When the Boko Haram 
warriors attack, they came with a thousand life 
ammunitions per warrior in most cases and we are 
reduced to retreating from our positions as it is 
more reasonable to keep your men intact in such a 
situation.” 

It is also on record that corruption ate deeply into 
the military budget and the Budgetary allocation 
ended in private pockets, with over 2 Billion 
Dollars of defence spending shared among 
various personalities around the ruling Party close 
to the 2015 Elections. The Government was also 
reported to have had hundreds of Millions of 
Dollars seized across the globe as unauthorized 
personalities including a Niger Delta Militant 
attempted to buy weapons from the backdoor. 
Keen observers are also quick to remember the 
billions of dollars reportedly cornered by the 
various Military top brasses under the 
Administration of Dr. Goodluck Jonathan. 

It was at that point that Nigeria should have taken 
a deeper look at its strength, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats with a view to taking 
critical steps or just follow the example of the 
United States hook line and sinker when it was 
confronted by a similar situation and we will not 
be in the middle of an attempt to salvage our 
collective prides. 

Since the advent of the President Muhamadu 
Buhari led government, the former National 
Security Adviser, General Aliyu Gusau, Chiefs of 
Defence, Army, Air and Naval Staff have gone 
under the microscope revealing a heap of 
underhand dealings, misapplication of funds and 
outright malfeasance. Unlike in the past where 
senior members of the Military top echelon were 
treated like untouchables, the present 
administration has arrested and is prosecuting 
these Officers, while military spending has been 
relatively transparent achieving a mammoth leap 
in the process. 
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Like a Retired Admiral of the Navy pointed out, “the 
fear of Buhari is the beginning of wisdom for the heads 
of our military.” 

One recurrent aspect of the Nigerian Air Force a few 
years back was that its aircrafts fell out of the sky 
constantly like game birds at the King's hunting 
expedition. Within the spate of one year, the Nigeria Air 
force lost several aircrafts including Gunships and 
cargo planes. This led to poor air cover for the men 
fighting on the ground and gave the Boko Haram ample 
confidence in the battle with the Nigeria 
Army.

In the last few years, the media 
have been awash with the 
acquisition of new weapons 
by the various arms of the 
Military. The President 
Muhamadu Buhari led 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  
purchased five units of 
caterpillar armoured mine-
sweepers, new Armoured 
Personnel Carriers (APC) from 
China, the United States, France 
and other countries of Eastern Europe 
for the Army, while the Nigeria Navy recently 
acquired new French patrol boats and three New 
Vessels. The icing on the cake is the fact that two of the 
vessels, NNS Karaduwa and NNS Commander Edwin 
Ugwu were built at the Nigeria Navy Dockyard and 
shipyard, Port Harcourt. 

The Nigeria Air Force according to the Chief of Air 
Staff has acquired about 31 Aircrafts from among the 
said Aircrafts are 12 A-29 Super Tucano aircraft from 
the US, two fighter jets from Pakistan and six Agusta 
109 power helicopters from Italy.

According to the Chief of Air Staff, Air Commodore 
Abubakar Sidique “The desire to make the NAF the 
best in the sub-region necessitated new platforms, 
equipment and specialised training. The 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, President 
Muhammadu Buhari, has given us priority attention 
which has resulted in the acquisition of 18 new 
aircraft in the last three years.

Mr Abubakar explained that aside procurement of 
fighter jets, attack helicopters and other military 
hardware that training and re-training and welfare of 
troops are being addressed. He said the air force 
currently has 57 pilots undergoing training in Nigeria 
and South Africa.

According to him, 57 pilots are being trained in 
Kaduna; three in Kano, while seven recently 
graduated from Kano in August. “Only last week in 
Lagos, we established a forensic lab for air provost. 
About 16 air provost are currently being trained there 
to handle some of the challenges that we face,” he 
said.

Mr. Abubakar commended the commander 
of 115 Special Operations Group, Air 

Commodore Elijah Ebiowe, and 
officers of the command for 

d r i v i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  
development in the air force.

At a recent function, the Chief 
of Air Staff, also disclosed 
that many members of the 
Civilian Joint Task Force who 
had participated in pushing 

back the insurgents, may not be 
absorbed en masse into the 

Nigerian Army because of concerns 
over the federal character principle and 

other rigid eligibility requirements into the 
military.

Apart from the supply of ammunitions, the Military 
High Command has also changed tactics and 
refocused its approach to the war against terror with 
the establishment of new formations across the war 
theater and the constant juggling of its personnel.

Towards this end, new hands have been injected in 
the fight against terrorism and other operations, the 
Nigerian Army on Thursday 6th December 2018, 
authorised the posting and appointments of some of 

“Another set of 140 air 
police personnel are 

currently  undergoing 
special operations training

 to join our recently 
established quick response 

wings and groups,” 
he said.
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its senior officers. Those affected by the new posting 
and appointments include some Staff Officers and 
Commanders at various levels.

Specifically, the newly promoted Major General OT 
Akinjobi, Head of the Operations Monitoring Team at 
the Office of the Chief of Army Staff, has been 
appointed Commander, Sector 3 Operation LAFIYA 
DOLE, while Major General MG Ali, Commander 9 
Brigade has been appointed Commander of the newly 
created Nigerian Army Special Forces Command, 
Brigadier General BR Sinjen, Commander, Integrated 
Fire Support and Brigadier General FO Omoigui, has 
been moved from 2 Division Nigerian Army to Army 
Headquarters Department of Training and Operations 
and appointed Director of Operations.

Brigadier General TA Lagbaja is to take over as 
Commander 9 Brigade, Nigerian Army, Brigadier 
General OR Aiyenigba, Director Land Warfare at the 
Armed Forces Command and Staff College is to move 
to the Office of the Chief of Army Staff as Head of 
Operations Monitoring Team, while Brigadier General 
AU Kuliya is to take over as Director Land Warfare at 
the Armed Forces Command and Staff College.

Similarly, new Brigade Commanders have been 
appointed for some of the Brigades at Operation 
LAFIYA DOLE. These include Brigadier General EF 
Oyinlola, 22 Brigade, Brigadier General VU Okoro, 25 
Task Force Brigade, Brigadier General AB 
Mohammed, 26 Task Force Brigade, Brigadier General 
AO Oyelade, 27 Task Force Brigade, Brigadier General 
MT Usman, 28 Task Force Brigade and Brigadier 
General MG Kangye, 37 Brigade, while Brigadier 
General AS Ishaq has been appointed as Coordinator, 
Nigeria Police Force for Operation LAFIYA DOLE.

New Commanders have also been appointed for the 
various Army Headquarters Logistics Commands at 
the theatre. These include Brigadier General AG 
Ibrahim, Brigadier General PN Okeson and Col OA 
Aminu for Logistics Base I, II and III, respectively. 
Similarly, the posting has affected several 
Commanding Officers of the various units in 
Operation LAFIYA DOLE, amongst others.

Many people have tried to draw parallels in the 
abductions suffered under the Jonathan 
administration at Chibok and the recent abductions at 
Dapchi, but Segun Okiki, a security expert was quick 
to debunk such claims. He averred that while in the 
first case the whereabouts of most of the Chibok girls' 
remain unknown, the second group of girls with the 
exception of Leah Sharibu has returned to their loved 
ones. 

He said, “While Jonathan was busy denying to 
himself the fact of the reality when Chibok happened, 
Buhari like a real Commander In Chief swung into 
action and brought back a large part of the second 
contingent. The cost of doing that is irrelevant as long 
as it achieves the desired result, at least we are aware 
that the immediate past Administration too attempted 
to get the Chibok girls back and might have, had the 
circumstances not differed in terms of response 
time.”

Although the Nigeria Military suffered some 
setbacks recently, but these can be said to be the effect 
of the years of living in the borrowed robes of a ready 
Army, while the decays of the past became manifest. 
With the recent massive acquisition of weapons, 
moral boosting efforts of the Government and the 
regular change of tactics, veterans of similar conflicts 
believe Boko Haram is in the throes of death.

According to Emmanuel Imasuen, a conflict analyst, 
“Boko Haram and its various offshoots are making 
last ditch efforts to grab the railings after a mighty tip 
over and they will employ all forms of tactics in the 
attempt to remain in the fray. However, with the 
heavy tilt in the balance of power, the final annulment 
of the group was just a matter of when.”

Although the Nigeria Military 
suffered some setbacks recently, 
but these can be said to be the effect 
of the years of living in the 
borrowed robes of a ready Army, 
while the decays of the past 
became manifest.
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...Education

Section 18(1) of the Nigeria Constitution and item 
60 (a) in Part 1 of the second schedule  together 
with compulsory Free Universal Basic 

Education Act of 2004(The UBE Act) guarantee safe 
and adequate educational opportunities at all levels.
The African Charter on Human 
and People Rights Section 17 
also guarantee the Rights to 
Educa t ion  in  sa fe  and  
protected environment.

Section 15(1) of the Child 
Right Act provides that 
(E)very child has the rights to 
free Compulsory and Universal 
Basic Education and it shall be the 
duty of Government in Nigeria to provide such 
education.

Furthermore,  Sections 16,27,28 and 32 guaranteed 
every child in need of special protection as is 
appropriate to the child's physical, social, economic, 

emotional and mental needs; it guarantees with penal 
sanctions the rights of a child against abduction;the 
rights of children against forced or exploitative 
labour as well as rights of children against sexual 
abuse or exploit.

H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e  t h i s  
Constitutional provisions, the 
issue of Safe School has been 
t h r e a t e n e d  i n  N i g e r i a  
especially in the North East by 
armed militant in the name of 
Boko  Haram a t t ack ing  
Educational institutions.

Child protection in emergencies 
(CPiE) as a response to abuse,neglect,exploitation 
and violence against children in time of emergency 
caused by natural or man made disaster, conflict or 
other crises has therefore become a major national 
discourse.

ESSENTIALS FOR ESSENTIALS FOR ESSENTIALS FOR 
IMPROVED EDUCATION IMPROVED EDUCATION IMPROVED EDUCATION 
IN NIGERIAIN NIGERIAIN NIGERIA

SAFE SCHOOL DECLARATION: 

Section 15(1) of the Child Right Act 
provides that Every child has the 

rights to free Compulsory and 
Universal Basic Education and 

it shall  be the duty of Government 
in Nigeria to provide such education.

Tola Adenekan
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It is in view of this that the Safe School Declaration is of 
serious concern  among civil societies, educationists 
and Government.

Many issues have emerged from attacks on Schools in 
the North East, this include abduction of Women and 
girls from schools, boys forced to become fighters, over 
1,400 schools destroyed, while estimated 2,295 
teachers have been killed, 19,000 displaced and 
600,000 children loss access to education.

