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 76 HEARTY 
C H E E R S 

TO PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI  

 Jack-Rich Tein Jr.
President/CEO Belema Foundation

Mr. President Sir,

Words aren’t enough to capture and show 

attribute to you on this special day. 

Your Excellency Sir, you are a testimonial 

of hope, a concern Father with 

compassion, a resolute leader with zeal 

for development and a change agent. 

Your stride is to see Nigeria with great 

actualisation of the Nigerian Dream.

Sir, today and always I pray for long life 

in sound health, God’s Mercy & Grace 

shall be upon you.

CONGRATULATIONS AND 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

MUHAMMADU BUHARI GCFR
President, Federal Republic of Nigeria
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PUBLISHER'S 

FLIP 
AbdulRahman Agboola

If people can coordinate themselves in civilised manner 
without tramping on the rights of others or commit 
crimes against humanity , the focus of government would 
have ordinarily been limited to provisions of social 
amenities, supervision of economic activities and 
implementation of policies towards prosperity for all. 
The people want to enjoy freedom of all kinds, yet, 
majority are not ready to live within their means, this has 
been largely responsible for the proliferation of crimes.

With the preponderance of crimes all over the society, 
full concentration on security will not only hamper the 
deserving attention expected of other essential services, 
the expenditures on fight against crimes becomes 
overbearing. If quantum amount expended on the fight 
against militancy and insurgency in the last 12 years are 
quantified, such humongous amount could have catered 
for viable infrastructural developments across the 
Country.

The era of white elephant projects have vanished into the 
thin air, with the eagle eyes of anti corruption agencies 
watching public office holders and contractors, 
especially with efforts of civil society organisations that 
blow the whistle against corrupt practices. Had the 
budgeted allocations for road constructions were not 
mismanaged under 8years of Obasanjo/Atiku 
Presidency and other successive administrations, the 
poor state of most roads wouldn't have been in terrible 
states.

Without good road network from rural to urban, 
transportation of farm produce, raw materials and 
industrial products will attract extra cost, leading to 
inflated prices of product and services. Long years back, 
we enjoyed oil boom, but the earnings were not 
judiciously utilized to the benefits of the masses, rather, 
the resources were looted by few individuals.The 
downtrodden are suffering series of deprivations today 
instead of the blame to wholly goes to past 
administrations who have over time permitted the 
looting of our common wealth, depletion of foreign 
reserve and accommodated fraudulent practices in 
government business, deliberately for political reasons, 
they throw tantrums at the present administration for the 
current calamities which are products of age long 
recklessness.

Who were the financials of activities of militia groups 
and for what purpose? Who are the financials of 
insurgency and for what intent? Who are those behind 
stockpiling of arms and ammunition and for what 
purpose? These are salient questions that should bother 
the minds of conscientious Nigerians. The 
administration of President Muhammadu Buhari should 
equally raise the bar of anti corruption crusade towards 
retrieving the stolen wealth from both the looters and 
beneficiaries.

Come to think of it, the smooth sailing of contraband of 
different kinds has reduced to negligible percentage 
under the watch of the current Customs Boss - Col 
Hammed Ali Rtd, but our borders are not really safe with 
influxes of undocumented migrations and emigrations. 
The operations of Immigration Services in terms 
preventing illegal migrants, are somewhat limited to 
International Airports, our land borders are still very 
porous.

President Muhammadu Buhari for the second time in less 
than a month summoned meetings with Presidents 
around Chad Basin Region, though details of their 
meetings were not exclusively reported in the media. It is 
unpalatable that Chadians, Nigerians and Cameroonians 
have unchecked access through our borders. The last 
deadly attack against the Military Camp that led to the 
death of over 100 Soldiers were reportedly coordinated 
through the Chadian territories, our borders security 
should be properly enhanced against further invasion.

This edition of The Exponent Magazine addresses the 
revitalisation of the economy of the North East Nigeria, 
considering the dwindling economic activities in the face 
of insurgency over the years, while matters bothering on 
humanity, social welfare, politics, environment and other 
salient issues relating to repositioning the society are 
well captured in this edition.

President Muhammadu Buhari's 76th year birthday 
coincides with this edition, while Nigerians are 
felicitating with the President, I wish President 
Muhammadu Buhari victory at the 2019 Presidential 
Election as a birthday message.

Enjoy the read 
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“In analysing the economic situation of the North East, 
there are two important things to consider. First, North 
East is a region with high poverty level since its 
creation, and secondly the region witnessed security 
challenge, never witnessed by any other region in the 
country. What a double calamity!”

Insecurity has perhaps become the most topical issue in 

the country today, with government, the citizens, and 

investors worried. Over the last eight years (since 

2009), the whole of Northern Nigeria, especially the 

North Eastern States has witnessed series of security 

challenges, acclaimed to be “Boko Haram” 

insurgencies. The unfortunate insurgency has left in its 

wake a heavy toll of death and 

destructions. Hundreds of human 

lives have been lost while 

hundreds of millions of Naira 

worth of properties have been 

destroyed, not to mention the 

unquantifiable loss occasioned by 

the crippling of businesses and 

other economic activities.

Nigeria has had a long and 

unfortunate history of communal 

conflicts and ethno religious 

violence. When viewed from outside, it can appear that 

these conflicts boils down to religious differences, 

tensions between blocs of Muslim and Christian 

inhabitants. When one looks deeper, however, one 

finds that politics more precisely, control of 

government patronage, and leadership failure are the 

primary causes of many of these conflicts.

Since independence, Government has failed in 

discharging its primary responsibility of provision of 

security and social welfare to its citizenry, as contained 

in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, majorly due to corruption and leadership 

failure. The resultant effect of corrupt practices breeds 

poor economy and insecurity. 

Government have adopted different measures in 

addressing the menace of insecurity, however some of 

the measures adopted by the Government, especially 

before the coming of the present administration in 

2015, further compounded to the problems of the 

insecurity, majorly due to the high level of corruption 

witnessed in the country. 

During the period between 2009 

and 2015, the economy of the 

North Eastern Nigeria witnessed 

a great  catastrophe with 

thousands of people displaced, 

especially in Adamawa, Borno 

and Yobe States, thus denying 

the majority of people living in 

these States from engaging in 

their  daily activit ies for 

livelihood, which introduced the 

economic doom of the region.

 

The issue of insecurity permeates all aspects of human 

endeavours and serves as fundamental panacea to any 

society's growth and development. More so, it is tied to 

every society's social, political, economic and cultural 

growth. The coming of the present administration 

under the stewardship of President Muhammadu 

Buhari marked a great turning point, not only in 

REVITALIZING 
THE ECONOMY OF 

NORTH EAST NIGERIA

MUHAMMED A. ABUBAKAR 
Executive Governor of Bauchi State 
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addressing the insecurity but also fighting corruption 

and diversifying the economy. The trio-agenda of 

addressing insecurity, fighting corruption and 

economy diversification have a symbiotic relationship 

and is indeed what the nation requires to move 

forward.

  

Nigeria has long 

been facing severe 

security challenges 

prior to 2009. Thus, 

the internal security 

c h a l l e n g e s  i n  

Nigeria since the 

enthronement of 

democracy in 1999 

has received mixed 

reactions within and 

outside the Nigeria’s 

p o l i t i c a l  

environment. The increasing spate of ethnic and militia 

violence in Nigeria and the continuous attacks on both 

the government and the citizens prior to 2009 were 

very alarming.

Nigeria has witnessed the proliferation of different 

militia groups that posed serious security threats to the 

Nigerian government. Thus, such unwholesome 

behaviours which not only affected economic 

activities in many parts of Nigeria have also resulted in 

loss of numerous lives and property of the Nigerian 

citizens. The Chief of Defense Staff, General Abayomi 

Olonisakin had in 2017 revealed that the military was 

confronting fourteen (14) security threats across the 

country. He stated that 

The growing level of insecurity is in form of political 

and religious crises, terrorism, frequent cases of 

bombings, wars and financial crises globally and 

Nigeria in particular, which is believed to have some 

effects on the performance of the economic growth. 

This is because the market is situated within the 

environment and whatever happens to it whether good 

or bad, have a way of influencing the market and 

economic growth. The level of insecurity hampered 

investors' confidence in the country, resulting in high 

level of capital flight and that no business can thrive in 

an environment 

that the security of 

lives, business, 

and proper t ies  

c a n n o t  b e  

guaranteed.

Leadership failure 

and the socio-

e c o n o m i c  

insecurity arising 

from misrule of 

t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  

polity over the years has prompted Nigerians to begin 

to feel more and more of fending for themselves to the 

extent that some citizens procure arms and light 

weapons to defend themselves. The political class in 

Nigeria is dependent, parasitic and very corrupt in 

nature including its style of maladministration. From 

the 1980s, as a result of the mismanagement of the 

economy, unemployment became a key factor in the 

labour market even as the cost of living raised beyond 

the reach of the low income earners. Crime, violence 

RESTORATION OF ADEQUATE SECURITY IN THE NORTH EAST 

“by my estimation, we have about 14 security 

threats that we are confronting, ranging 

from terrorism, insurgency, kidnapping, 

cultism, to issues linked to armed robbery”. 

He further stressed that “we are handling 

operations in all the geo-political zones of the 

country, but, the major one is the one in the 

North East, which is Operation Lafiya 

Dole”. (Koyi, 2017).

...Cover Story
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and insecurity continue to reign supreme because of 

leadership conspiracy over the mass majority of the 

people of Nigeria particularly since 1979 when the 

country returned to democracy in the Second Republic. 

The 1979 constitution which contains some 

'fundamental objectives of state policy' just like the 

international covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights and other international human rights 

instrument, relates generally to individual welfare in 

the society. The various provisions proclaim the 

significance of the rights of the citizens to include; 

rights to social security, right to work, free choice of 

employment, just and favorable remuneration, right to 

a standard of living adequate for the health and well-

being of himself and his family, including food, 

clothing, housing, right to education etc. These rights 

are achievable in Nigeria because the country is 

blessed with human and natural resources which 

include some of the best quality crude oil in the world, 

the best quality iron and steel in the world, but yet the 

nation failed to develop.

The individual in Nigeria is left with the arduous task 

of providing for himself in respect of food, clothing, 

water, security, house, mobility, education and other 

basic necessities of life. To the individual, the 

government is a distant entity that is virtually not 

responsive or sensitive to the plight of the ordinary 

citizen. With this disposition he takes laws into his 

hand and abuses every opportunity that comes his way. 

The mass majority of the people are not to be blame for 

the state of insecurity for there is an antecedent which 

dates back to the period since independence and more 

so in the 1980s, when the standard of living of 

Nigerians degenerated so low as a result of 

mismanagement of the economy by the political class. 

Prices of some essential commodities rose beyond the 

reach of the low income earners.

 The North Eastern region of Nigeria consist of six (6) 

States of Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, Gombe, Taraba 

and Yobe. The region is one of the most backward 

region since its creation and was also affected by 

insurgencies acclaimed to be Boko Haram Terrorists, 

especially in Adamawa, Borno and Yobe States. These 

three (3) States shares boarders with Niger Republic, 

Cameroun and Chad Republic. Since, the year 2009, 

these States have suffered various attacks leading to 

the lost of hundreds of lives and millions of properties, 

even though the history of the Boko Haram was said to 

be traced back to the year 2002. The insecurity 

witnessed between 2009 and 2015 was so alarming and 

the losses recorded within this period (2009 – 2015) 

remained unquantifiable. 

The majority of people in the North East engage in 

agricultural activities, such as farming, fishing and 

livestock rearing. The Agricultural sector provides 

employment to over 80% of the North East population. 

The region's agricultural products and produce 

include; gum Arabic, groundnut, cowpeas and cotton.  

The unwholesome state of the insecurity has not only 

made the region fearful but also made it unsafe for 

investors and tourists. The menace of Boko Haram 

insurgency became worst between 2009-2015, as the 

activities of the insurgents reached its climax, which 

left the region deserted, schools were closed down and 

commercial activities were put to halt during this 

period. The impact of this insecurity in Nigeria has 

forced many multinational industries and other smaller 

businesses to relocate from the security prone areas. In 

addition, some of the other businesses have collapsed 

due to attacks by insurgents and other security 

Governor Kashim Shettima of Borno State 

...Cover Story

7

R

T
H

E



measures taken by the government like mounting of 

checkpoints in viable business area, curfew which has 

affected many businesses operating in the night time, 

banning of 'okada', declaration of the state of 

emergency; which led to closure of many boarders and 

so affecting the international businesses. These have 

led to joblessness which of course is adversely 

affecting the Nigerian economy.

thThe weekly trust newspaper of 12  February, 2012 in 

an article titled; insecurity and the Nigerian economy 

reported that; supply of foodstuff like tomatoes, 

onions, pepper, and yam, of which Nigeria is world 

number one producer, has dropped tremendously. This 

is an indication that food supplies from the North, 

which account for over 70 percent of food consumed 

nationwide, are dwindling by the day due to insecurity.

A good number of observers (Bello, 2004, Williams, 

2008, Lake 2001, Leon and Walt, 2001), have 

pervasively argued that insecurity in a given State not 

only affect the growth and survival of democracy but 

also lead to high level of poverty, unemployment, high 

rate of crime, poor standard of education, high rate of 

illiteracy, poor infrastructural development, poor-state 

of health facilities, among others.

Remarkable achievement have been recorded from 

2015 to date in the area of fighting the insecurity in the 

North East, even though Boko Haram insurgencies is 

yet to be defeated in its totality. However, social and 

economy activities are picking-up in the major towns 

of the region, due to relative peace being experienced, 

unlike the situation between 2009 – 2015. For 

example, the economic tiger which Potiskum 

symbolizes in Yobe State witnessed the worst 

economic catastrophe with the upsurge between 2009 

and 2015. In May, 2012, one of the largest cattle market 

in West Africa, located in Potiskum was attacked and 

over 50 people were killed with properties worth 

millions of naira destroyed. The attack left the cattle 

market just but a shadow of itself, thus affecting other 

chain-businesses linked with the cattle market. To God 

be the glory, today the cattle market is back in full force 

and so also the town, due to relative peace being 

experienced. Kudos to our gallant Army! 

Also other businesses that were affected by either the 

mounting of check points or curfew are now picking 

up. This is due to the peaceful movement of people 

around the town. Other major markets in Yobe State, 

like Damaturu, Ngelzarma, Garin Alkali, Gashu'a and 

Nguru markets, among others are also picking up and 

commercial activities moving on smoothly.

It is important to note that government at both the 

Federal and State levels have performed remarkably 

well. In the area of provision of social welfare, the 

Yobe State Government has done a commendable job, 

especially in the area of health care facilities provision. 

The General Hospitals in Damaturu, Potiskum, 

Gashu’a and Geidam were rehabilitated and upgraded 

like never before. Also the Yobe State Teaching 

Hospital established by the present administration of 
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Governor Ibrahim Geidam is worth commendable. 

Although the Airport project embarked upon by 

Geidam’s administration may not be seen as priority by 

many people, but it has economy advantage in the long 

run. In the area of education, the Yobe State University 

established in 2006 was given full attention by the 

present administration of the State, and many 

secondary schools across the State were rehabilitated 

and upgraded. However, there is need to give more 

attention to primary schools within the State. The 

boarding primary schools built across the 17 local 

government areas should be completed and put to use, 

as a matter of urgency.

The avalanche of developmental projects dotting the 

landscape of Maiduguri is indeed a big surprise, as it 

beats one’s imagination as to whether the town which 

used to be the hub of Boko Haram, ever experienced 

any kind of insurgency before. Commercial activities 

are going on with people moving on freely in the 

capital city. The famous Monday Market and the Cattle 

Market (Kasuwan Shanu) are back with full of 

activities. Many schools, hospitals and estates were 

built by the present administration of Governor 

Kashim Shettima, all in his policy of recovery, 

reconstruction and resettlement.

It is a well known fact that many farmers in the North 

East still have no access to their farmland because they 

were displaced, however, bumper harvest witnessed in 

2017 and 2018 are incomparable even with the period 

before the insurgency. This development can be 

attributed to the economy diversification policy of the 

government of the day. The effort being made by the 

government to revive the Lake Chad Basin will go a 

long way to provide supports and means of livelihood 

to many people in the region. There is the need for the 

government both at Federal and State levels to improve 

on their agric policies to provide more supports for the 

local farmers.

Government is now being call upon to intensify more 

effort in dealing with the remnant of Boko Haram, so 

that people living in the IDP camps will go back to 

resettle in their homes and continue with their normal 

lives. Dealing with the remnant of Boko Haram will 

also provide the opportunity to quickly harness the 

crude oil discovered in the region for the benefit of the 

nation.

The Mambilla Power project prioritized by the 

government of President Muhammadu Buhari is 

another major projects that will surely boost economy 

activities of not only the North East region but the 

entire nation, when completed. Mambilla Power Project

Mambilla Power Project

...Cover Story
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His Excellency-Ibrahim Gaidam
Executive Governor of Yobe State



It is extremely difficult to see an individual or group that 
wishes to remain in abject poverty or chooses to be poor 
today either in our hood or anywhere. We all chooses to 
strive harder to make ends meet and at times people 
engage in both legal and illegal, godly and ungodly 
means to outsmart others to become man of means.

No thanks to the system that encourages illicit amass of 
wealth that makes hard work, loyalty, and sincerity to 
our nation look stupid and unreasonable. The few who 
are contented with their life styles are either forced by 
reality of restriction, or by divine mercy through 
readings of Godly books or listening to gospel music. 

Today, I want to write about larger percentage of 
Nigerians, who get it 
wrong through a bad or 
not too good decisions, 
w h i c h  a r e  e i t h e r  
influenced by parenting, 
environment or Western 
culture.

Let me start with parent 
i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e i r  
children or wards, on the 
choice of careers for 
either formal or informal 
pursuit of knowledge. I 
do not want to use the 
word 'Education' here because most of us believe that 
education is all about schooling alone. Parents 
influences most of the choice made by their children, of 
which it may not suit the interest of such individual, but 
he/she may have no option than to align with parents’ 
directives. As you know, the implication of marriage of 
inconveniences is sorrow and nonchalant attitudes, 
which often results to job dissatisfactions; with the 
mentioned reactions, success can not be achieved.

Another factor to view is environmental influence on the 
choice of careers, we have what we call bandwagon 
effects on job; every individual tends to follow on flow 
of direction of a call, some may even abandon what has 
been sustaining them to do Mr A's job that his fetching 
him success without even mastering it. The answer is 

that it will kill its initial job 
and collapses his present 
doings and affects the 
fortune of such job, those 
who are unfit are often 
eliminated and the fittest will surely survive, but with 
dwindling output.
 
I have a brother who is very skillful and very creative, he 
construct and mould with imaginative mind and 
translate them into reality; but he wants to study 
Medicine at all cost, but ironically he can not stand the 
presence of blood, it makes him sick. We probed him 
further and he said he prefers to become Medical Doctor 
instead of Engineer because Doctors are richer, neater 

and work lesser than 
Engineers who are always 
on the field with their 
overall, helmet and boot. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  
confirmed that  i t  is  
Engineering work that 
g i v e s  h i m  j o y  a n d  
satisfaction “see me see 
t rouble  ooo' ' .  Such  
episode abound in our 
s o c i e t y  t o d a y  w i t h  
negative results, which are 
not encouraging. We have 
a lot of resources which 

could have been doing better if the fear of poverty had 
not overtaken their conclusion in their choice of 
selection. Some lives with such regrets for life.

The third factor is the influence of Western World around 
us. I will say this is one of the oldest means to impoverish 
us. It first weaken our minds, enslaves us and take away 
our heritage stylishly. With emphasis, we are make to 
know that it is only through classrooms alone that we can 
be wealthy, yes, they do not stop at that, we were made to 
despise anybody that does not go to school. We were told 
that it is just only education that can give us wisdom.
 
Our fore fathers were manipulated by the colonists to  
believe that anybody that does not attend school will 
never be prosperous and will not become an influential 

WEALTH 
C R E A T I O N 

Teekay Baba
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man in the society. They made our parents to abandon 
farming, artifacts, and other vocational wealth creation 
jobs and rushes to classrooms. It is disgusting to see that 
our hood youths sees farming and other vocation as a 
waste of time or part time and a job for the lazy people. 
No youth is willingly ready 
to go to farm to cultivate 
any crops except by 
circumstances. We import 
virtually everything for 
daily needs but blame 
government for our self 
induced  poverty. 

Ask a bustling guy to farm 
to create wealth, is reply 
will gear towards what 
PMB/Osinbajo children 
does; see how myopic our 
reasoning are. Though we 
can not blame the youths in entirety, the youths have 
been taken away from the farmland for ages but what are 
we really doing in cities when larger percentage of the 
youths are idle but continue to eats what comes from 
farms and villages; no thanks to ban on importation of 
notable foreign goods that can be produced here. We 
patronize Western World at our own detriments and the 
few that benefits from the importations makes it look 
like government is our collective enemies.