The Military who are protecting the people in crisis 
often time take over education facilities as base  
thereby making the Schools target of attacks and 
exposes students to abuses.

Rising from a meeting in Abuja recently, Stakeholders 
in education security and safety of schools  called for a 
review of the Armed Forces Act to incorporate the Safe 
School Declarations.

The meeting attended by Civil Societies Organizations, 
representatives of Ministries of Education, Women 
Affairs, National Orientation Agency, National 
Defence College, the Media and the Academic from the 
Six Geo political Zones of the Country was of the 
opinion that the Safe school Declaration, an 
international instrument which Nigeria endorsed in 
2015 and seek to protect educational institutions from 
been used as military base in time of crisis should be 
incorporated into our laws.

While commending the Nigeria Armed Forces and 
other paramilitary organisations for their effort to 
return peace to the North East in particular and other 
crises affected parts of the Country, participants noted 
that temporary conversion of Schools to military base 
exposes such institutions to attack more than being a 
safe abode.

"Explicit protection of Schools from military use is 
now accepted norm world wide. Of the 49 Countries 
surveyed in 2011 by Human Right watch, 27 have 
adopted explicit protection of Schools from military 
use”

Participants called for the need to bring Nigeria 
domestic  law in line with her international obligation 
by explicitly protecting Schools from military use.

The Proposal for Review of Armed Forces Act in sub 
section 3 to Section 216 of the Act is as follow; " No 
premises or building or part therefore occupied for 
educational purposes or accommodation or person 
connected with the management of Schools or 
vehicles and other facilities of education institutions 
shall be requisitioned “

This Section will support Safe School Declaration 
intention to discouraged the use of Education 
institutions for military purpose.

The United Nations has consequently repeatedly 
called on all States to take concrete measure to deter 
the Military use of Schools in particular in 
Resolutions 2143, 2225 and most recently in 
Resolution 2427(2018).

Explicit protection of Schools from Military use is 
now the acceptable norms worldwide, of 49 
Countries surveyed in 2011 by Human Rights Watch, 
27 have explicit protection of Schools from military 
use.

The United Kingdom where Nigeria inherit much of 
military laws and doctrines has also joined the list of 
countries explicitly schools from military use.

Tola Adenekan
CEO
Centre for Grassroot Education, Healthcare and 
Empowerment.(CenGEHE)
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EMBODIMENT OF HOPE 
Felicitation with an 

You are an Icon of philanthropy, 

a role model,  motivator, teacher 

and a source of inspiration to the youth. 

It gladdens our hearts to celebrate 

with you on your birthday;

a rare gem with an uncommon feat. 

Your social economic projects 

have indeed touched the lives 

of a vast majority.

On behalf of the 

entire Youth of Nigeria, we say; 

Happy Birthday to you sir. 
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When national interest no longer appease to 
political players, there is no level of insults 
that won't be rubbed on the First Gentle Man 

of the Federation. Labeling President Muhammadu 
Buhari as desperate over his reelection bid is an extreme 
blackmail by the leading opposition party PDP. The mood 
in the government 
circle doesn't reflect 
desperation in any 
manner. Looking back 
to previous era, the 
reelection of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo 
under the Peoples 
Democratic Party in 
2003 wasn't achieved 
without loss of lives of 
leading opposit ion 
figures, while his failed 
third term ambition 
equally wrecked havoc on many. From time immemorial, 
President Olusegun Obasanjo have dismissed 
connections with the ills of his 
administration, the bulk was passed by 
him on Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar in his descriptions of 
him as contained in Obasanjo's 
book ."My Watch"

If the series of dangerous 
p r o p a g a n d a ,  m a l i c i o u s  
fabrications and demeaning 
allusions to cause damage to the 
good image of  Pres ident  
Muhammadu Buhari before the 
electorates  without  damning 
consequences like it had during the 
Obasanjo days is considered, there is a need 
to breath a sigh of relief  . Firstly they alleged cloning, 
claimed he was dead, recently they lied against the first 
family of abusing the privilege of office to amass wealth, 
making wrong reference to acquisition of Etisalat and 

Keystone Bank and lately they accused the good man of 
planning to rig election claiming Aminat Zakari is his 
family relation. Let's take a cursory look at all these 

allegations, although all 
h a v e  b e e n  f u l l y  
debunked with facts by 
the Presidency and the 
first family. The pattern 
of the campaign of 
calumny by Atiku 
Abubakar  and his  
cronies simply justified 
a l l  t h e  n e g a t i v e  
appellations mentioned 
against Atiku Abubakar 
by Olusegun Obasanjo.

Under the watch of PDP 
for 16 years, our elections witnessed brigandage, 

ballot stuffing and outright falsification of 
results in favour of PDP. Atiku Abubakar 

and PDP are simply afraid of their past, 
no wonder the African adage that 

says "no one should plant an evil 
tree, because when the evil tree 
matures, the fruit will be 
poisonous to the offsprings" The 
2015 General Elections was 
globally adjudged as credible 
enough as a good starting point for 

electoral maturity among the 
electorates, it equally had obvious 

shortcomings already addressed by 
INEC but PDP Leaders are traumatized 

with their devilish electoral behaviours in the 
past and attacking Aminat Zakari indicates that PDP 

and Atiku are the real planners of electoral 
manipulations and view her as an impedance against 
their ploys.

REDEFINING THE 

ELECTION 
PURPOSE OF 

The pattern of the 
campaign of calumny by 

Atiku Abubakar
 and his cronies simply 
justified all the negative

 appellations
 mentioned against 
Atiku Abubakar by 

Olusegun Obasanjo.

Hajia Aminat Zakari (INEC Director) 
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Watching the mischievous display by the Peoples 
Democratic Party's National Spokesperson - Kola 
Ologbondiyan on National Television Stations in his bid 
to cast aspersions on the credibility and personality of 
Hajia Aminat Zakari upon her  latest posting as the Head 
of Result Collation Centre for the 2019 Presidential 
Election, one will realise that unconsciously,  
personalities could be carried away by the propaganda 
Coming from a former Chief of Staff to the President of 
the Nigeria Senate under 
whose watch unimaginable 
calamities happened to our 
electoral system. In a 
similar vein, they opposed 
her nomination as the 
Acting Chairman in 2015 
after the expiration of the 
term of office of former 
INEC Chairman Professor 
Attahiru Jega. The fact that 
the President yielded to the 
opposition against her 
nomination in 2015 which led 
to the appointment of Professor Mahmud as INEC 
Chairman is the motivation raising their hope for a 
reversal of her present posting.

Former NANS President Daniel Onjeh, contested against 
Ologbondiyan's principal - Former Senate President 
David Mark on two previous occasions while Young 
Alhaji was his major contender on one occasion. The two 
gentle men alleged irregularities in the victories of David 
Mark at polls and controversies that surrounds his 
victories at election tribunals are subject for literature 
reviews for the people of Benue State. Majority of PDP 
Leaders were beneficiaries of victories through 
manipulative tendencies. In actual fact,President 
Muhammadu Buhari defeated PDP at the 2015 
Presidential Election by a blend of providence, resilience 
of the masses and determination.

Reasons for attacking the personality of Hajia Aminat 
Zakari by PDP are very obvious. She was a Special 
Assistant to Former President Olusegun Obasanjo from 
2004 to 2007 till her appointment as INEC Commissioner 
by former President Goodluck Jonathan, she has watched 
PDP winning and losing presidential elections before, for 
this, she is too smart to be misguided by anyone in the 
cause of undertaking her legitimate responsibilities in the 
service of INEC. She understands all the manipulative 
tendencies of PDP and can be a very fair umpire. Reliable 
analysis clearly shows that a free and fair contest is a 

guarantee for victory of President Muhammadu Buhari, 
PDP had never won a Presidential Election fairly 
before, as such, they are afraid of their shadows.

It's an election year, but the frenzy differs from 
yesteryears, the ruling party is calm with the campaign 
activities, not spewing out lies and deceits, simply 
retaining the messages of hope for restoration of 
economic boom and prosperity across the federation, 

once the three cardinal principles of 
the administration comes to 
proper fruition.

The administration of President 
M u h a m m a d u  B u h a r i  h a s  
tactically undergone a proper 
review of major focus - reducing 
corrupt practices to the minimal 
and restoration of discipline into 
the polity with a view to entrench 
effectiveness of laws and order. 
Truth uphold a nation, but our 

nation probably detest truth, if not, 
someone like former Vice President Atiku Abubakar 
with all the baggages shouldn't be a major contender for 
the seat of President. Is Atiku that bad in assessment, 
No, he is not a bad family man but a terrible public 
servant that cannot be trusted with public fund or issues 
of public interest. I watched the video of the visit of 
Prime Minister Sir Abubakar Tarawa Balewa to 
America in 1961 at the instance of request of President 
JF Kennedy, it revealed the prestige of our Country 
before the international communities.

When Hajia Amina Bala Zakari was appointed as the 
new Acting Chairman of the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) following the exit of 
Professor Attahiru Jega, the President was blackmailed 
till he yielded. At the moment, it was the INEC 
Chairman that assigned her the responsibilities and she 
is not a new comer into INEC operations. She has 

The administration of 
President Muhammadu Buhari 

has tactically underwent a 
proper review  of major focus - 

reducing corrupt practices to the 
minimal and restoration of 

discipline into the polity 
with a view to entrench e

ffectiveness of laws and orders

Dr. Mahmood Yakubu (INEC Chairman)  
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handled sensitive assignments successfully in the past and 
her appointment into INEC predates the emergence of 
President Buhari as the President, even if she is a blood 
sister to the President, she is eminently qualified to head 
the collation center as announced, she is a Nigerian and 
deserves her liberties as an individual without linking her 
to the reelection of Mr President.

Hajia Amina Bala Zakari, a pharmacist by profession 
hails from Jigawa State, completed her Secondary 
Education from the prestigious Queens College Yaba, 
Lagos. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science (B.sc) 
degree in Pharmacy with Second Class upper (Best 
Graduating Student) in 1980 from Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria. As a Professional Pharmacist with 
landmark working experience in both public and private 
sectors, she was appointed as a Special Assistant to 
President Olusegun Obasanjo in 2004 and was posted to 
FCT where she served as Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, Social Development and Agriculture and Rural 
Development  till 2007 and subsequently appointed as 
INEC Commissioner by Former President Goodluck 
Jonathan.

National Prestige has been returned on the account of the 
rebranding of the image of Nigeria globally by Mr 
President. Nigerians residing in diaspora are no longer 
suffering negative appellations compared with the past, 
foreigners are beginning to respect our Country then why 
should we change a government repositioning the 
economy, security and food security for a personality with 
gloomy image across the world. As a President with 
inclination to socialism, the capitalism inclined power 
brokers planning to throw the downtrodden into 
everlasting penury are at play with gimmicks to present 
President Muhammadu Buhari in bad light before the 
International Communities.

A comprehensive study of foreign aid in crisis ridden 
communities across the globe expose ulterior motives of 
world powers humanitarian disguise they pose often. 
Insurgency and terrorism were never the hallmarks of our 
Country, communal crisis, yes, occasionally, but after 
then, Nigerians still live peacefully. Much as we try as a 
Country to make votes count at elections, we can't forget 
in a hurry, the manipulation of American Presidential 
Elections in 2000 and 2016. On each occasion, the 
American Verdict was National Interest. Americans 
moved on with governance under the Presidents they had 
facts of fraud in their victories, then what's National 
Interest in Nigeria?

Among the pristine import of Democracy is campaign 
as a medium of expression of manifesto and action plan 
for the people, the messages are expected to be factual 
and not misleading. The electorates are expected to 
align with the best choice in the interest of public peace, 
progress and development. Democracy value fair play 
as supreme and a situation where the grand rules 
guiding democratic tenets are violated, you can't expect 
fair outcome. It's a big shame that the Peoples 
Democratic Party that chose the Presidential Flag 
bearer through highest bidding,  dollar trade and 
financial inducements have the courage to accuse a 
President under whose watch, different political parties 
have won elections.

Inducing voters with cash, manipulating the minds of 
the electorates with fake information, encouraging 
crimes and sponsorship of violence in different regions 
against the efforts of the ruling party tame insecurity are 
undemocratic and all these are directly linked to PDP 
Stalwarts, then what's the essence of their complaints 
other than revealing that AMINAT ZAKARI constitute 
albatross to the Dubai Strategies and Nigeria Actions of 
PDP to manipulate Nigerians and win elections at all 
cost. Nigerians will not forget in a hurry how PDP won 
past elections through ballot stuffing and outright 
rigging, no wonder President Muhammadu Buhari 
discovered the indicting clauses in the review of 
electoral acts.

Law abiding citizens of Nigeria who are not desperate 
and not proponents of get rich quick syndrome have 
expressed hope in the continuity of President 
Muhammadu Buhari and on his part, he has reassured 
Nigerians of his readiness to step up the actions of his 
administration to fulfill the yearnings and aspirations of 
lawful Nigerians, then why should we act otherwise? " 
all faith without work is dead" Nigerians must work the 
talk, match word with actions but must be absolutely 
sincere and honest to the cause of nation building and 
this begin with compliance with laws and order, 
positive behaviours and shunning of criminality of any 
kind.

A comprehensive study of 
foreign aid in crisis 

ridden communities across 
the globe expose 

ulterior motives of world powers
 than humanitarian disguise 

they pose often.

33

...Hard Talk



34

Governance and politics are simultaneous operations 

that at some point rub-off each other. Politics in 

Nigeria is largely characterized with inordinate 

ambition, narrow-mindedness, and greed which has 

contributed immensely to poor governance, insecurity, and 

mindless corruption in the county, all culminating in 

poverty, mediocrity, underdevelopment and conflict.

L o g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

human beings carry within 

them the desire to be great 

in life. Everybody would 

like to pursue happiness 

and fulfillment in life.  

Both natural and divine 

laws, however, there 

should be a limit to which a 

person may seek to 

actualize his ambition. 

While it is no crime to seek 

to be great, it becomes a 

criminal act and a sin 

against God and Man 

when we seek greatness in 

greed by destroying others 

or doing things that will jeopardize the opportunities and 

liberty that others have. 

Blindly pursuing power, position, and prominence at the 

detriment of the country and at the expense of other people’s 

lives is a dangerous trend, but the inordinate ambition of 

Nigerian leaders captures lust for power and status, as is 

evidenced in the type of democratic and political system that 

we run in Nigeria. It includes self-advancement and bloody 

competition.

Unfortunately, and inevitably, in all cases of inordinate 

ambition, national interests and selfless service to the people 

are often sacrificed and completely relegated to the 

background. Again, we see these every day in our daily 

lives in this country. The recent crisis that trailed the All 

Progressive Congress primaries in states like Ogun, Imo, 

and Lagos is a battle between inordinate ambition and 

party loyalty.

As the race for political offices in 2019 begins to hot up, 

everybody wants to slice of the National cake for their 

personal consumption by 

vying for different elective 

offices, though Nigeria 

politics demand they fight 

it out among themselves 

within the political party. 

This usually results in a 

cold war between the 

incumbent officeholders 

and those seeking to 

replace them within the 

party prior to the main 

contest.

Office holders deviates 

from party manifestos at 

will, despite riding on the Party's platform to power. 

Governors of states naturally assume the status of alpha 

and omega of the party structures, whose wish and 

directive must come to pass at the expense of the Party’s 

decision. Party supremacy has been subdued to a level that 

personal wish, self-aggrandizement and power greed 

takes the wheel. However Nigeria electoral laws conjoins 

political parties and candidates together to the extent that 

the duo is inseparable at a contest, thou the party stands the 

election but not without a candidate, the mandate belongs 

to the party, the candidate is only a banner bearing the 

parties mandate. It’s surprisingly a norm to see party flag-

bearers turnround to boss over the party that brought them 

INORDINATE 

PARTY LOYALTY 

AMBITION 
VERSUS 

B Y: O L U G B O D E DA M O L A . H .

Governor Akinwunmi Ambode (Executive Governor, Lagos State)
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to power throwing party loyalty into the bin once colliding 

with their interest.

Lagos state witnessed an unprecedented political play, 

where the incumbent Governor of the state was denied a 

return ticket to the State house by his party All Progressive 

Congress. History had it rough with Governor Akinwunmi 

Ambode, as he is the first to be shut out of the Lagos house 

after four years in office, the Governor was denied a 

second term automatic ticket for allegedly 

deviating from the Party manifesto and 

crossing other party lines. The 

governor was made to contest a 

primary election with the popularly 

anointed candidate of the party 

Mr. Babajide Sanwolu the 

incumbent lost gallantly to the 

annointed candidate at the 

primaries.

 Governor Akinwumis loyalty was 

put to test after the primaries, to 

either stand with the Party decision or 

seek to test his luck under the platform of 

another political party. In all, Governor 

Ambode sacrificed his personal ambition and 

embraces party supremacy with no traces of anti-party thus 

far. Ambode’s submissions to the Party's will is an 

uncommon feat found wanting in politicians with inordinate 

ambition.

The scenario in Imo state differs, Governor Rochas 

Okorocha had a serious battle with the Party leadership over 

his selfish desire to instal his son-in-law Uche Nnwosu to 

succeed him as the Governor of Imo state and also earn 

himself a senatorial seat to replace senator Hope Uzodimma 

who was to fight it out with Okorocha's anointed son-in-law 

at the primaries.

The emergence of Senator Hope Uzodimma, as the 

governorship flag-bearer of APC, in the state threw 

Okorocha into confusion, for no one imagined that the 

party could have its way over the powerful Governor, 

being a Governor is naturally assumed to ownership of the 

state that can be willed to a son-in-law at the detriment of 

the masses, at the expense of the party.

The party loyalty of Okorocha is dashed alongside the 

ambition of Nwosu, there are strong indications of anti-

party activities against the APC in Imo state since the State 

personalization failed. The almighty god of Imo state was 

dared and checkmated, the dirty fight to drive the 

inordinate ambition thrives on.

The case in Ogun is alike, Governor Ibikunle Amosu who 

lost the election in Ogun state on two earlier occasions 

before he was rescued by the APC to emerge Governor for 

a two tenure reign in office. Now he wants a senatorial 

seat, enthroning a successor, and appoint a line up for the 

state house of the assembly against the party's wish. Ogun 

APC had it rough at the primaries before upturning 

the wish of the assumed landlord of the state 

politics. 

Adekunle Akinlade, Amosun's 

candidate decamped to another 

party with the governor’s backing 

after losing the APC primaries to 

Dapo Abiodun the party's choice. 

The chances of the APC at the 

p o l l s  h a s  h o w e v e r  b e e n  

streamlined due to lack of 

sportsmanship to accept the 

outcome of the primaries as their 

fate. Lust for power has resulted in 

disaffection within the ranks of the party. 

Exposing the Nigeria polity has ravaged by 

politicians who want to dominate the political space 

for life. 

Most, if not all, of these men, are corrupt and inept. They 

are corrupt politicians and rulers (I refuse to call them 

leaders) who pretend to be concerned about the future of 

the country but are men who will further erode the fine 

traditions of multi-party democracy, further entrench 

corruption, negate socio-political development, entrench 

backwardness and promote disrespect for fundamental 

human rights that we so desperately crave. One only needs 

to examine the records of these men when they rigged 

themselves into governance to conclude that they lack the 

moral fiber and fitness to be in their current political 

offices and positions, to even condemn others, let alone 

Most, if not all, of these men, 

are corrupt and inept. 

They are corrupt politicians and 

rulers who pretend to be 

concerned  about the future 

of the country  but are men who 

will further erode  the fine traditions 

of multi-party democracy,

Rochas Okorocha (Executive Governor, Imo State) 
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anoint a successor.

At the states level across the board, similar scenarios exist. 

Outgoing Governors, of course erroneously expect that it is a 

natural career or political progression for them to retire in the 

red chamber. Inordinate ambition, again. Political 

Appointees have abandoned their service and are scheming 

and campaigning to be office holders. They are also joined 

by some Civil Servants and some ambitious private sector 

workers. Some state legislators also want to take further 

advancement to become federal legislators.

I am not against people being ambitious in life. In fact, it is a 

natural trait for humankind. In fact, a man or woman that has 

no ambition in life is nothing. We all have our own 

ambitions, but a wise person will know his/her limitations in 

whatever they embark upon, and approach such ambitions 

and future with some caution and humility and then try to 

adapt or overcome those weaknesses.

Inordinate ambition also applies when a person is striving 

for position or power that is actually beyond their 

capabilities, intelligence or abilities. Some recognize their 

own lack of these virtues, but still, want to obfuscate and 

cheat their way around; others dont and think they do. 

Examples abound in our political, and actually in our way of 

life. An instance of this is the dishonesty of our politicians 

when it comes to their educational attainment or 

achievement. Certainly, they are, or such people feel inferior 

because they have low levels of education, even though they 

have the minimum requirement as stipulated by legislation, 

sometimes, none at all, so they resort to forgery. How do you 

expect a forger to perform in governance? How do you 

expect a forger to provide the right services to the people? A 

forger of the educational certificate is definitely in the 

political system to steal and exploit the system.

This ilk of politicians has inordinate ambition not 

commensurate with their natural or acquired abilities, 

honesty, and sincerity of purpose, capabilities, and 

intelligence. That is why we find that many of our 

legislators, federal or states can spend an entire four years 

in the hallowed chambers and never contribute a word or 

idea to any issues on the floor of the house. 