There are some individuals who refuses to abandon their 
black culture heritage Farming and Artifacts in totality, 
they combines it with schooling and it better their lots 
today. Their offsprings inherits knowledge of their 
works, improvises it through what they are learning in 
schools. Point of observation please, I am not saying 
Education can not make you to be wealthy, especially in 
our country where we value certificate most, but 
Education with vocation can make you wealthier and 

wealthiest, also you may not even need to stress yourself 
about what to be done after retirement from government 
engagement.
 
The scope is this, check your locality, do background 
findings, you will discover that most of the landlords and 
landladies who owns houses are not PHD holders, some 
are not even graduates, they are living fine and even 
employed men of books to become their Personal 
Assistant, Secretary, and  other delegation of duties.

Most of our leaders owns hectares of land for Arable and 
Livestock Cultivation. The civil and public servants 
owns hectares of land for varieties of plantations and 
often relies on the lowly to do the labours. It is not too 
late to combine vocation with schooling. The bitter truth 
is that it will keep you busy and off crimes, also the fight 

over minimum and living 
wages will be brought to a 
reasonable end; we can all 
own portion of farm land, 
you can start with a garden 
if you are threatened with 
the capital to go far but you 
will be doing yourself 
more harms than good if 
you continue to blame 
anybody for your poverty 
after reading this.

Education and vocation 
will make you to stand out, give you room to decide on 
what to do with your time and you will be stress less if 
you want to retire from government job if you are 
employed. The surest way to have a rest of mind is to 
engage our youths on a personal volition choice of a 
course of studies and vocation with a guidance from 
parents and masters for tutelage and mastery. That is the 
best way to create wealth today.

11

Economy 
R

T
H

E

“Evidently, government 
can not employ all of us, 

it is pertinent to console ourselves now 
and prepare  for our tomorrow. 

Nobody is born with cutlass or  hoe in hand, 
it is circumstances that makes many to 

become farmers, do not wait until 
you are pushed to  farm before 

you take decision”



THE CONCEPT OF TRADER MONI 
IS SIMPLY WEALTH CREATION

Economy 
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Professor Yemi Osinbajo, Vice President Federal Republic of Nigeria 
Driving the social investment programmes of the administration of President Muhammadu Buhari   
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#WeBelive.NG

To One Of The 

Most Noble People 

To Walk The Surface 

Of The Earth, 

We Say A Very 

Happy Birthday

 

MR PRESIDENT 

MARYAM SHETTIMA
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he beauty of representative government is 

Tthe latitude it gives to the people to change 

government at interval as stipulated by the 

extant laws of the country.  In Nigeria, the occasion is 

becoming interesting as political gladiators are 

throwing in the hats and at the same time trying to 

outdo one another. The lifting of embargo on political 

participation by INEC has also cleared the coast on the 

preparedness of the political parties and actors.

The battle to occupy the Aso Villa, the Nigeria seat of 

Power is between the incumbent President, 

Muhammadu Buhari and others 49 candidates vying 

for the covetous post from different political parties. 

Political analysts and narrators have queried the 

rationale for President Buhari coming for the second 

term. Their positions has been that the incumbent has 

failed or has not met the expectations of the people 

especially on his campaign promises. 

WITH 
PRESIDENT 

MUHAMMADU BUHARI

NE T 
LEVEL

14

...Lead Story
R

T
H

E



Unarguably, the hope and aspiration of Nigerians were 

at the zenith when the government took over in 2015. 

They had thought the government would in no longer 

time clean up the mess it met on ground when it took 

over but alas here we are, the government is still trying 

to ensure the people’s expectations are met.

Although many political associations took the frenzy 

of that moment to promise heaven on earth on what the 

administration would do when they get into power like 

the one naira to one dollar promise, the government 

has restated what it promised during the election. The 

campaign promises of the administration was placed 

on the three pedestals of; improving the economy, 

secure the nation and fighting Corruption. A holistic 

interpretation of what the three campaign elements, 

gives impression that the government will solve the 

mirage of challenges confronting the nation at that 

time. And it is not off point that the government has 

achieved tremendously. Indeed, what the 

administration has achieved in the last three years 

could be said to surpass what the PDP administration 

achieved for 16 years of inglorious rule.

  

For the government to consolidate on the 

achievements and put the nation on the path of growth 

to the “ next level”  there is need to give the 

government another for years base on following 

achievements.

 

ECONOMY

Pre May, 2015 economic situation were worrisome. 

The economy was on the verge of collapsing as a result 

of the crash in the price of crude oil in the international 

market which was at all-time low of $27 per barrel. 

Nigerian woes were compounded by the activities of 

the Avengers in the Niger - Delta and daily production 

was hovering between 800,000 to One million barrels 

The debt refinancing approach is also 

paying off. The treasure bill rate have 

dropped from 16-18 percent to 10-12 

percent over the last year.  While the 

administration inherited N12.1 trillion in 

debt, with annual servicing cost of N5.4 

trillion, it has reduced the debt servicing 

to inherited debt to N3.9 trillion

...Lead Story
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of oil per day. Being a monolistic economy that relies 

on oil for survival, it has become practical impossible 

for government to meet their financial obligations. By 

then, 27 out of 36 states could not meet their basic 

financial obligations of paying salaries of their 

workers. Inflation was very high. The federal 

government was borrowing to pay salaries and 

emoluments of its workers. Most political analysts 

believed that one of the reasons the last administration 

conceded so early was that it knew that the incoming 

government would find it difficult to meet the 

financial demand of the government. However, in less 

than 4 years in the saddle, Nigerian economy is back 

and is on the path of growth after the recession of 

2016-17. The government leveraged on many 

initiatives to put the economy on good footing. The 

inflationary rate has fallen for 18 consecutive times 

from 18.7 percent in 2017 to 11.23 percent in August 

2018. The external reserve has risen to 47.5 percent. 

The first quarter of 2018 saw the fourth consecutive 

quarterly increase in capital importation since Q2 

2017. The total value of capital imported in the quarter 

stood at US$6.3 billion, which is a year-on-year 

increase of 594.03%, and a 17.11% growth over the 

figure reported in the previous quarter. The stock 

exchange market is picking up with excess of 40 

percent in return in 2017. The tax net has been 

expanded with additional five million tax payers under 

the Voluntary VAID with the tax revenue standing at 

1.17 trillion. The external reserve as has grown to 47.5 

billon dollar.

 

The government has also been prudent in debt 

financing management. The adoption of strategy that 

replaces Treasury Bills borrowing with lower-cost, 

longer term external financing. This is through the 

...Lead Story
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In The Twilight Of The Era Of 

The Last  Administration, The Security 

Situation Had  Degenerated Into  The 

Level Where Boko Haram Insurgents 

Were Hoisting Flags In Many Parts Of

The North Eastern State Of Borno, 

Yobe And Adamawa.
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Eurobond and concessional loan from china. In a 

statement by the government, it says “The 

oversubscription of our recent Eurobond (the first 

issuance in 2017 saw orders in excess of US$7.8 

billion compared to a pre-issuance target of US$1bn) 

demonstrates strong market appetite for Nigeria, and 

shows confidence by the international investment 

community in Nigeria's economic reform agenda.

SECURITY

Pockets of their activities had extended to the North 

West and Abuja, the nation's Capital. In Borno, 14 

local governments were under the control of Boko 

Haram. There were indiscriminate killings and wanton 

destruction of properties. Residents were leaving their 

homes in drove to seek asylum in IDPs camps. Over 

20,000 lives were lost. Our “once upon a time” gallant 

soldiers became preys because they were 

incapacitated because of unserviceable arms and lack 

of ammunition. Monies appropriated to fight 

insurgency were diverted to the purse of individuals. 

The country's relationship with other countries in Lake 

Chad region which was needed to frontally tackle the 

insurgency seemed irrevocably broken down. But on 

assumption of office, Mr. President’s first foreign 

visits were to those countries with the objective of 

forming strategic partnership to combat the activities 

of the terrorists. Multinational Joint military task force 

and patrol was inaugurated to fight the insurgents. This 

effort has resulted in the checkmate of the insurgents 

who are now restricted to their enclaves. There is also 

improvement in the disbursement of fund for arms and 

ammunition, the regular visitations of the President to 

the theater of war are now motivation for the military 

to fight the insurgency head on.

...Lead Story
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Presently, to the glory of this administration, no part of 

the country is under the control of Boko haram and 

their activities have been curtailed only pockets of 

attacks at the outskirts of the city centres. The 

exhibition of effrontery to dislodge the arms and take 

over military formations are now things of the past. In 

Abuja, since the coming into power of the 

administration, no attack have been recorded. The 

internally displaced person are now returning to their 

towns and villages while efforts at rebuilding those 

devastated communities are receiving government 

attention.  

ANTI-CURRUPTION 

The last administration was notorious for corruption 

with its attendant effect on our socio-economic lives. 

Corruption has many negative effects, exposing the 

nation to greater dangers. It is the bane of our 

underdevelopment. It has caused the nation the loss of 

confidence, credibility and integrity among the comity 

of nations. The country was known and blacklisted as a 

nation that had no regard for integrity and 

transparency and a place where you could not get a 

transaction carried out without cutting corners or 

bribing the officials. Our schools, hospitals and other 

public infrastructures were in a state of comatose, due 

to our penchant for corruption. Many lives were lost 

due to corruption while 80 percent of our population 

lived below the poverty line and in grievous penury, 

others were feeding fat on our commonwealth. Our 

public procurement processes were shrouded in 

secrecy and contracts were done haphazardly.

The recent efforts by the present administration to 

reinvigorate the fight against corruption have begun to 

yield the desired results. Arguably, a lot still needs to 

be done but the anti-corruption agencies especially the 

EFCC have recorded notable landmark achievements.

In a recent disclosure by the Acting Chairman of the 

EFCC, Ibrahim Magu in November 2018 while giving 

the account of his stewardship in the last three years, 

he revealed that the Commission has so far recovered 

N794 billion, over $261 million, £1.115 million, €

8.16 million  and 86,500 CFA. Furthermore, that the 

Commission also secured 703 convictions while 

hundreds of properties have been forfeited to the 

Federal Government. The Commission is now putting 

action to the mantra of President Muhammadu Buhari 

that says “if we don't kill corruption, corruption will 

kill Nigeria”

The diversification agenda of the government is 

yielding the desired results. The non-oil sector are now 

contributing to the economy. Agriculture and solid 

minerals are maintaining consistence growth. The 

Information and telecommunication sector. The long 

run effects of this is that the nation’s reliance on oil as 

source of revenue is reducing 
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“if we don’t 

kill corruption, 

corruption will

 kill Nigeria” 

  Chuks Okoji 



GOD BLESS THE 

LEADING 
LEADER @ 76

My Leader, I am Impressed at your Strides 
even at this New Age, I Pray for continue 
wisdom and guidance from Almighty Allah

 as you will continue to lead Nigerians 
to the Next Level. 