The surge in the aspiration of Nigerians to contest political 

office is breeding mayhem in the country. In the First 

Republic, the desire for people to contest elective 

positions was not so strong. For example, local 

government councilors only received sitting and transport 

allowance but in this unrestrained 1999-political 

dispensation and era, the huge salary, un-merited 

allowances and other huge sums of money being paid to 

political aides, constituency offices, domestic, utility 

allowances, which legislators converted to their pockets 

as part of their take-home pay every month, has made 

elective legislative positions a do-or-die affair.

Furthermore, in the First and Second Republics, there 

were no constituency project allowances awarded to 

legislators or their appointees, but now that constituency 

projects and the accompanying allowances have been 

instituted into the Constitution; this has led many 

Nigerians to start seeking political office. For 

governorship, the allure of the multi-billion naira security 

vote, which they do not have to account for, is attracting all 

kinds of parasites and thieves to the state houses.

We have seen, since our foray into democracy, or even 

maybe even as far back as a sovereign nation, that out of 

selfishness or desperation to occupy a position, our rulers, 

past and present have decided the only way they 

understand how to rule their people is to be corrupt and 

inept. But they forget nemesis will always catch up on 

them no matter how long.

Above all, Nigeria and all its resources and wealth belong 

to all one hundred and eighty million or so of us and any 

attempt by some tiny cabal out of inordinate ambition, 

greed, selfishness, and insincerity to satisfy their desire at 

the expense of Nigeria and the Nigerian people will 

definitely attract Gods punishment, as well as punishment 

from Man.

I am not against people being
 ambitious in life. In fact, 

it is a natural trait for humankind.
 In fact, a man or woman that has no 

ambition in life is nothing.

Ibikunle Amosun (Executive Governor, Ogun State)  
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...National Politics 

President Muhammadu Buhari rode to power 
on the backdrop of providing an Eldorado kind 
of relief to the sufferings and yearnings of 

Nigerians. The APC had promised to address three 
cardinal issues which are Insecurity, Economy and 
Corruption. Boko Haram the dreaded and faceless 
insurgency group had almost overran the military 
apparatus of the country and controlling almost 
Fourteen Local Government in the North eastern part 
of Nigeria.

The economy was on a downturn as about Twenty 
Eight states out of Thirty Six states in the country 
were unable to pay salaries while the Federal 
Government led by Goodluck Jonathan was 
borrowing to pay salary before President Buhari 
took over power in 2015. Corruption was at high 
and low places and perceived corrupt 
government official flaunt their ill-gotten 
wealth. It was generally believed that 
government officials and political office 
holders siphoned funds meant for 
development purposes. 
Majority of Nigerians who were 
hitherto tired of the dismal 
performance of previous leaders 
chose to elect President Buhari 
who was adjudged to some 
extent to have some sort of 
integri ty to al ienate 
poverty and hardship since the majority of the people 
were impoverished. Hopes were high that the 
messiah has come to end the sufferings bedeviling the 
teeming populace who are mostly the ordinary man 
on the streets.

However, just like every building and rebuilding 
process, the change and Eldorado promised was 
never going to be achieved in a short while. It is a 
journey that encompasses a lot of inputs and would 
require contributions, patience, perseverance and 
commitments of all and sundry to be achieved.  The 

government faced some challenges which made it 
look like it will never make a move after hitting the 
ground. One of the challenges encountered was the 
dwindling oil price. Most OPEC member countries 
that did not have enough savings during the period 
of oil boom experienced between 2012 and 2014 
like Venezuela, Nigeria etc. were hit with recession. 
To make matters worse, the so called Niger Delta 
Avengers took up arms and went into the creeks and 
commenced vandalization of the pipelines. 

Icing the cake of challenges that prevented the APC 
government from hitting the ground running in the 

early days of this government is the continued 
weakening of the Naira against the Dollar. The 

decision of the government to blacklist Fourty 
two imported items and eventual instruction 

that importers of all the items to source for 
US Dollar for their imports further 

weakened the naira. From an average of 
197 naira, the exchange rate rose to 

about 550 naira to a dollar and it is 
worthy to note that the intervention 

of the Central Bank of Nigeria 
brought it down to the current 

350.

There exists also the lack 
of cooperation by the 

National Assembly. The leadership of the National 
Assembly pitted itself against the Executive arm of 
government and as such they ensured they 
frustrated all the efforts of the Executive targeted at 
resolving some of the problems faced by Nigerians. 
Many legislations sent by the Executive arm of the 
government were treated with less seriousness or 
ignominy despite the huge benefits that such bills 
will bring to Nigerians. The impasse between these 
two arms of government reached its peak when the 
National Assembly failed to pass the Appropriation 
bill into law in 2017 and 2018 after several 

WHY PMB AND PYO 
MUST TAKE NIGERIA TO THE 

NEXT LEVEL
CHUKS OKOJI

1.9tn
To state 

government to
enable them meet 
their salary and 

pension obligation 
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accusations and counter accusations by the 
Presidency that the budget was 'Padded'. {a 
language that got into Nigerian lexicon in this 

thpresent 7  National Assembly} 

Despite these challenges, the government has put 
in some measures targeted at reducing the suffering 
of the masses for the short term, medium term and 
long term. The Federal government led by General 
Buhari has successfully grown the foreign reserves 
from about 29 billion dollars in 2015 having been 
depleted by reckless spending overseen by 
Goodluck Jonathan during the PDP era, to 47 
billion dollars in late 2018. 

The investment in power sector is yielding the 
desired results. Power supply has improved across 
the country and more roads were built and 
rehabilitated across all the geo political zones of 
the country without any zone complaining of 
neglect as being witnessed in the sixteen years rule 
of PDP led government. The Buhari led 
government through its initiative of strengthening 
micro scale business has provided loans to small 
and medium scale enterprises and farmers at single 
digit interest rate of 9%. These feats have led to the 
improvement in the supply of commodities and 
other agricultural products. 

The social investment programmes such as N 
POWER, School feeding programme, GEEP loans 
are some short term schemes targeted at addressing 
the immediate needs of the beneficiaries while 

National housing projects across the 36 states of the 
federation , agricultural projects across the states of 
the federation, investment in the power sector 
which has led to improvement in the power 
generated and distribution are  medium and long 
term projects that will aid the desired turn around 
craved by Nigerians if completed and allowed to 
blossom.

 The rice revolutionary programme is another 
commendable effort of this government. The 
injection of funds to rice farmers has led to the 
increasement in the production of the staple food 
that is eaten in every house hold in Nigeria. The plan 
to buy back from the farmers by the Federal 
government is an initiative that has lured many 
unemployed youths to take a cursory look and 
eventual farming of rice most especially in the 
northern part of the country. 

The rice revolution made the government to boldly 
ban the importation of rice in Nigeria and this 
singular step has lured many believers in locally 
made rice to patronizeNigerian rice. There abounds 
testimony of the sweetness of Nigerian rice 
compared to the imported rice that is known to 
many homes. If this feat is encouraged to continue 
in the rice farming sector, soon, Nigeria will be 
exporting her rice to neighbouring African 
countries and the world at large.

The ill health of the President at some point also 
affected his performance. He spent the best part of 
his tenure in office in London, United Kingdom 
seeing doctors due to his failing health. But despite 
his health challenges, it is clear to the blind that the 
President meant well for Nigerians as his Vice 
President Professor Yemi Osinbajo never allowed a 
lacuna to be preyed upon by the antagonists of the 
government. This is the first time Nigeria will have 
a good working relationship between the President 
and his Vice President and it is clear that the duo 
have forged a synergy in driving the economy to a 
point where all Nigerians will be proud to be called 
Nigerians. 

It is clearly evident that if this government led by 
President Buhari and Prof Yemi Osinbajo is given 
another term and they are opportuned  to 
consolidate on their achievements so far, Nigeria 
and Nigerians will be the greatest beneficiaries.
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I woke up early this morning with joy in my heart
Then, I remembered it was the special day  for my 

lovely Daddy a hard working man ,  a well respected 
man, a disciplinarian, a good caring man, a perfect 

husband, my father that want the best for his 
children and people around him. 

Happy birthday!!!

When I think about special events in life your 
birthday comes first to my memory for it brings 

joy,peace,gladness,love,and happiness because I know 
that God as added another year to your life

Happy birthday!!!

Today,the sun would come out sit and sit at it's 
rightful position because today marks the day 

someone was born 60 years ago,

I want you to know that wherever you are 
anytime,always remember that someone somewhere 

always have you in their mind .please spend today  
joyfully, and be happy always .Once again happy 

birthday to your  best maximum 

DADDY 

60
@ 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
to my one and only loving 

FATHER AND DADDY!
Lots of Love From 

ADEBOLA ADEFILA

C o m r a d e  

FSO  Adefila @ 60

ADEFILA An ADORABLE and a DEVOTED man with

 ENTHUSIASTIC, FAITHFUL, INTELLIGENT

 and a good LEADER with an AMAZING personality.

Congratulations On Your
thRetirement and your 60  birthday on earth. 

Long life and prosperity.

A - Adorable 
D - Devoted
E - Enthusiastic
F - Faithful
I - Intelligent
L - Leader
A - Amazing

Engr. & Mrs. Shola Fakunle



TEMPEST OF THE BATTLEFIELD : 

THE WAR ON TERROR 
A MODEL WORTHY OF COMMENDATION

The winning of the Tempestuous Battle of wits 
against Terror;  not an easy task but today, 
Nigeria is a much safer place — Thanks to our 

Gallant Troops and their commanders..

Have you ever thought that the state of our 
nation's security as it presently is, 
could revert to its former place, 
pre-boko Haram days.

When the series of strange 
incidents of terror made the 
headlines in the 9/11 incident in 
America in 2001, did the world know 
that the war on terror will still be 
waging in the year 2018!??

The question on the lips of most people 
around the world since modern terror struck in 2001, is 
the possibility of an apocalypse, as every continent has 
become embroiled in the midst of a global scale chaos 
that Terror has brought... And not even our dear 

country, Nigeria has been spared from the reality of 
the global chaos that Terrorism has brought.

Terrorism has turned the flora and the fauna of the 
vast bountiful capacity, ability of our Dear 

country into something that has never been 
seen before.. Boko Haram has so 

decimated our resources, killing 
thousands of people, burning 
hundreds of villages since its 

advent in 2009. The high points 
were however from the year 2011 to 

2015.

Coincidentally, since 2015 when a new 
government came to be and a new set of 

Military Chiefs came to be, the all-
dominating Boko Haram Terrorists, have 

been gradually and steadily decimated that the once 
most dreaded terrorist group in the world, is no more 
the threat and terror to Nigeria and to the world.

Terrorism has turned 

the flora and the fauna 

of the vast  bountiful capacity,

 ability of our Dear country 

into something that 

has never 

been seen before..
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From misery, to crisis, the new administration of 
President Buhari and the new Military Chiefs, needed 
to device a means of saving Nigeria, especially the 
North East, by racing to arresting quickly the spread of 
terror that had reached the Nation's capital already.
Since the new Chief of Army Staff, Lt General Tukur 
Yusufu Buratai took over in 2015, the Nigerian Army 
has recaptured vast swathes of 
territory that had come under the 
control of Boko Haram in the 
North-East of the country, for 
upward of 2 to 3 years before 
then.

Many towns and villages that 
had been hitherto controlled by 
Boko Haram,  have been 
regained as the Mil i tary 
intensified its operations in the 
North East.

However, in spite of these spate 
of victories, the Theatres of War 
appear to have shifted to the type 
tha t  mocks  v ic tory.  The  
attritional self-destructive 
v e n t u r e  o f  A m n e s t y  
International, rather than help 
the fight against terror, undermines and destructively 
reports the Nigerian Military efforts in negative terms.

Great efforts and innovation, the type never before seen 
let alone experienced have happened in Nigeria in the 
last 3 and a half years. The Nigerian Army under 
General Buratai aside winning the war against 
terrorism has also supported our local industries in line 
with the vision of the President Muhammadu Buhari's 
administration, over a hundred locally manufactured 
military vehicles have been procured from Innoson 
motors, The indigenous automobile manufacturing 
company, and deployed to the war on terror. Thousands 
of abducted Nigerians by the Boko Haram terrorist 
freed.

The giant strides of the Nigerian Army, rather than 
draw favorable reports, sadly some individuals and 
institutions would rather attack and ceaselessly too.
Terror does not disappear as would a conventional 
war.

Compared to other places where Terror also has 
occurred, the Nigerian Army, especially since 2015 
has done exceptionally well.

The present Army Chief has through his various 
innovations, made the Nigerian Army, a model for all 
to see.

Who would have thought that in the heart of the North 
East, where Boko Haram has 
pitched their tent and declared 
t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e i r  
Fundamentalist State, the Army 
could today have established the 
Nigerian Army University, in 
Biu town. Biu town, a few years 
back was in the hands of the 
Terrorists.

Despite the persistence of such 
politically motivated attacks, 
from certain individuals with 
their foreign collaborators like 
the Amnesty International, the 
war on terror has gradually 
wound down to nothing but 
occasional bursts of desperate 
attacks by the terrorists to scout 
for food and sustenance...like the 
reports of Boko Haram terrorist 

stealing some cows or in highway robberies. Never 
again the kind of attacks that fetched them the tag of 
the world's deadliest terrorists..!

Lt General Tukur Yusufu Buratai must be praised for 
been able to provide the right kind of leadership for 
the Nigerian Army at these times..

Great efforts and innovation, 
the type never before seen let alone 

experienced have happened 
in Nigeria  in the last 3 

and a half years.

The present Army Chief has 
through his various innovations, 

made the Nigerian Army, 
a model for all to see.

Tukur Burata
(Chief of Army Staff of Nigeria)
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The hitherto antagonistic organizations that vigorously 
sought to have the army indicted on human rights 
abuses have lately come to commend the army.

Amnesty International has indeed commended the 
Nigerian government over the trial of suspected Boko 
Haram terrorists, describing the ongoing trial as "good 
progress for the justice sector". 

Now, this is a positive development from the way of 
engagement of the past where negative reports by same 
Amnesty International aimed at discrediting the efforts 
of the army troops in the Northeast.

This commendation from Amnesty International, 
contained in a letter addressed to the Minister of Justice 
and Attorney-General of the Federation, Abubakar 
Malami, by Osai Ojigho, Country Director, Amnesty 
International Nigeria, is a welcome development. One 
hopes Amnesty International will sustain this good 
reason and will not allow itself to be used to undermine 
our nation's security policies by some unpatriotic agent 
provocateurs.

Mention also must be made of some other reports, 
calculated to dampen the spirit of the troops at the 
theatres of operation and to demean the successes 
recorded so far in the war against terrorism.

More worrisome it is, when such ill-informed reports 
are coming from supposedly credible newsstands, who 
are expected to partner with the military in wiping out 
terror, from our land but they are seemingly 
undermining the efforts of our military. 
It becomes somewhat disturbing to truly comprehend 
the war within, to wonder at how a reporter is working, 
either singly, or in collaboration with others, who are 
not even anywhere near the field, but writing spuriously 
to make it look like the military is the one losing the war 
on terror.

We are then forced to ask, such reporters, are they 
speaking the mind of their sponsors....And if that is 
the case, who are these sponsors, who would rather 
the country's military is mocked and then lied at..!
What exactly, is their gain or motive??

It is a well known fact that terrorism thrives on 
publicity and propaganda.... Are such people aware 
of the evil they sow on the land, through their acts of 
commission and omission, they are in certain cahoots 
with the enemies against the state!

We salute the military, especially the Nigerian Army 
in the very professional manner in which the  Army 
authorities have repeatedly conducted thorough and 
independent investigations into the alleged human 
rights violations and abuses marshaled against the 
conduct of the troops and we urge them to be steadfast 
with their determination to make the army a very 
formidable yet humane organization.

We salute also, the prompt response of the Nigerian 
Army on the disappearance of Major General Alkali,  
who was gruesomely murdered by some criminals in 
Plateau state. While one will expect due diligence by 
the Plateau State Government in prosecuting this 
heartless murderers at the same time,  it's quite 
alarming and highly preposterous that some so called  
120 legal practitioners are ready to defend this 
callous criminals,  the question begging for answers 
is whose interest are this set of lawyers protecting. 
What the Nigerian Army and it's leadership needs 
now are our prayers support and accolades and not 
mudslinging or wicked propaganda.     
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OLA as I fondly call you, your standards, principles, fatherly corrections & 
immense contributions no doubt shaped the woman I am becoming. Today I 

just want to say Thank You for choosing to be different in fatherhood,
 I want to say Thank you for making me own my decisions, Thank you for 
making a good name for us (Adefila Poly), Thank you for being a fighter. 

You are more than just a father to me; you are my icon, my mentor, my best 
friend (although we fight alot), my money bag, my first love, my inspiration. 

Thank you for giving me profusely every part of yourself. Thank you for always 
listening to my boring gists considering your busy schedule. Thank you for 

making our father-daughter relationship a rare one. 
Thank you for always being so selfless towards your family, community and 

environ as a whole.

Your impacts are priceless, Thank you for setting the pace.
Thank you Popman for showing me how to love and what to look for in a 

partner.

Thank you for always making my happiness your priority.
Igba Odun, Odun kan ni oo!!!

Happy Birthday  F.S.O

DADDY @ 60

From Desola Adefila 
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At this moment of our country's Political Journey, 
formidable ideologues cannot but say their takes 
on the future of the country, as silence or sitting 

on the fence is of no use to our beloved nation.

Nigeria, our collective patrimony is at a crossroad where 
some of us have to take a position, so one can be recorded 
to have taken a side on political development of the 
Country. Hence, the decision to release this statement to 
notify my co-patriots of my political decision and where I 
stand on the 2019 Presidential election. 

For over three decades of my life, I have dedicated same to 
the struggle for a better Nigeria, Human Rights 
Advocacy and Social justice for the down 
trodden. 
From my days as an undergraduate and 
after, I have often pitched my tent 
politically with the Labour 
movements, and their political 
tendencies, where I have been 
privileged to serve in several 
capacities, even up to contesting 
an election and served as the 
National Secretary of the Labour 
Party in Nigeria. 

As 2019 elections draw nearer, many of 
my friends and political associates, have 
continued to ask why we cannot galvanise our 
strength, towards producing a younger President 
come 2019, especially when you consider our ability to 
determine the socio economic and political future of this 
great country based on the analysis of highest percentage 
of young people that registered to vote the next coming 
general election as released by INEC. 

But the truth remains that the options available to us, in 
accordance with the objective realities of the prerequisite 
for winning a Presidential election under our prevailing 
system today, are limited. 

Some have even asked why I haven't declared my 
support for the Presidential ambition of my brother, 
Omoyele Sowore. Like I have done for Sowore, I have 
taken my time to interrogate other seemly propitious 
candidates, particularly Kingsley Moghalu, Oby 
Ezekwesili, Yunusa Tanko, Fela Durotoye and Jerry 
Gana on their preparedness in any genuine capacities, 
without the media frenzy. 

The evident truth is that none of them has even the 
capacity to have their political party agents in a quarter 
of the 36 States of the Federation. 

Omoyele Sowore is no doubt one of the best 
younger elements that our country has 

produced. I need not say so much 
about his courage, passion and love 
for Nigeria. But the bitter question 
to ask ourselves, is, does he have 
the political capital, temperament 
and otherwise, to contest and win a 
Presidential election under this 
present arrangement?

One would have wished that Sowore 
begins a test of his political capacity 

by aspiring for a Senatorial seat under 
his party in order to provide quality 

representation in the parliament rather than 
his current presidential effort. 

After a careful analysis of the two leading Presidential 
Candidates in this election, that is, President 
Muhammadu Buhari of the APC, and Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar of the PDP, I have come to realise that 
President Muhammadu Buhari even though I was part 
of his independent observers, my constructive criticism 
was to ensure he laid the required foundation needed to 
move the Country forward, and he has in the last three 
and half years, dedicated himself to rebuilding our 

20001119 
MY POLITICAL 

DECISION 
By Kayode Olukayode Ajulo

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

The evident truth 
is that none of them 

has even the capacity to 
have their political party 
agents in a quarter of the 

36 States of the 
Federation.
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country, laying a solid foundation which we needed since 
1999 when we return to democratic rule for our future and 
also tackling our myriad of National challenges. 

The caution at which our pubic officers now handle public 
funds as a result of the premium Preside t Buhari place on 
his anti-corruption policy, which is of great importance to 
our treasury as our institutions are being built rather than 
individuals as we used to have before.
As for His Excellency, Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, whom I've 
known and enjoyed some goodwill from one of his wives 
in the recent past, I however, cannot pitch my tent with 
him, for not only obvious reasons of integrity challenge 
but also integrity deficiencies of those who surround him.
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar's determination and boast to sell 
NNPC once elected as President is a reminding nightmare 
for me on the infamous way and manner our National 
assets were sold to family and friends under his watch as 

by my Yoruba proverbs which goes thus; “Omo eni koni 
se idi bebere, ka so ileke mo Idi omo elomiran”

No doubt, the road has been rough and tough and there 
have been several challenges but President Buhari 
remains focused and determined not to be distracted by 
enemies of the Country. Also, we cannot easily forget 
where we were before 2015; when impunity and 
impudence hold sway and how far we've come as a 
Nation under President Muhammadu Buhari.