On behalf of my family and the entire people 
of Yobe State, we Congratulate and Rejoice 

with you on this special day.

                    Age Gloriously with Grace Sir. 
                             “The Only Boss”

                     We Remain Completely Loyal Sir, 

                           

MUHAMMADU BUHARI GCFR
President, Federal Republic of Nigeria

Mallam Mai Mala Buni  
National Secretary All Progressives Congress 
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The health sector remains key to the quest to 
develop Nigeria as no nation develops beyond 
her ability to deliver qualitative, affordable 

and accessible healthcare services.  Nigeria, rather 
than being a major provider of medical tourists, has 
the potential of becoming a major provider of 
healthcare services in Africa thereby attracting 
foreign exchange earnings.

At a press conference organised 
by a coalition, comprising over 

th100 CSOs in Abuja on Friday, 14  
December,2018 led by Comrade 
Alaga Moruf, The Exponent 
Magazine Correspondent - 
Adebisi Yusuf, reports these 
sterling revelations as quick 
points from the event;

One key subsector of the medical 
services that had in the past gotten 
limited attention is the Medical 
Rehabilitation Therapists, due to lack of investments, 
quackery and shortage of personnel.
 
While we commend the Federal Ministry of Health, 
under the leadership of Prof. Isaac Adewole, for the 
leadership role in stabilizing the practice of medical 
rehabilitation, we also commend the staff and 
management of the Medical Rehabilitation Therapists 
Board (MRTB) for their steadfast advocacy and 
uncompromising standards in managing the practice 
in Nigeria.

In conformity with the anti corruption stance of the 
present administration, the current MRTB 
management under the leadership of Dr. Mrs. 

Olufunke Akanle has given the practice of 
rehabilitation therapy the much needed fillip through 
advocacy for increasing the number of practitioners, 
elimination of quackery and strict adherence to 
qualification standards for new and existing 
practitioners.

From our independent observation, we discovered 
that the MRTB had accredited 
more institutions for training of 
more manpower for the practice 
in Nigeria, which in the nearest 
future will reduce the need for 
Nigerians to travel abroad for 
medical services.
 
On the challenge of quackery, 
the board has charged many 
people to court ,  having 
revitalized its surveillance 
systems and this continues to be 
reformed for Nigeria to reap 

more benefits of this drive over the medium to longer 
term.
 
Requirements for licensing were reviewed to ensure 
and encourage certified professionalism, by 
mandating the evidence of Continuous Professional 
development in the year preceding renewal, this is 
expected to prove that a registrant (a professional 
registered with the Board) has been in touch and 
gathered more knowledge on what is currently 
obtainable in his field of practice and as such is in 
touch with current trends and practice within and 
outside the country. 

MEDICAL 
REHABILITATION 

THERAPY PRACTICE 
IN NIGERIA
. PROGESS BEING MADE AND PROSPECTS YET TO EXPLORE – 

AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW BY INSPAYA AND CONCERNED CIVIL SOCIETY COALITION
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The certification system of the board also received 
attention recently to include a number of security 
features that were hitherto non existent making the 
practice less susceptible to certificate forgers. In the 
area of standards, the board has recently reviewed the 
curriculum, in line with global best practices, to a six 
year study programme. The board has also restored 
pride to the practice of medical rehabilitation by 
organizing the first ever International Conference for 
Medical Rehabilitation Professionals, which event 
held in Nigeria drawing participants and renowned 
speakers from around the world.
 
Additional zonal offices were created in Port Harcourt 
and Bauchi states, to enable easy access to registrants 
and concerned stakeholders within the regions. The 
Board also increased  its staff strength, thereby 
creating job opportunities. Dr. Akanle also created  
more units for the expansion of activities in the office 
towards the actualization of the statutory functions of 
the Board, which are the Legal, Research and 
Statistics as well as Media unit.

The current Minister of health has done a lot to 
promote medical rehabilitation in Nigeria, perhaps 
more so than any of his predecessors, but a lot more 
work still needs to be done. The Federal Government 

needs to heed the calls of the MRTB for establishment 
of at least, a One Stop Rehabilitation Center in all the 
geopolitical zones, to cater for this critical segment of 
healthcare services in Nigeria that has been lacking 
for decades.

However, these successes haven't been without 
challenges, some of which includes: The urgent need 
for the review of the Board's enabling law/gazette, as 
some difficulties, mostly legal which the Board face 
now were not foreseen and catered for in the existing 
enabling laws. Need for funding for the completion 
and furnishing of the National Secretariat in Abuja, so 
that the Board can have a befitting and work friendly 
place to operate from. There is an urgent need for 
increased support for the funding and actualization of 
a National Medical Rehabilitation Centre, amongst 
many other challenges. 

We plead with the Federal government to also ensure 
release of needed funds to enable the MRTB complete 
construction works on their new head office in Abuja 
so it can be put to use in the shortest possible time. 
Government should ensure increased funding for the 
board to fulfil its mandate to the benefit of all 
Nigerians. 
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Great men across the globe have distinct 

unequalled attainments. Former President 

Barrack Obama didn't only break record as the 

first Black President , African - American to become the 

44th President of America. Obama went ahead to equally 

break several records as American President and one of 

them is "Obamacare" - The Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act that helps the downtrodden and 

middle class in America to have direct and genuine access 

to affordable health care.

One outstanding 

quality of Great 

Men is their usual 

a v o i d a n c e  o f  

publicity of their 

resounding sense 

of philantropism, 

t h e y  a s s i s t  

humanity in such 

manner that their 

a c t i ons  speaks  

volume. In the face 

o f  e c o n o m i c  

c h a l l e n g e s  i n  

N i g e r i a ,  a n  

e x e m p l a r y  

personality in the 

class of foremost great men across the globe has continued 

to impact positively into the lives of the downtrodden from 

the creek of Kula Kingdom in Akuku Toru Local 

Government of Rivers State to the entire Rivers State and 

other nooks and crannies of Nigeria.

As a philosopher, Jack Rich Tein hold a strong believe that, 

"to create an economic boom and massive chains of job we 

must grow:

1. Our Steel industry. 2. Aluminium industry. 3. 

Petrochemical industry. 4. Refine 55% of our produced oil 

into other commodity value chain. 5. Gas to produce 

energy needed to support industry and generate electricity. 

6. Railways from North to South

To set on the right trajectory, worthy of g20 player and 

respect worldwide, these are the basic denominators. 

Leaving here, I strongly believe these are inflows of 

massive foreign exchange that can reduce any nation's 

deficits and create multiples of economic cash cow.

I believe we can make it because we have it.

Love Nigeria, pray for Nigeria always. Let love lead..."

On November, 26, 2018, he took a reflection of the 

a c h i e v e m e n t s  

recorded by an oil 

company he founded 

(Belema Oil) which 

operates with the 

territories of Kula 

K i n g d o m ,  a  

community that has 

suffered series of 

deprivations prior to 

his emergence as an 

oil giant. 

In conformity with 

the policy statement, 

" o i l  c o m p a n i e s  

relocate to the region 

they operate in the 

Niger Delta". He expressed his  complete alignment with 

that stance." Government all over the world need 

corporations that aligns with policy statement to ensure 

exponential growth. Get aligned...support policy 

statements for a great Nigeria.

We all started here in this great island of Kula in 2017, 

GIANT STRIDES 
 A MAN OF UNEQUALED RECORD OF PHILANTHROPIC GESTURES

OF ENGR. JACK-RICH TEIN JR

Kula industrial type fresh water project completed 

today of all construction and installation works. Crane 

demobilized and going through road that never existed 

in 600 years of the Community...Thank You Lord...”
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where they all said it was a scam because it was impossible 

in their eyes. Today we have shared true love to our 

brothers and fiends in the North residing in Bauchi, 

Gombe, Katsina, Sokoto, now Biu in Borno...85KM Kula 

Degema Port Harcourt Rd starts here. Enroute Idama...I 

Love you all. Keeping praying for love.

He repeated - We all started here in this great island of Kula 

in 2017, where they all said it was a scam because it was 

impossible in their eyes. Today we have shared true love to 

our brothers and fiends in the North residing in Bauchi, 

Gombe, Katsina, Sokoto, now Biu in Borno...85KM Kula 

Degema Port Harcourt Rd starts here. Enroute Idama...I 

Love you all. Keeping praying for love.

Within a period of one year, he has succeeded in providing 

well treated water with one million litres tank capacity for 

the oil community of Kula. For the avoidance of doubt, 

Kula Community is foremost among communities with 

finest oils across the globe, but the communities lacked 

social amenities for over 700 years of existence. The oil 

exploration in that community  were operated by some 

companies for over 

40years without any 

visible impacts on the 

community but within 

just few years of 

operation, Belema Oil 

has been able to add 

unimaginable impacts 

into lives of residents 

with provisions of 

social amenities.

Unimaginable, yes, 

unimaginable. Only a 

dedicated, fearless, 

courageous, visionary and conscientious personality like 

Jack Rich Tein dared the odd to create a motorable road on 

the high sea, from Kula to Degema, 85 KLM Road that 

gulped multi billions of naira, a feat that will soon fetch 

him recognition in the  Guinness Book of Record. God is 

Great.

Having lifted the state of welfare of Kula People to an 

enviable height, Jack-Rich Tein recently directed his 

foundation to spread love across the Country through 

empowerment of youth, elderly and the vulnerable in the 

society.

Creating Shared Value...

"Belema Foundation to partner with National Youth 

Council of Nigeria NYCN and NANS Presidents to train 2, 

253 youths, predominantly widows whose husbands were 

war casualties and mothers whose children are in various 

learning institutions from 751 LGAs of Nigeria excluding 

Rivers State's 23 LGAs which has been given its package. 

Upon selection, training and graduation, the beneficiaries 

shall be given business start up cash of not less than 

=N=100,000 each to pursue their dream as breadwinners 

of their respective families. Congratulations youths...I 

Love you all..Amb. Sukubo work this with Abel. Am 

waiting on you to assemble your team and forward list for 

onward action. I Love Nigeria...Let Love Lead...’