In making my support for President Muhammadu 
Buhari public, it must be equivocal that not only will I 
vote for him, I will do everything legally permissible to 
galvanize and mobilize  support from like minds to add 
value to the ongoing electioneering campaigns to 
ensure that President Buhari is re-elected.It shall be my 
humble responsibility to join hands with other eminent 

the then Vice-President of Nigeria.Although he promise 
to restructure Nigeria in response to agitations of  
Southern Nigeria patriots, the sincerity of this promise is 
shown as he never canvassed such position among his 
people in the North and he has never at any time revealed 
the blue print of such equitable process. 

President Muhammadu Buhari in my estimation and 
within the context of his main challenger, has no doubt 
established a strong base upon which we can consolidate 
for the future. One can point to his massive achievements 
despite all distractions in the areas of the fight against 
corruption, infrastructural transformation and 
development as he didn't abandon ongoing projects 
needed to be completed for National development with 
promotion of democratic fundamentals and ideals which 
led his administration to recognize and honour Chief Gani 
Fawehinmi and the acclaimed winner of the June 12, 1993 
Presidential election, Chief MKO Abiola, among others. 

And in consideration of his Vice-Presidential candidate, 
the erudite Professor Yemi Osinbajo, SAN, I am guided 

and patriotic Nigeria to reach out, rigorously canvass 
and make our people see why the ongoing national 
journey of rebirth of our great Country, Nigeria must 
continue.

We can't make an omelette without breaking eggs, our 
sacrifice, therefore is imperative in voting President 
Buhari for the second term, to ensure a solid foundation 
for successive government to build on.
In conclusion, I am of the view that we shall succeed 
against all odds. For the young Nigerians, it is time for 
us to expand opportunities for a future that gives us 
hope. 

I have, on the foregoing basis, decided, to move 
FORWARD WITH BUHARI. 
Join me; let us move FORWARD WITH BUHARI.
Dated 19th day of January, 2019
Signed
Kayode Ajulo,
Mayegun Aare Ona Kakanfo of Yoruba.
Chairman, Egalitarian Mission for Africa.
Former National Secretary, Labour Party.
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n engineer is an individual who has Agraduated with scientific knowledge to 
a pragmatic/technological status; 

deploying forensic and mathematical skills 
acquired in the course of his training to invent, 
repair, maintain, troubleshoot and solve 
problems of man. 

By the foregoing definition, he is more 
mathematical than a mathematician, more 
scientific than a scientist, more logical than a 
lawyer, and more creative than an artist. Having 
successfully covered virtually all topics in 
mathematics, science, and also covered the 
fundamentals of law, humanities, management 
and religion.

It is however regrettable that the engineer is 

highly neglected by the government of 
Nigeria, such that the joy and morale of an 
engineer has almost dropped to the 
baseline, reducing the graduate engineer 
to a mere classroom teacher, artisans 
traders and many more unbecoming jobs 
to earn a living after graduation. This is 
unlike his peers in Medicine and Law who 
are given their staff of office by their 
automatic adoption into their professional 
cadre immediately after graduation with a 
lot of fanfare and cheers.

In the second year of engineering studies, 
the undergraduate engineer is taught that, 
engineering regulations in Nigeria does 
not permit him to bear the title ''Engr” after 
graduation until at least 5years, then he 

By: Graduate Engineer, Abbah Rufus.

THE LIFE OF A 
NIGERIAN ENGINEER

It is however regrettable that the engineer is 
highly neglected by the government of Nigeria, 
such that the joy and morale of an engineer has 

almost dropped to the baseline,
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can sit for an exam - if recommended by 
Nigerian Society of Engineers(NSE). If he 
passes the exam, then he qualifies to practice 
engineering with all privileges. Making it a total 
of 10years to become an engineer in Nigeria- 
yet there are no airplanes, ships, cars, machines 
built by a Nigerian engineer till today. When I 
asked, I was told that the idea is to reduce 
quackery and avoid the building of substandard 
structures – Yet there are substandard structures 
everywhere, and there are quacks everywhere 
too. But when I checked Medicine which deals 
directly with human life, this stringent 
condition does not apply. 

Even undergraduate medical Doctors attend to 
patients in the clinic- that is why they have 
university teaching hospital. In law, which deals 
with justice, this undue strictness does not also 
apply, everyone knows that there are 
incompetent lawyers and judges everywhere in 
Nigeria- that is why there is Appeal to cases and 
judgements.

I, Graduate Engineer Abbah Rufus, on behalf of 
all concerned undergraduate and graduate 
engineers in Nigeria, make the following 
suggestions, submission, appeal, or demands as 
the case may be, to the Nigerian Government:

1. COREN should be reformed immediately to 
allow immediate adoption of graduate 
engineers into the engineering profession with 
all privileges, either automatically or with lesser 
conditions.

2. The national Assembly should 
initiate a bill to make a law that will 
establish Engineering Institute, that 
will be regulated by COREN. This 
institute will have the responsibility 
to prepare the graduate engineer for 
professionalism.

3. There should be Engineer General 
of the Federation. Who is to among 
other functions, be the Chief Adviser 
to the government on Engineering, 
Technology and Industry issues.  Just 
like there is Attorney General of the 
Federation, Auditor General of the 
Federation, Accountant General of 
the Federation, and surveyor General 
of the Federation.

4. Government should ensure that 
credit from Bank of Industries is 
given to engineers with minimal or 
zero interest rate, to encourage 
engineering advancement, and 
National Industrialization.

5. There should be an order of 
mandamus, from the office of the 
Engineer General of the Federation to 
companies operating in Nigeria to as a 
matter of obligation, to engage 
undergraduate engineers during their 
period of internship to improve their 
engineering experience with stipend 
to offset the cost of his logistics.

Making it a total of 
10years to become an 
engineer in Nigeria- 

yet there are no airplanes, 
ships, cars, machines built

 by a Nigerian engineer 
till today
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A CASE FOR 

EMANCIPATION OF 
 FEMALE GENDER 

IN THE SOCIETY 

I have heard it said that a good woman is the bedrock of 

the society so many times that it has become a song in 

my head. However, the realities have eluded me like 

most right thinking women.

Many right thinking people will also ask me why, I guess and 

I will try to answer in this very short discuss without any 

form of prejudice. So I will also implore the society to listen 

to my worries without any form of prejudice, as the 

importance of the issues will be lost on you if you allow your 

prejudice to take precedence.

It is pertinent to ask ourselves what does a woman desire in 

life, or what should be the minimum 

standard for good life for the 

woman. The United Nations 

taking into consideration the 

ratio of women down the rungs 

of our social ladder some years 

a g o  i n s t i t u t e d  s e v e r a l  

programmes and projects to 

help the girl child, all in the bid 

to give the woman a pride of 

place in the society.

Nigeria is currently ranked 157, 

behind Kenya-142, Ghana-140 and Equatorial Guinea 141, 

on the global Inequality Index, just as the country is 

described as one of the four worst places to give birth on 

earth. According to World Bank estimates, Nigeria's 

Maternal Mortality Rate stands at 821 per 100, 000 Births 

and worst still, out of the 303, 000 woman that died at Child 

Birth globally, Nigeria accounted for 58, 000 in 2014.

There are other social issues that hinder the Nigerian 

woman, including Child marriage, rape, sexual intimidation, 

STDs, HIV and other related anathemas. Despite the years of 

pretended modernization, some unhealthy practices 

including female Genital mutilation, social delineations 

along marital lines are still in force. You can imagine that 

some ethnic groups still expect the widow to drink a 

concoction made from the water used in bathing her 

husband's corpse, in spite of her lack of access to his 

properties. 

A quick rundown of the names of Corporate ladder 

Management personnel is a stinker in our social 

ladder and there is no clear signal that these are about 

to end as a survey of our households will show that 

majority of the school aged children out of school are 

girls; most of who are engaged as maids, street 

hawkers and even prostitute in worst case scenarios. A 

visit to holding camps for trafficked persons will 

confirm your worst fears.

There is a very urgent need to avert the disaster 

looming if we take a closer look at the current state of 

our values. The new generation is more fastidious at 

crimes than ever, principally 

because the home-front is 

deeply compromised.  

What other kind of child or 

children do we expect 

from a double-dealing or 

thieving mother? The 

values are invariably and 

automatically passed on to 

the children.

Lee Kuan Yew, the man 

who led Indonesia from a third 

World country to the comity of developed Nations 

writes frankly about his trenchant approach to 

political opponents and his often unorthodox views 

on human rights, democracy and inherited 

intelligence, aiming always “to be correct, not 

politically correct”. 

Nothing about Singapore escaped his watchful eye: 

whether choosing shrubs for roadsides, restoring the 

romance of historic Raffles Hotel of persuading 

young men to marry women as well-educated as 

themselves. Today's safe, tidy Singapore certainly 

bears his stamp………………….. .” The issue here 

may be lost on the less keen reader as it was written by 

a keen eye, who figured out that the theory of Natural 

selection will be incomplete without a little human 

effort; ensuring that the women are intellectually 

empowered.
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Nigeria is currently ranked 157, 

behind Kenya-142, Ghana-140 

and Equatorial Guinea 141, 

on the global Inequality Index, 

just as the country  is described 

as one of the four worst places  to 

give birth on earth.

Rahmat Adedo
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From the little points I have raised here, it is essential to look 

at the ways of ensuring a better Nigerian society through the 

emancipation of the female gender.

It is globally noted that Nigeria has a major problem with the 

girl child and in spite of various efforts aimed at mitigating 

this; the socio-cultural environment is not favourable. Our 

governments at various levels should legislate against the 

menace of confining the girl child to the streets and the 

homes of the privileged as hawkers and house maids. In fact, 

I will suggest jail term for parents who deprive their children 

of basic Education, which in today's world should at least 

end at the Technical School level with vocational skills 

development capacity.

Child marriage has to be frontally confronted as a crime 

against humanity as the inherent dangers are obvious. As a 

Muslim woman, I am sure that the purpose of child marriage 

was not and cannot be for procreation as the Glorious Quran 

is well versed in scientific issues and will not at any point 

encourage desecrating the body of a child. The 

preponderance of Vaginal Vesicle Fistula in parts of the 

country where the practice is preponderant is well recorded 

and calls for concern. It is interesting to note that there are 

legislation that prohibit female Officers of the Military to 

marry without permission from their Commanding Officers 

and or the Military High Command.  This is just one of the 

various legal restrictions to the freedom of the female folks 

that I consider unnecessary and there are many others. Our 

Society needs strong women with healthy sexual 

reproductive standards and rights that guarantee they are 

treated as stakeholders in the Nigerian project. The 

Governments at the three tiers must begin to institute special 

welfare packages for women in the area of Sexual and 

Reproductive Health care, so that we can immediately 

reduce our Maternal and Infant mortality ratio as they are 

intertwined.