"Dear Amb Sukubo Saraigbe Sukubo, you have a great job 

for your youths in 2019 as our operations goes great in your 

own Community too. Planning well now can make you 

succeed with us. We have mobilised activities of all 

manner and wanna create 3 employment opportunities for 

each Nigeria youth from the 3 senatorial districts per State, 

all through the 36 States of Nigeria including FCT 

amounting to 111 youths. This is to reduce the 

unemployment pressure on our youths as they return in 

2019 January after an 

a w e s o m e  G o d  

blessed end of 2018 

ce l eb ra t i on .  A l l  

a p p l i c a n t s  w i l l  

require letters from 

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

r e c o g n i s e d  

traditional rulers, 

addressed to their 

State Governors, 

w h o  w i l l  a l s o  

f o r w a r d  a  

corresponding letter 

of attestation to the 
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“Creating Shared Value...Belema Foundation to partner 

with National Youth Council of Nigeria NYCN and NANS 

Presidents to train 2,253 youths, predominantly widows 

whose husbands were war casualties and mothers whose 

children are in various learning institutions from 751 

LGAs of Nigeria excluding Rivers State's 23 LGAs which 

has been given its package. Upon selection, training and 

graduation, the beneficiaries shall be given business start 

up cash of not less than =N=100,000 each to pursue their 

dream as breadwinners of their respective families. 

Congratulations youths...I Love you all..Amb. Sukubo 

work this with Abel. Am waiting on you to assemble your 

team and forward list for onward action. I Love 

Nigeria...Let Love Lead...”

"552 Rivers mothers and family to own their own small 

scale business...Am with you now. 24 women and those in 

dire need of setting their own small scale businesses in 24 

Communities each per LGA, all through Rivers State 23 

LGA to benefit this year's training and cash award of 

=N=200,000 and =N=300,000 respectively. Creating 

Shared Value through Belemaoil Model. Abel Jombo 

Project Manager...”

Federal Minister of Labour or Employment to ensure 

conclusion and fairness. The final letter will then be 

addressed to us by the Ministry through the National youth 

President for onward employment. No skills required here. 

Let Love lead...”

"God gave us spiritual fathers and parents to care for our 

lives through prayers and well wishes, and to pray for our 

Country Nigeria to be united, stronger in economy and safe 

for us all. They also pray for our leaders in all levels of 

governance. Today alot of them are genuinely crying for 

help. I humbly present to you the Belema Shared Value 

Model. 3 Christian worshipers from 3 churches per State 

and 3 Muslin faithful (worshipers) from 3 mosques per 

State, amounting to 6 worshipers of God per State of 

Nigeria 37 States including FCT (Allah) shall be awarded 

=N=300,000 each for support their followers desiring to 

set up their own small scale businesses in 2019. My Public 

Affairs Head. Sir Abel J., Great Obinna and Amb. Sukubo 

Sara-Igbe Sukubo will work with the different mission to 

make this a reality. I love our Christian prayer warriors and 

Prophets because I love the prosthetic. I am also humbled 

at the love showered on me by my Muslim brothers in the 

North...I Love you all. This is kingdom project for a greater 

Nigeria Please don't stop praying for a greater tomorrow..."

"The true essence of life giving to us by God is to positively 

bless humanity in their numbers wherever you are. 1000s 

die daily worldwide but you are alive. Tell yourself the 

truth now...Have you blessed someone today or yesterday 

with great positive inspiration or you just go around 

bullying? Use your position today to bless society, 

tomorrow may not come as great as today. Don't let your 

children suffer from your wrong doings. Bless society 

today. Build our great youths for a great future for your 

children. Teach love...show Love.. give love and let love 

lead”
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“Until you deploy all your academic, intellectual, 

financial, material and human-relations resource into 

developing your mother or father Country-Nigeria 

(Africa), your value outside Africa is considered valueless 

irrespective of the class that recognizes you. Love Nigeria, 

she loves you far above your thought”

"We are one great people binded to build transferable 

better world for our children. And to ensure our cohesion is 

centered on indivisible shared values, with respect for 

accord, to be our brother's keeper even at the most 

challenging moments. We are stronger,  better, more 

efficient, strategic, super tactical and bravely functional in 

our lead to victory being ONE”

The contribution of Jack Rich Tein Jnr to human capital 

development, youth development, social welfare and 

provisions of social amenities within the Niger Delta 

Region is unrivalled. Beyond the shores of Niger Delta, for 

the love of humanity, In Sokoto, Bauchi, Katsina, Biu and 

others, he has touched lives positively through series of 

developmental projects.

The giant strides of Jack Rich Tein Jnr are numerous to be 

enumerated here, soon, at the right occasion, the 

comprehensive philanthropic gestures of Jack Rich Tein 

Jrn will spark the affluent in the society to redirect their 

energies towards a life of giving for the love of God and 

promoting the good cause of humanity.

Jack Rich Tein Jnr. is the President / CEO 

Belema Foundation.
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In this interview with ABDULRAHMAN OYETUNJI, 
the former Deputy National Publicity Secretary of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, (PDP), who decamped to 

the All Progressives Congress (APC), Barrister Abdullahi 
Jalo insisted that, President Muhammadu Buhari's change 
will take us to next level.

Your former party, the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) 
claimed it has been reformed and transformed, what is 
your reaction to this?

Party is a platform with ideologies and manifesto, it can sue 
and be sued, nobody queried PDP as a party, but you can 
query with some people that are in PDP. PDP is a platform 
and if they bring a good person people must support him. 
But they cannot circulate failure and expect us to support or 
believe them. 

Don't you think Atiku Abubakar 
will bring something new on 
board if elected? 

We are all Nigerians and we know 
Atiku has served under Obasanjo 
for eight years. This life is like a 
lesson plan of a teacher, it is what 
he has seen in the lesson that he 
will put forward for the children 
to learn. Incidentally, Atiku has 
the mindset of what he has done 
during when he was the vice 
president, and people should not 
expect anything different. That is 
in US there constitution clearly 
states that Democrat should rule 
for some years and Republican 
should rule for some years too. 
And that is what we want to 
practice, we have had the PDP era, 
we know the manifesto and the 
team players. We now need a 
change that will take us to the next 
level, the change is Muhammadu Buhari and APC. You 
look at the way and manner he plays his own politics. Atiku 
was a vice president under Obasanjo, and the their policies 
then brought about what people are witnessing today. Now 
people want to change another party, they want to try 
another set of people. 

Do you mean Atiku stand no chance at all?

You see we are talking about merit, when late Yar'adua was 
the President, though his time was short live. But when you 
compare him with a draconian government of Murtala 
Mohammed, Yar'adua did performed very well. We are 
talking of progressive mind, mind that can make this 
country to move forward. Atiku is not the best for the 
country. Because I was in PDP, I know him very well, I 
know what he can do. We are not challenging the party, we 

are challenging the candidate. Take it from me, to most 
people in PDP that we are talking to, they agreed that they 
have a bad candidate. But they will not say it because they 
have to obey the party. They said they have a bad product. 
In politics, once you want to rule you must lead by example, 
without condemning him, PDP as a party is a platform, but 
he as a person cannot change is colour, I.e a leopard does 

not change its colour. For example 
in the entire North East, go ask 
anybody including his household, 
has Atiku brought a project of 10 
billion in Adamawa where he hails 
from. The answer is No. So 
experience is a mother of learning, 
people are saying what they have 
seen. We are not talking of 6 states 
in the north east, we have Borno, 
Yobe, Gombe, Bauchi, Adamawa 
and Taraba. People should 
examine themselves, governance 
is a trust and when you are given 
the mantle of leadership people 
should be able to beat their chest 
and say yes you can perform. Let 
take Fashola from the west, we all 
have seen what he has done. He 
constructed many road and 
overhead bridges for his people, 
just like Kwankwaso did in Kano. 
But in Atiku's cases there is 
nothing to show off.

But he didn't serve as a governor of Adamawa state.

When you see vice president is even higher than the 
governor. What we are saying is that we cannot point to a 
project that Atiku has done in Adamawa that is worth of 10 
billion naira. If there is, he is alive he can say I have done 
this.

You said governance is a trust, about four years Nigerians 
entrusted the leadership of this country to President 
Muhammadu Buhari, how will you rate the 
administration of President Muhammadu Buhari so far?

 One proverb says, once you are given governance, do not 
fear anybody, but fear God. In this aspect, you make sure 
you don’t steal the money the people entrusted in you and 
you don't spare those that have stolen, because nobody will 

ATIKU 
NOT THE BEST FOR 
THE COUNTRY - JALO
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ask you on this earth, but God will ask you. So 
Muhammadu Buhari, the trust of Nigerians that elected him 
is to make sure that the wealth of Nigeria that was stolen are 
recovered and ensured that at least our image change from a 
failed state, to state where there is hope. And nobody doubt 
this, those people that are untouchable before now they are 
now been touched by Buhari.

So many people are returning a lot of money. And Nigeria 
should not become a rich country in the midst of the poor. 
People in the country are always becoming poorer, where 
very few are becoming richer. People should have the heart 
that this is their country, no matter what, the image of the 
country is been restored. For example, despite the 
propaganda that there is hunger and poverty, Nigeria is now 
among the largest rice producing country in the world. 

You are from the North East, how will you access the 
performance of President Muhammadu Buhari with 
regards to security.

There is need for people to understand that insurgency is 
not a conventional war, if Shekau is strong enough and he 
want to Islamize this country, he should mobilize the people 
and face the army. Not to kill people and run back into the 
bush, that to me is an act of cowardice. I was in Gombe my 
home town, and I can testify that President Muhammadu 
Buhari has made a lot of efforts. Before many local 
governments was captured by the insurgent, now is there a 
single local government captured by Boko Haram? the 
answer is No.

As for Atiku, why should he allow Adamawa to be among 
the states faced with insurgency? Why did he not use the 
wealth that God gave him to provide security for the 
people? He can't even do it for his own state, and he his 
promising to do it if elected. If someone say is going to give 
you a shirt, look at the one he is wearing first. So if is about 
security situation, see what happened sometimes around 
2014 in a mosque where many people were killed. Things 
where too bad then, that people were killed like chickens, 
but since Buhari came in, have the Boko Haram attacked 

Kano? The answer is No because they have been contained 
to Borno State where they attack soft targets. Despite the 
fact that there is a need for the President to look into the 
illegally supplying of weapons, there is need to go to the 
root and address it fundamentally, that I believe the 
government is making efforts on. But as far as North East is 
concerned, that is the heart of the Boko Haram insurgent. 
President Muhammadu Buhari has done a lot to improve 
the security situation in the North Eastern Region of the 
Country. 

The opposition party, PDP has alleged that the President 
Muhammadu Buhari anti corruption war is focus on 
them and APC perceived enemies, what is your reaction to 
this?

You see I want you to focus on facts, Dariye former 
Governor of Plateau state is a stalwart in APC, but his 
serving jail term now. So many are imprisoned by now, let 
us categorize issues based on merit. 

When Olisah Metuh wanted to go and collect that money, I 
told him that there is a memo to NSA and I want to see, he 
said his not even sure whether am his deputy or not. So that 
issue came, I opened up. Even a small boy knows, that the 
man is a thief and he has stolen public funds. And if I am 
called upon to give evidence, I will say my part. To those 
who said the anti corruption war of this administration is 
one-sided, I was deputy to former National Publicity 
Secretary of PDP, Chief Olisah Metuh why didn't the EFCC  
arrest me?, In an attempt to rubbish Buhari, we were given 
10 million naira, but I rejected it. Because I know Buhari 
went to school. I came back to APC on two request. They 
asked me to come and help Buhari, they had look at many 
persons, but based on integrity they found out that I can 
help the President. 

With this crisis in your party, what are the chances of the 
APC in 2019 general elections?

Well have you ever seen two adult that are looking for the 
same girl to marry together in peace? The answer is No, so 
is a game of interest. So all that you see that is going on the 
APC is normal, you cannot avoid it. Is a question of interest, 
the only thing is, let our interest not supercede that of the 
country. Am optimistic that it will not affect the chances of 
the party and its candidate, President Muhammadu Buhari.
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REJOICING WITH THE 

COLOSSUS 
@ 76

Congratulations On Your New Age 
My Foremost Nationalist,
You are a true Nigerian

 with the Vision of our Founding Fathers. 

On behalf of the entire 
people of Lagos State and 

South West Nigeria, 
We Say Happy Birthday to you 

“ . MR INTEGRITY”

Long Live, Wisdom and 
good Health is yours as you
take us to the Next Level.  

ASIWAJU AHMED BOLA TINUBU 
APC National Leader
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Safety demands you go the extra mile!

Little wonder, then, that our commitment to air traffic safety is 

total. We are also totally committed to professional 

development of our members and to ensuring the continuing 

safety and efficiency of Air Navigation services.The aviation 

industry is responsible for thousands of lives every day. In a 

field where trust is hard earned, and accidents happen, they 

must hold themselves to a higher standard of accountability.

The public also holds Air traffic Safety Electronic Personnel 

professional to a certain standard of excellence. They expected 

to know their job, and know it well. Thousands of hours are 

spent learning in classrooms, on the job, and later in the field 

and training on updated techniques or upgraded equipments is 

never ending.As Air Traffic Engineers and ATSEP 

professionals, we must have the ability to follow the rules, pay 

attention to details, and get the job done as scheduled.

As an ATSEP, holding oneself to a higher standard was a way 

of life. With hundreds of lives depending on you each second 

via the equipments, professionalism was a requirement of the 

job. It was this high standard that kept us safe, and training was 

focused on the perfect execution of each task.Professionalism 

is an important quality to nurture in any industry or business, 

but in our world of ATSEP, it takes on even more critical 

significance. 

Among people who work with Navigational Aid equipments 

been it communication radio, ILS/DME, surveillance radar or 

power system facilities, casual definitions of professionalism 

typically touch on technical proficiency. Ordinarily, a 

personnel licence is supposed to confer authority on the holder 

for the performance of specific responsibilities and duties for 

which the holder has been certified qualified to undertake by 

virtue of his or her level of knowledge and competence. And a 

rating is a stamp that signifies the acquisition of not only the 

appropriate knowledge but also acquisition of appropriate 

psychomotor capacity to discharge a particular duty.

The cornerstone focuses area of any safety management 

system in which professional behaviours rule and safety 

actions become a by-product. Professionalism in Air Traffic 

Safety Electronic Services is the pursuit of excellence through 

discipline, ethical behaviour and continuous improvement.

AVIATION SAFETY  
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM AND THE ATSEP PERSONNEL

ENGR A A WABI
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Distinguished guests, including our Presidents and 
First Ladies, government officials, foreign 
dignitaries, and friends; Jeb, Neil, Marvin, Doro, and 
I and our families thank you all for being here.
 
I once heard it said of man that the idea is to die young 
as late as possible. At age 85, a favorite pastime of 
George H.W. Bush was firing up his boat, the 
Fidelity, and opening up the three 300 horsepower 
engines to fly, joyfully fly across the Atlantic with the 
Secret Service boats straining to keep up. 

At age 90, George H.W. Bush parachuted out of an 
aircraft and landed on the grounds of St. Anne's by the 
Sea in Kennebunkport, Maine, the church where his 
mom was married and where he worshipped often. 
Mother liked to say he chose the location just in case 
the chute didn't open. 
In his 90s, he took great delight when his closest pal, 
James A. Baker, smuggled a bottle of Grey Goose 
vodka into his hospital room. Apparently it paired 
well with the steak Baker had delivered from 
Morton's.
 To his very last days, dad's life was instructive. As he 

aged he taught us how to grow with dignity, humor and 
kindness. When the good lord finally called, how to 
meet him with courage and with the joy of the promise 
of what lies ahead. 

One reason dad knew how to die young is that he almost 
did it, twice. When he was a teenager, a staph infection 
nearly took his life. A few years later he was alone in the 
Pacific on a life raft, praying that his rescuers would 
find him before the enemy did. God answered those 
prayers. It turned out he had other plans for George 
H.W. Bush. 
For dad's part, I think those brushes with death made 
him cherish the gift of life, and he vowed to live every 
day to the fullest. 

Dad was always busy, a man in constant motion, but 
never too busy to share his love of life with those 
around him. He taught us to love the outdoors. He loved 
watching dogs flush a covey. He loved landing the 
illusive striper. And once confined to a wheelchair, he 
seemed happiest sitting in his favorite perch on the 
back porch at Walker's Point contemplating the majesty 
of the Atlantic. 

Lessons For Parents 
On MENTORSHIP

HIS MEMORIES LIVES ON GEORGE H. W. BUSH 
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The horizons he saw were bright and hopeful. He was 
a genuinely optimistic man, and that optimism guided 
his children and made each of us believe that anything 
was possible. He continually broadened his horizons 
with daring decisions. 
He was a patriot. After high school he put college on 
hold and became a navy fighter pilot as World War II 
broke out.
 
Like many of his generation, he never talked about his 
service until his time as a public figure forced his 
hand. We learned of the attack, the mission 
completed, the shootdown. We learned of the death of 
his crewmates whom he thought about throughout his 
entire life. And we learned of the rescue. 

And then another audacious decision; he moved his 
young family from the comforts of the East coast to 
Odessa, Texas. He and Mom adjusted to their arid 
surroundings quickly. he was a tolerant man. after all, 
he was kind and neighborly to the women with whom 
he, Mom and I shared a bathroom in our small duplex. 
Even after he learned their profession, ladies of the 
night. 

Dad could relate to people from all walks of life. He 
was an empathetic man. He valued character over 
pedigree, and he was no cynic. He looked for the good 
in each person and he usually found it. 

Dad taught us that public service is noble and 

necessary, that one can serve with integrity and hold 
true to the important values like faith and family. He 
strongly believed that it was important to give back to 
the community and country in which one lived. He 
recognized that serving others enriched the giver's 
soul. To us, his was the brightest of a thousand points 
of light. 

When he lost, he shouldered the blame. He accepted 
that failure is a part of living a full life. but taught us 
never to be defined by failure. He showed us how 
setbacks can strengthen. 

None of his disappointments could compare with one 
of life's greatest tragedies, the loss of a young child.
 
Jeb and I were too young to remember the pain and 
agony he and Mom felt when our 3-year-old sister 
died. We only learned later that Dad, a man of quiet 
faith, prayed for her daily. He was sustained by the 
love of the Almighty and the real and enduring love of 
her Mom. Dad always believed that one day he would 
hug his precious Robin again. 

He loved to laugh, especially at himself. He could 
tease and needle but never out of malice. He placed 
great value on a good joke. That's why he chose 
Simpson to speak.

On e-mail he had a circle of friends with whom he 
shared or received the latest jokes. His grading system 
for the quality of the joke was classic George Bush. 
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The rare 7s and 8s were considered huge winners, 
most of them off-color. 
George Bush knew how to be a true and loyal friend. 
He nurtured and honored his many friendships with a 
generous and giving soul. There exists thousands of 
handwritten notes encouraging or sympathizing or 
thanking his friends and acquaintances.
 
He had an enormous capacity to give of himself. 
Many a person would tell you that Dad became a 
mentor and a father figure in their life. He listened 
and he consoled. He was their friend. I think of Don 
Rhodes, Taylor Blanton, Jim Nantz, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, and perhaps the unlikeliest of all, 
the man who defeated him, Bill Clinton. My siblings 
and I refer to the guys in this group as brothers from 
other mothers.
 
He taught us that a day was not meant to be wasted. 
He played golf at a legendary pace. I always wonder 
why he insisted on speed golf; he's a good golfer. 
Here's my conclusion. He played fast so he could 
move on to the next event, to enjoy the rest of the day, 
to expend his enormous energy, to live it all. He was 
born with just two settings, full throttle, then sleep.
 
He taught us what it means to be a wonderful father, 
grandfather and great grandfather. He was firm in his 
principles and supportive as we began to seek our 
own ways. He encouraged and comforted but never 
steered. We tested his patience. I know I did. But he 
always responded with the great gift of unconditional 
love.
 
Last Friday when I was told he had minutes to live, I 
called him. The guy answered the phone, said "I think 
he can hear you but he hasn't said anything for most of 
the day." I said, "Dad, I love you and you've been a 
wonderful father," and the last words he would ever 
say on Earth were, "I love you too." 

To us he was close to perfect. but not totally. His short 
game was lousy. He wasn't exactly Fred Astaire on 
the dance floor. The man couldn't stomach 
vegetables, especially broccoli. And by the way, he 
passed these genetic defects along to us.

In his old age dad enjoyed watching police show 
reruns, the volume on high, all the while holding 
Mom's hand. After Mom died, Dad was strong, but all 

he really wanted to do was hold Mom's hand again. 

Of course Dad taught me another special lesson. He 
showed me what it means to be a President who 
serves with integrity, leads with courage and acts 
with love in his heart for the citizens of our country.
 
When the history books are written, they will say that 
George H.W. Bush was a great President of the 
United States, a diplomat of unmatched skill, a 
Commander in Chief of formidable accomplishment, 
and a gentleman who executed the duties of his office 
with dignity and honor. 

In his inaugural address the 41st President of the 
United States he said this: "We cannot hope only to 
leave our children a bigger car, a bigger bank 
account, we must hope to give them a sense of what it 
means to be a loyal friend, a loving parent, a citizen 
who leaves his home, his neighborhood and town 
better than he found it. What do we want the men and 
women who work with us to say? 

That we were more driven to succeed than anyone 
around us or that we stopped to ask if a sick child had 
gotten better and stayed a moment there to trade a 
word of friendship?" 
Well, Dad, we're going to remember you for exactly 
that and much more, and we're going to miss you. 
Your decency, sincerity, and kind soul will stay with 
us forever. So through our tears, let us know the 
blessings of knowing and loving you, a great and 
noble man. The best father a son or daughter could 
have. And in our grief, let us smile knowing that Dad 
is hugging Robin and holding Mom's hand again.