There is also a need for our society to strengthen our laws to 

protect our women from sexual marauders, who come in 

various shapes including pedophiles who have no respect for 

age and mould. The Nigeria system must teach our young 

men to understand the meaning of consent in a sexual 

relationship through the enactment of strict laws for rape and 

enlightenment as a preventive measure.

As the number of spousal violence continues to grow, it is 

imperative to act and act fast before the whole 

arrangement called marriage breaks down in the fear of 

death gradually becoming the ensemble in recent years. I 

make bold to say that for every ten cases in the media, 

there are over a hundred thousand that didn't make it 

beyond the confines of the sitting rooms of the family. 

Every state Government and even the Federal 

Government should take a cue from the Lagos State 

Government Agency saddled with the responsibility of 

protecting the marriage and our homes from Domestic 

violence.

There is no doubt that the trauma of growing up in a 

violent home has a role to play in the make-up of the adult 

of the future; therefore we must take care of the future 

today, by reducing to the barest minimum tolerance for 

domestic violence.

The average woman in Nigeria is aware of her limitations 

as a woman, but she would appreciate a little paradigm 

shift including being treated as a stakeholder in her own 

affairs, especially her home. There is a need for our men to 

understand that the woman too has an idea of what her 

family should look like and would like to contribute in the 

discussion on how to run the family; she wants to be heard. 

Although there has been several criticisms against the 

Beijing Conference, let's pick on the positives, especially 

the 30 % affirmative action on women involvement and 

inclusion. Nigerian women have proved their mettle in 

almost all spheres of human endeavour and I think a little 

more opportunities will only make us stronger as a people. 

One critical factor in the failure and breakdowns 

experienced in the family life today in our dear country is 

the inability of the woman to contribute financially to the 

wellbeing of her family. It is inimical to the family if the 

woman is unable to contribute meaningfully to the 

family's wellbeing. 

This is the more reasons why inheritance turns savage and 

some families ostracize their once darling wife in order to 

corner her dead husband's properties. There is also a lot of 

commonsense in a financially independent woman in the 

protection of her chastity. A woman who is financially 

stable has no reason to throw away her pride for a plate of 

pottage; there are exceptions I agree, but certainly fewer 

than the average.

On the whole, I have a dream of a society that takes 

cognizance of the fact that its future is determined by the 

model of its women. 

It is globally noted that Nigeria has a 
major problem with the girl child and 

in spite of various efforts aimed 
at mitigating this; the socio-cultural 

environment is not favourable
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HIJAB 
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
WESTERN EDUCATION AT LOGGER HEAD WITH RELIGION

BY MORENIKEJI OKOJI

Welcome to Nigeria, the home of religious 

hypocrity, bigotries and sentiments. 

Welcome to Nigeria where diversity in 

the religious beliefs and doctrines matter less when it 

comes to the system of extortion and corruption by 

High Schools Principals, Proprietors and management. 

The use of Hijab by Muslim 

female students as an 

attachment to school 

uniforms in Nigeria High 

Schools is no more a 

convolution. It has been a 

cold war so far between the 

parents and the school management and it  is gradually 

turning to a common phenomenon in most of the 

Secondary Schools in South West zone.

The so called management of Nigeria High Schools 

easily come together as one and reaches a profitable 

consensus when it comes to an issue of permanent 

interest. They are sometimes blind and deaf to what the 

Holy Book says and preaches against vice like 

stealing, corruption, bribery, extortion, indecent 

dressing and sexual harassment. They practice all of 

these; all in the name of civilization, westernization, 

greed and comfort but they see Hijab (chador) as 

taboo and violation against the rules and regulations 

of their schools and colleges' 

dress code.

More so, the use of Hijab by 

Muslim female students in 

N i g e r i a  s c h o o l s  a n d  

colleges has been a cold war between parents and the 

so called Proprietors, Principals and Management of 

various schools. An attempt by any  Muslim female 

student to cover her hair with Hijab in a school that is 

privately owned and managed or managed by either 

Federal, State or Local government would result to 

serious sanction and punishment because Hijab has 

been viewed as an additional dress code that goes 

against the schools rules and regulations. But, these 

sets of people find solace in any illicit operation 

 They are sometimes blind and 
deaf to what the Holy Book says and

 preaches against stealing, corruption, 
bribery, extortion, indecent dressing 

and sexual harassment. 



against God's rules and regulations. They comfortably 

use human standard to do things in their favour as 

against the favour of the general good; an action that 

lend credence to in fact that man can do anything that 

will promote his or her interest no matter whose horse is 

gored. What an irony of life!

The University of Ibadan International School was shut 

down for some months as a result of the brawl that 

occurred between the parents and the school 

management over the wearing of Hijab. During this 

period, the students with no choice got married to 

idleness at home while the warring parents and the 

school management were busy in the court with their 

counsels arguing the merits and demerits of their cases.

Similarly, my eyes caught a screaming headline on one 

of the online media and what mesmerized my attention 

was how lawyers were exchanging vituperations in the 

court because of Hijab. It was revealed from the report 

that the parents sued the school management to court 

for infringing on their daughter's freedom of religion. It 

is so disheartening to note that there have been 

numerous occasions of Hijab crisis in schools 

and colleges across the country which had led to 

protests, Court warrants and shut down of 

schools simply because the management of these 

schools does not want their female students to 

put on their Hijab (chador ) as witnessed in the 

University of Ibadan International Schools a 

renowned school that has produced great men 

and women from the two divides of the major 

religion in Nigeria. 

Emphatically, Hijab has been a signal of 

modesty and apart from being part of Islamic 

religion, Hijab sieve students from harassments 

and sexual assaults. Anyone that wears hijab 

tends to be highly revered and honoured because 

it reveals the beauty in humanity and sanctity. 

But it is somehow pitiable that this emblem of 

modesty is facing criticisms severely in some 

schools all in the name of Western Education and 

civilization. 

These schools management have forgotten that 

many cases of sexual harassment in our high 

schools and tertiary institutions do occur 

because of immoral dressings and of course, it is 

really rare to see any female student to be 

harassed beneath Hijab; instead, they are being 

regarded as 'Salam Alaeukums and 'Alhajas'. 

Now that wearing of Hijab by female secondary 

school student faces serious condemnation, it is 

not wrong to say that one of the evil effect of 

these condemnations and attacks on the use of 

Hijab have contributed immensely to the higher 

level of moral depravity and decadency in our 

females' dress sense.

Emphatically, Hijab has 
been a signal  of modesty and 

apart from being part 
of Islamic religion, Hijab sieve 
students  from harassments and 

sexual assaults.
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The use of Hijab is a fundamental human right as 

contained in the constitution, each female secondary 

school students has inalienable rights to practice any 

religion of their choice guaranteed by the freedom of 

association.  Why the shutdown of the University of 

Ibadan International School because of the female 

students wearing Hijab? Why denying Amosa Fridaus 

her eligible right to be called to bar because of her 

refusal to detach her Hijab? Why the grudges on the use 

of Hijab in Lagos and Osun States High Schools?  Why 

do Principals, Proprietors enforce the students to obey 

the school rules and regulations and make them to 

disobey their Creator's rules and  go against the 

doctrine of their religion?  What an infringement!

As a matter of fact, it is never a big deal for a Muslim 

female student to put on her Hijab in schools like: 

Ansarudeen, Nawair- Ud Deen simply because it is 

never a sin to propagate and promote one's religion in 

Islamic religious schools .At the same time, one must 

not term it as an infringement to debar Muslim female 

students from wearing Hijab in a Baptist, St, James, 

Catholic, St, Mark colleges. Why?  Because these 

schools are being managed by the government but 

basically erected on religious foundation since early 

60s. When we understand and work towards this, then, 

we have understood and respect the differences in our 

religion which will promote unity, orderliness and 

progress in Nigeria.

Furthermore, if the Management, Principals, 

Proprietors, leaders of these schools can disobey God 

when it comes to extortion, corruption, bribery, 

sexual harassment, then the students should be at 

liberty to obey their Creator by putting on Hijab. 

Wearing Hijab should not cause controversies and 

crisis. Allowing students to preserve their religion 

and enjoy their eligible rights as Nigerians should not 

be what will be disputed in the court of the land but 

unfortunately there have been many instances of 

such which has shown our level of thinking and 

degeneration as a nation as what ought to be taken 

important is sacrificed on the altar of mediocrity. 

Hijab does not disfigure school uniforms, it 

beautifies it and so far wearing Hijab by female 

secondary schools student does not infringe on any 

body's right nor does it prevent assimilation by the 

female student concerned, then the freedom of 

religion and association should be upheld by all the 

parties concerned.

Why do Principals, Proprietors 

enforce the students to obey the 

school rules and regulations and 

make them to disobey their 

Creator's rules and  go against 

the doctrine of their religion?
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DADDY 

60
@ 

Happy birthday to my pops, I love 
you so much. Wishing you many 

more years to come.. Am so 
grateful to have you as a father, you 

are ONE IN A MILLION...

Being your daughter was the 
greatest gift ever. You are A 

SPECIAL FATHER..

May children all over have a father 
like you. You are above all. Your ways 

are SUPERB

Words are not enough to describe 
how wonderful you are..

You are a PERFECT HUSBAND, 
WONDERFUL FATHER, 

RESPONSIBLE SON, CARING 
BROTHER

And a day like this require a special 
someone like you.... 

Happy Birthday 
Wishing you LONG LIFE and PROSPERITY

From your  lovely daughter 

Adebukola Enilara Adefila.

@ 
On behalf of myself and the EA Oyinbo's 

family, we want to wish you a very happy 

60th birthday celebration and a wonderful 

retirement from your highly successful 

career. Your  success story and your rise to 

the peak of your career is Worthy of 

emulation. We are grateful unto God for 

making you one of our own  as you have been 

a  blessing unto us and impacted us in many 

ways..Our prayer is that God Almighty will 

continually bless you and your family with all 

the good things of life. We love you so much 

sir, and with joy in our hearts, we say Happy 

birthday Otunba! Have the best of your life in 

retirement. 

60YOUNG 

SAM FOR THE 

OYINBO'S FAMILY
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days 

of 

By Alofe Ayomoses

 in Office 
Governor Kayode Fayemi 

The 16th of October, 2018 will forever be a day to be 

remembered in the annals of Democracy in Ekiti State. That 

was the day civil servants, artisans, students and members of 

the public heaved a new sigh of relief. A day a demagogue 

was replaced.

In his inaugural speech, the governor of Ekiti State, 

Kayode Fayemi tagged the new administration 

the restoration of core values. Indeed, after 

the inauguration, the government swung 

into action. It signed an executive 

order to abolish the illegal fees paid 

by pupils in schools. This fees was 

imposed on pupils in both private and 

public schools. It brought serious 

litigation between the state and the 

Catholic diocese of Ekiti under the nose 

of the last administration, so the Fayemi 

government announced through an 

executive order that the levies be abolished.