Finally, every day of his 
73 years  of marriage, 
Dad taught us all what 

it means to be a great husband. 
He married his sweetheart. 

He adored her. He laughed and 
cried with her. He was 

dedicated to her totally. 
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 76 HURRAYS 
FOR MR. PRESIDENT

On behalf of Myself, 

Family and the entire over 

50 million youths of the

 National Youth Council of 

Nigeria(NYCN).

We felicitate with you on this 

auspicious day. Your Excellency 

Sir, We pray for Wisdom, Favour 

and God’s Grace 

as you attain a new age today.

 

CONGRATULATIONS SIR.

Please accept the assurances of our 

loyalty always

LONG LIVE PRESIDENT MUHAMMADU BUHARI

LONG LIVE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

AMB. SUKUBO SARA-IGBE SUKUBO
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
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1.    Tell us a bit about your background.

I was born on 4 July, 1966 in Zaria, Kaduna State. I have 

three elder brothers and lost a younger one while growing 

up. I grew up as a tom boy because I was born in the midst of 

boys, I play football a lot. I love defending people's rights 

and it started during my kindergarten level. I attended a 

missionary school because my parents were staunch 

Catholics; I had wanted to be a nun. That was what I wanted 

all my life. I attended St Barnabas Primary School. After 

that, I attended Queen Elizabeth Secondary School, Ilorin 

because my parents were based in Ilorin. I did my A Levels 

in Kwara State Polytechnic where I was at the School of 

Basic Studies in 1984. Like I said, I wanted to be a nun at the 

age of 14 but my father threatened to disown me. I was too 

young to be disowned. Not only did my father threaten to 

disown me, he also was to print my obituary because he said 

I did not want to procreate. After that I cried all through the 

day and night, I then told my mum to tell my father that I was 

willing to continue my education. When my father returned 

from his trip to the United Kingdom, he then took me to one 

Dr Acho, who was the Director of Basic Studies, and told 

him that that I would be living in his house. I lived there for a 

week and promised my father I would stay on campus. My 

father then opened a hard cover note book for me to clock in 

and out. After a year, I saw a poster which read, 'Rethink 

Nigeria', which was a left wing movement, and seeing it, I 

felt I should go for the meeting. On getting there, I went 

through the agenda, but there was no opening or closing 

prayer and I made an observation but people shouted at the 

same time 'who brought this thing here? Throw her out, they 

are talking about serious national issues and this thing is 

talking about prayers'. So, I had to leave. But three weeks 

after, I was called upon again. I was addressed as 'reverend 

sister, and told, 'we won't include opening or closing 

prayers, but you can come for our meeting'. I went there and 

still observed the same thing. They were so violent with me, 

held me by neck and led me out and, since then, I vowed 

never to be part of the meeting. That was how after my A 

Levels, I got admission into ABU Zaria but the institution 

was too far for me and my second choice was the University 

of Ilorin where I read English Education and graduated in 

1987. I did my Youth Service at the 35th Amphibious 

Battalion with soldiers. I interacted with the soldiers 

intensely. I came back to the University of Ilorin in 1990 to 

do my master's in guidance and counseling. While I was at 

the University of Ilorin in 1985, I had a lecturer who saw that 

I was brilliant and asked what I wanted to become in life and 

I told her that I wanted to become a nun. She was the one 

who motivated me to read about Martin Luther King and 

other people like Karl Max, Malcom X. That was how the 

thing started in January 10, 1985 and, by March 1985, the 

position of secretary for Women in Nigeria, Kwara State 

branch was vacant. When it was time for us to reel out our 

manifesto, first person to speak; I started quoting from 

Martin Luther King's book, people started hailing me and 

the third person did not bother to come up. That was how I 

became the secretary of Women in Nigeria, Kwara State 

branch in 1985. That was how I became born again into the 

struggle.

2.    As a child, what were your dreams, did you ever dream 

of becoming an activist?

Not really, have I ever thought of that. In fact, while growing 

up, I had wanted to become a Catholic Nun, before one thing 

led to the other, including my Dad's vehement resistance to 

that particular ambition of mine, at the said time.

3.    When exactly did you get involved in activism?

 One quotation stuck me when I read Martin Luther King 

where he said 'our lives begin to end when we keep silent 

about things that matter'. I felt my life was ending because I 

AN EPITOME OF COURAGE 
AND HONOUR, CREATING SAFE SPACES 

FOR NIGERIAN WOMEN AT LARGE.

Dr Joe Odumakin - 
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was silent about things that matter. I called my lawyer-

friend and told him to prepare my will and, then, I had 

mattress and books. I told him that 'if anything happens, 

give my mattress to motherless babies, give my books to the 

University of Ilorin library'. What motivated me really were 

those books that I read and I wondered how people were 

giving their lives to the struggle. I wondered how Rosa 

Parks refused to get up in the bus and so I found out that a lot 

of people had given their lives to struggles. I situated that 

within the Nigerian context and I pondered on military 

dictatorship in Nigeria. I also had to fathom the fact that we 

got independence in 1960 and, by 1985, if a child was born 

at that time, that child would have become a man or woman; 

and if that man is still on diapers, there is cause for one to 

worry. That was how I started 

and then, Karl Max had said 

that every onlooker is either a 

coward or a traitor. All those 

things and several other things 

and then situating it to our own 

environment, it was then I saw a 

leaflet with the name of Dr 

Beko Ransome Kuti, President, 

Committee for the Defence of 

Human Rights, and I called him 

on phone. We spoke and I 

introduced myself, that I was 

the secretary for Women in 

Nigeria. He said he was in 

Lagos and asked me if I wanted 

to come over and I said yes. The 

next day, I took off for Lagos; 

when I saw him, he was 

packing his books and he said he had an appointment with 

the late Chief Gani Fawehinmi and that he needed to 

confirm from Gani if he could come with me. He put a call 

through to Gani and he said I could come. That was how we 

went to Gani's chambers. It was the same day that I saw him 

(Beko), Gani and also Fela. By the time we were through 

with Gani, Beko was going to see Fela and he asked if I 

wanted to see Fela and I said I would like to see Fela. Fela, 

apart from Bob Marley, was another musician I loved 

listening to. When I saw Fela, he asked in pidgin, 'wetin be 

your name? (What is your name?) I said Joe, he said 'that 

one no be name; wetin be your native name?'I told him 

Obiagali. He said what was the meaning and I said my, 

'Mind is not at rest'. Then said a few things about Nigeria. 

There were a lot of things I picked from Fela's life and that 

was how I started. We had Committee for the Defence of 

Human Rights in 1989, Campaign for Democracy in 1991, 

Institute for Human Rights and Democratic Studies but my 

own base was Ilorin. Anything that I am doing, I put 100 

percent commitment to it, and so, in terms of the struggle, I 

was dedicated. We took the Jehovah Witness approach and 

then, in Kwara State, I started as secretary, then treasurer, 

deputy and then chairperson.

4.    How did you start?

I started from being an activist on personal conviction, to 

becoming member and leader of various civil society 

organisations, from Ilorin, where it all began, to several 

other places.

5.    You presently fight for the rights of women. Was that 

the goal at the beginning or did you simply see a need for 

that kind of activism?

 The primary goal is to stand 

against injustice at all times, 

irrespective of who is involved. 

It first about Human Right and 

defending the right of women 

and the children has only taken 

preeminence, based on certain 

peculiar factors, that are of our 

societal  imbalances and 

tradition approaches, towards 

dealing with issues of women 

and the girl. Therefore , it 

became inevitable, to increase 

focus and commitment, so that 

we can ensure that women 

rights, as same, as Human 

rights.

6.    So far, you have won quite a number of awards. Do 

you believe that your work has made a difference in the 

lives of women in Nigeria?

Ultimately, the essence of being involved, is not in 

anticipation of any form of reward and award, yet when they 

come, they only serve as reminder, that the world is 

watching my actions and people are showing their 

appreciation. Making difference is the greatest fulfilment , 

not only in the lives of our women, but also in the life of any 

individual, that my activism, can positively affect.

7.    In your opinion, what were the toughest times for 

women in Nigerian history?

From time immemorial, Nigerian women have been victims 

of one form of oppression or the other. These oppression and 

societal inequalities, have virtually become a way of life, 
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and daily experience, of the average Nigerian woman. 

Therefore, it may be difficult, to point at a specific moment. 

One only hopes that these experiences, are utilized, in 

mobilizing the women folk, towards achieving a society, 

that protects them and fully guarantee the protection of their 

rights, as equal stakeholders, in the Nigerian project.

8.    Having achieved all you have so far, how many others 

have you been able to mentor as successors to the legacy 

you have built?

Many as those who are inspired by my actions, struggles and 

personal way of life have over the times, adopted me 

directly or indirectly as their mentor. What this means, is 

that we have a duty to the society, to ensure that we produce 

more of those minds who are ready to take up the task of 

liberating the downtrodden, and advancing the cause, for a 

better society.

9.    How did you meet your husband, was it through 

activism?

Our meeting, I will say was divine. There was this time 

during the military era, that I was in detention in Ilorin for 

unlawful assembly, incitement, plotting to overthrow the 

government. That was early 1994. The police invited me 

and asked me to name those sponsoring me. When I couldn't 

name anyone, they said I was not cooperating. I became 

very sick, as I was throwing up and stooling, the doctor said 

I had typhoid fever and I was being treated at the police 

clinic and my legs chained to the bed. While I was there, 

they sent for my father and my father came with another 

comrade, Comrade Bisi Fakayode, then NLC chairman. My 

father was to sign an undertaking that I would be of good 

behaviour and I told him, 'Dad you have other children, if 

anything happens just know it that you once had a daughter 

that wanted to be a nun, but died an activist'. Comrade 

Fakayode advised me that he who fights and runs away lives 

to fight another day and I said no, there was no running 

away. So, when the police felt that I was not cooperating, 

they told my father to go and I saw him wiped his face and 

left with the comrade.

As soon as they left, the police violently pulled off the drip 

and they said we were going to Lagos. It was around 4pm. 

Along the way I told them that I wanted to go the toilet, they 

said no, that I would escape and that whatever I want to do I 

should do it in the vehicle. The driver was reasonable 

enough as he told them that if she did that in the vehicle none 

of them would stand it, that they should allow me use the 

bush. They allowed me and we stopped about three times. 