Showing to the people of the state that his government has 

come to provide succor for the bad leadership style of the last 

administration, Governor Fayemi directed that salaries of 

workers in the state be paid as at when due. This feat is not 

yet worth being celebrated but considering the crass 

ineptitude of the last administration, it was a thing of joy for 

workers to celebrate as Ekiti economy has thereafter 

received a major boost.

Again in the Education sector, within the first 100 days of 

governor Kayode Fayemi, 13,000 WAEC  and 3000 jambs 

forms have been obtained for students in public schools and 

Ekiti youth respectively. The last time this was done was 

during his first term administration. The immediate 

past Government did not pay for WAEC and Jamb 

forms. This shows the premium it placed on 

Education in the state.

The government in its 100 days in office have given 

much support for due process with the Reinstatement 

of Permanent secretaries illegally sacked by 

previous government. This has further given 

workers freedom and more security in 

their Jobs. This is a wonderful 

gesture the workers in the state 

appreciates. 

Recently Pensioners in Ekiti State 

lauded the Fayemi administration for 

prompt payment of pensions. The 

pensioners in the state now receive 

pensions same time with civil servants. 

This new feat was achieved with the skills 

deployed by the commissioner of Finance in 

the state.

In Transport and Security, the administration has 

been able to Reposition the Ekiti State Traffic 

Management Agency with effective deployment of 

personnel to roads within Ekiti to ease free movement 

of vehicles. Peace Corps which was abolished by the 

last administration was also reinstated. 

Alofe Ayodele Moses a digital media strategist writes 

from Ado-Ekiti, Ekiti State 

He can be reached on 08160768195

Email: alofem514@gmail.com
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The government in its 

100 days in office have 

given much support for 

due process with the 

Reinstatement of Permanent 

secretaries illegally sacked 

by previous government. 
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The Director general National Broadcasting Commission 

(NBC), Mallam Ishaq Modibbo Kawu has reacted to the 

ongoing media frenzy that reported that he has been charged 

to court along with at least three other persons by the Federal 

Government for an alleged N2.5b contract fraud involving a company 

named Pinnacle 

The DG NBC Mallam Is'haq Moddibo Kawu has exclusively 

responded that the purported “ICPC report is untrue” as he 

argued that he as nothing to hide.

While responding to questions, Mallam 

Kawu confidently affirmed that the 

whole deal is open and he has nothing 

to hide. He said, ” They stated that I 

recommended “an unqualified 

company” to the Minister for 

payment of DSO funds. 

But the truth is that the company in 

question, Pinnacle Communications 

isn't an “unqualified” company. 

They won an open competitive bid in 2014 to 

be appointed the Second National Signal 

Distributor for the DSO.

In fact, For that license they paid NBC N680million. That's the single 

biggest contribution to the DSO so far! There were discrepancies in 

their license and they went to court against the NBC, for two years, 

until I was appointed DG in 2016. I got them out of court and they 

accepted to return to the DSO process. We appointed them as the 

Signal distributor for the Abuja, Kaduna, Gombe and Asaba 

switchover. They delivered the Abuja Switch over in December 2016 

and Kaduna in 2017. They are concluding work on Gombe and Delta 

as we speak.

For their work, they were paid N2.5b in May 2017. Meanwhile, ITS 

the first signal distributor, had been paid N1.7b in 2015. At the time, 

the Naira exchanged at N160 to the Dollar. When Pinnacle was paid 

N2.5b in 2017, the exchange rate was N380 to the Dollar.

These payments had been done on the basis of the FG 

White Paper on the DSO. That's the instrument of the 

process. As well as the FG directive that all payments for 

DSO be approved by the Hon Minister of Information and 

that's exactly what we did with the process and payments.

Asked for his opinion on the veracity of the reports by 

ICPC, he said ” ICPC said they received a petition from a 

faceless person as the basis of their action. And that was 

the basis of their original press release that had 

several factual errors and is also the basis of 

their alleged court action as published by the 

online.

The veteran broadcaster and award-

winning journalist maintained his 

inculpability in the alleged fraud 

saying his principles and integrity 

has never been in doubt as a patriotic 

Nigerian.

Kawu affirmed that ” I have maintained 

certain basic standards all my life. And 

those standards and values are my guiding 

principles in public and private life. They didn't 

change in just two and a half years of work as DG 

NBC. I've had 42years of professional media, ideological, 

family, historical and political life. The standards are 

consistent for me. I have also held other political and 

professional responsibilities over the past 42 years. I am 

dedicated to the good of our country and never forget the 

values of my background and forefathers. These are the 

platforms upon which I base my life in public service and 

they are also the values that guide the work I do as the DG 

of the National Broadcasting Commission. NBC boss, 

Kawu Modibo reaffirmed.

MY PRINCIPLES 
AND INTEGRITY 
HAS NEVER BEEN IN DOUBT 
AS A PATRIOTIC NIGERIAN 

Ishaq Modibbo Kawu
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H A P P Y B I R T H D A Y 
COMRADE ADEFILA 

We join all your well wishers across the globe 
to celebrate your meritorious retirement 

from the Civil Service and your 60th Birthday.
We wish you higher and greater accomplishment in life.  

TUNDE OMONIYI YAHYA
DR. SA’AD OLADIMEJI ALUKO

S.O ISHOLA
S.O ADEYEYE
WALE ABATAN
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In Akwa-Ibom State, I grew up to know the long 
standing tradition which says that it is a taboo to 
hurt a grandchild. I seriously believe in that 

vision of our forefathers.

Today, I am beginning to question if that tradition 
still exist since the new trend is to surreptitiously 
pull down all noble sons 
and daughters who fought 
to earn a place of pride for 
themselves and the state. I  
have deliberately kept 
quiet, observing if the 
practice of rejection is the 
new order. I refuse to 
accept that. We cannot 
grow in an atmosphere of 
h a t r e d  a g a i n s t  o n e  
another.  We cannot  
transform vision to reality 
on such pillars.The level 
of hatred, subjugation and 
reprehension of bona-fide 
i nd igenes  cu r r en t ly  
playing out is alarming 
and needs urgent redress.

Comrade Danielson Bamidele Akpan(NANS 
President) is an indigenous son of Akwa-Ibom 
whose success as the President of the largest 
student movement in Africa should have been seen 
as a blessing rather than a threat as being postulated 
by professional blackmailers in Akwa-Ibom State. 

Is there anything wrong that shared maternal 
affinity with another state? Does that erode his 

paternity as an Akwa-Ibomite? In other 
places, his ascention to the highest ladder of 
Students Unionism would have earned him a 
great embrace by all. However, there's a 
dangerous twist. Politicisation of identity and 
people's status on the alter of politics is a 
weapon of sustaining their belly. I see this as 

an anomaly. This is 
w h a t  t h e  p o w e r  
mongers have resorted 
to against their own 
noble children.

From my personal 
experience, I have 
sadly witnessed how 
Akwa-Ibomites have 
m o u n t e d  a  w a l l  
against their great sons 
and daughters. I am a 
victim.

B e i n g  a n  A k w a -
Ibomite by maternal 
affinity myself, I have 
witnessed and still 
f a c e  t h i s  o d i o u s  

politics of rejection. I have been told I'm not 
an Akwa-Ibomite. I have been threatened and 
assaulted despite being my maternal place of 
birth. I ran for election on the UniUyo ticket 
for an executive office in NANS, Akwa-
Ibomites rose against me. 

They rose against their son Danielson. The 
battles were as fierce as was repugnant 

A k w a - I b o m : 

THE CONSEQUENCE OF 
REJECTING/HURTING 
THE GRAND-CHILD

Comrade Danielson Bamidele Akpan
(NANS President)
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reaction our victory elicited in their wicked minds.
Without any support to Danielson Akpan and 
myself before our election, they still could not 
accept the reality that we were first called by God 
to fulfil our destinies and ultimately bring home 
this glory to all Akwa-Ibomites. Lies, propaganda 
and mischief have been variously employed to 
deny us every access to our people and 
government. The liars have continued to 
manufacture series of lies to dwarf the obvious. 

They continue to label bona-fide indigenes as 
bastards and interlopers, they have forgotten the 
burden of responsibility placed on them by 
debasing the NANS platform that brought them to 
limelight. Too bad. Their lies have been 
unconsciously bought by uninformed minds. Is 
this a tradition that signifies our pride as 
resourceful citizens?

Today, I feel so pained particularly for my 
President who is being denied by his own people. I 
kept on wondering if this pillar of rejection erected 
by the wicked ones against their own is the true 
creed of citizenship.

Would they celebrate us if we were criminals? 
Would they accept us if we were indolent?
Would they have us in their minds if we were a 
disgrace to the state?

Sadly, the elders in the state are looking on, the 
politicians are enjoying the division while this seed 
of hatred is being planted. Many are even 
supporting the continuing character assassination 

against our persons and employing more 
hands to join the evil plantation. It will only 
last awhile.

As a loyal team member and the highest office 
holder in the student movement in Akwa-
Ibom State, I, Ekemini Inyang, National Ex-
Officio I of NANS, stand by my President and 
refuse to follow the wicked plot to label him 
names in his home state. I see beyond politics 
and wish to say that no matter how long it last, 
we will always share same history.

Those supporting this evil have their own 
children whose birth place is Akwa-Ibom. 
Those who don't have kids yet should know 
that one day, their children will surely profit 
from this evil seed of rejection they have 
planted against their own brothers and sisters.

I salute the courage and resilience of my 
President (Danielson Akpan)and feel his 
pains and urge him to end discriminations and 
injustices against all Akwa-Ibomites either by 
paternal or maternal relation. It is the right 
thing to do. 

Injury to one is an injury to All! 

God bless Akwa-Ibom State.

Ekemini Inyang
National Ex-Officio I, NANS.
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60 
H E A R T Y

CHEERS  
TO 

AN EXEMPLAR IN 
POSITIVE VIRTUES

F S O A D E F I L A 

You are a torch illuminating young 
and old to the path of success and 

fulfillment.

On this occasion of your 60th 
Birthday and retirement from the 
Civil Service, I wish you excellence 

in all your endeavours.

Happy birthday to a wonderful 
brother and friend 

Signed: 

S.O Ishola 
Accountant General - Kwara State 



H A P P Y B I R T H D A Y S I R 

 To a wonderful pacesetter, 
mentor and cheerful giver

I wish you topmost greatness 
in your line of business 

and other spheres of life

Long life and prosperity Sir

Engr. Jack-Rich Tein Jr
President/CEO Belema Oil

Courtesy: 

Amb. Sukubo Sara-igbe Sukubo 
President, National Youth Council of Nigeria  
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