When we got to Lagos, I was first taken to Panti and then 

moved  to Alagbon. While they were taking me there, I still 

had typhoid and was very weak. I saw Chief Gani 

Fawehinmi, and he yelled at them, 'where are you taking this 

girl to,' they said for interrogation and he said, 'you have to 

treat her first, you can't pull her like this.' I saw one young 

guy beside Gani, and Gani asked him, Yinka, don't you 

know Joe? He said the one that always writes in the 

newspapers from Ilorin. Is he not a man? He said no, she is a 

woman. That happens to be the person, I'm married today, 

Yinka Odumakin. I was calling him comrade, which I still 

call him today. It was when they released them that he came 

twice to see me while I was still in detention.

After my release, I started noticing him, and we were going 

for rallies we would be tear-gassed together. Two years 

after, one day, we were four debating state of the nation. He 

said, 'before we start the debate, let me tell you the state of 

my heart, I'm in love with this girl' and she said she would 

not marry until there is democracy. The people there said, 

let's debate, let Yinka tell us why he has to marry Joe and let 

Joe tell us why she would not marry, and anyone who wins 

would carry the day. Yinka, said that he would be an addition 

to her that he would not distract her and I gave my reason 

that I don't want any distraction. When we got married in 

Ilorin in November 1997, one newspaper wrote, 'what 

Abacha has joined together…' when after the reception, we 

went for honeymoon in a hotel, the manager called, and told 

us that we have to leave the place immediately that he never 

knew he had troublesome people in his hotel. I was still with 

my wedding gown when the intercom buzzed to tell, 'sorry 

you can't stay in this hotel, you have to leave.' We left and 

headed for Lagos.

For my in-laws, they asked why is she even dressing like a 

man. The son explained to them and they said, after all, it's 

you people's lives.

36

R

T
H

E

...Achiever ’s World

I can say, that being 

an activist have  not so 

much negatively  impacted 

on  my personal life, 

particularly when it  has 

to do with  issues of my 

position, as a wife and 

mother in the House.



In March, 1998, my mother – was around, and I was going 

for a press conference and she just came in and I was 

contemplating taking her along and all of sudden I started 

feeling pains and I told her, she advised that I should go to 

the hospital. The event was by 11am and it was 8.30am and 

she said she would not allow me to go to the event. We went 

to the doctor and Comrade had gone to the media event at Pa 

Abraham Adesanya's office in Apapa. The doctor said this is 

labour sign and I asked if there was something he should do 

to stop it because I had an event by 11am. Thirty minutes 

after, I had a baby girl. As soon as the girl sneezed, I looked 

at her and my mother came, I left all of them and went for the 

press conference. After the event at Apapa, I came back and 

told the doctor to discharge us, as there was nothing wrong 

with me. My in-laws and I have cordial relationship.

10.In what way has activism influenced or affected your 

personal life seeing as you are a public figure?

 We have a typical home like most people do. I always strive 

to strike a balance between my itinerary and the family. I 

believe that marriage is not a competition but a platform to 

complement your spouse. Yes, I travel to all parts of the 

world; even during the days when I suffered constant 

harassment, I used to pack my bag in case I do not return 

home as scheduled. But there is this training that I got from 

my mum and that has stayed with me. We were trained to use 

one bedspread per night. By the next morning, it must be 

washed. So I love to stay in a very clean environment. I wash 

the clothes, clean the house and I love to prepare my food by 

myself. For many years, what I have been doing is that I 

prepare like five different types of soups and stock them in 

the freezer. Those days, I used to go do the shopping by 

myself, but today, I ask people to do it for me because people 

will not let me concentrate when I appear in the market. I 

end up spending longer time and I will be there counselling 

and doing enlightenment. When I won't be around at all, I 

get a caterer to come and do the dishes for me and stock 

them in the freezer. But when I am around, I love to get 

down the list of things I want and prepare them myself. I 

love fish, so I always have different types of it in the fridge. I 

hardly eat out, besides I have a personal weakness of not 

eating well. As I am speaking to you, I have not eaten today, 

its past 8pm already. Growing up, my mum had to hit me 

hard to get me to eat a little. Sometime ago, someone came 

to the house and saw that I had a plaster around one of my 

fingers and when I told her that it was a knife wound from 

trying to prepare Edikaikong soup, she shouted when she 

learnt that I have time for the kitchen. The same thing 

happens when I attend the Parent Teachers' Association 

meetings in my kids' school; the place eventually becomes a 

centre for discussing the state of the nation. I try as much as 

possible to go over their homework, but not often. Their 

lesson teacher does more in that area. But I must say that the 

best moments that I cherish with my family is when we are 

discussing the state of the nation.

11.You have been jailed on several occasions for several 

reasons, which ones of those experiences stand out in your 

mind?

Not that I regretted what I did, it was when I was leading a 

protest in Ilorin. I went to paste poster against IBB at the 

police headquarters in Ilorin. I took advantage of some of 

the dead electricity bulbs, so, the place was dark. My 

colleagues dropped me and I was putting on black attires 

and had the posters and starch. I told those colleagues not to 

go but stay far away and watch incase I was shot dead so that 

they can explain what happened to me. Unfortunately, while 

pasting it, one of the police men came out to ease himself in 

that dark area. He was coming and his voice was coming 

closer to where I was, I had to lie down and his urine was 

pouring into my ear, mouth and nose. He was drunk. He 

stepped on me and asked his colleagues to bring touch that 

he was standing on a snake, his colleagues asked him to run, 

he said no, that they would use it for soup. He was stepping 

on my legs and his colleagues told him not allow snake to 

bite him. He asked them to bring touch that he was stepping 

on the snake. His weight was heavy on my leg and when 

they brought the touch and looked at the poster on the wall 

and saw IBB's face defaced with cross and he then beat me 

up. He first gave me a head butt and one of them said, 'Oga, 

don't waste your energy, let us kill this thing.' Those my 

colleagues shouted, 'Don't kill her, we have seen you' they 

fired some shots in the air. That was a low moment, not that I 

regretted it, but I have taken some urine. I didn't know what 
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happened to me again, it was when I woke up that I saw my 

self with starch all over my body, blood everywhere and my 

dress was torn. I was there for about four days before my dad 

brought some clothes to me.

It was a low moment in that I just thought about it and 

realized that these are the citizens one is fighting for and 

look at the way they have treated me. They said I was worst 

that a hardened armed robber, more so, a criminal. All the 

people who came even when I regained consciousness felt 

that it was the height of criminality. 

12.Many currently envy your position in society as a 

respected voice without understanding what it cost you to 

get to this point. How high would you say the price is?

There will always be a price to be paid for every action one 

get him or herself involved in, at one point or the other. But 

what should be paramount, at all time, is your focus and how 

your engagements, will either positively or negatively 

affect, the larger society. Therefore, may perception has 

always been about what impact I have to make out there, and 

not necessarily about who envies or being uncomfortable 

with my actions.

13.Looking back, do you have any regrets?

Nothing as such, especially when I realized that whatever 

action I embark upon, are well thought out and are results of 

deep convictions.

14.Being an icon, you have worked with many passionate 

people like you, Who would you say impressed you most 

and would want to work with again?

Beyond several motivations that I got through the 

instrumentality of various book that I read, persons like Dr. 

Beko Ransome-Kuti, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, Professor 

Wole Soyinka and others who were the live wire of the 

human rights movement, and the heart beat of the struggle 

have severally motivated me and remain those, that if it 

could ever be possible again, I will always work with.

15.With what you know today, what would you change from 

your past? Or if you had access to your younger self, what 

would you wish to have known.

16.When you started activism, did you have any role 

models? Who are those you look up to now?

Yes, like I stated earlier, my role models are leader are Dr. 

Beko Ransome-Kuti, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, Professor 

Wole Soyinka and my leader, Pastor Tunde Bakare.

17.How do you create balance between you personal life 

and marriage and your work?

If one fails in one, one has failed in all. I learnt from my 

mother when I was growing up. If I am going for the protest 

or anything, I make sure that I prepare about six different 

kinds of soup and keep them in the freezer just like I learnt 

from my mother who always went once a while to the 

market. I used to go to the market, but I put a stop to it 

because when anytime I get there by 10 am, people who 

have problems will come and those who appreciate me. I 

will be in the market from ten in the morning to two in the 

afternoon and will end up buying nothing. Now, I send 

people to the market to help me buy things and, when I am 

around, I like cooking. The house must be thoroughly 

cleaned; the bed sheet must be thoroughly cleaned and, 

then, when I was growing up, I know that my dad still had 

time to look at my homework. I still find time to look at my 

children's homework. Honestly, balancing the home front 

has not been easy because, in those days during the military 

dictatorship, I had vowed that I was not going to marry 

except there was democracy until I met Comrade Yinka 

Odumakin in prison; one thing led to the other and we got 

married. Shortly after our marriage, there was no 

honeymoon. We were in a hotel in Ilorin and the manager 

called us that we should leave.

18.What do you do for relaxation?

I read a lot and I love watching History Channel.

19.Any hobbies?

Reading 

20.What is your hope for the Nigerian woman?

A future that sees our women, being treated as equal to men, 

with limitless opportunities, particularly access to 

leadership in governance and other spheres of our society.

 Olufemi Akindele Lawson
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C E L E B R AT I N G 

THE ‘PHOENIX’@ 76

In this Simple words, Today and every day of life,
 we wish you good health, long life 
and the blessings of God. 

“You are indeed the odyssey of a New Nigeria”

 Sir,The Entire People HAPPY BIRTHDAY
of Esan Central Local Government Area of 
Edo State  with you   FELICITATE

Rt. Hon. Victor Sabor 
Tiger Edoror MNSE

Deputy Speaker Edo State House of Assembly 

Esan Central Constituency 
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A postal code is a series of letters or digits or both, 

sometimes including spaces or punctuation, 

included in a postal address for the purpose of 

sorting mails. One wouldn't know how the codes are 

generated, but as secondary school students in the 90s and 

early 2000, most especially those in their penultimate 

years, it was imperative for us to know off-hand the postal 

code of our community, better still our residential area 

postal code.

Back then, we always rushed out at the 

sound of 'the postal man is here'. A lot 

of youth were familiar with the 

operation of the Nigeria Postal Service. 

This is because it was only through the 

postal service you could get the results 

of your external examination (JAMB, 

WAEC), your admission application 

status, information about scholarship 

applications, and other related 

services.

However, as time went by, things were not the same for the 

postal service. The Nigeria Postal Service, which was 

established by the colonial masters in 1852 gradually lost 

its glory. The postal offices that used to be hub of 

commercial activities, where residents and people from 

neighbouring communities converged on to transact all 

manner of businesses, from buying postage stamps to 

purchasing or cashing money orders and virtually 

everything, lost this glory as a result of leadership 

problems facing the country.

 

Divided into zones, with unique postal box addresses, 

Nigeria Postal Services were the darling of every Nigeria 

elite in those glorious years for movement of confidential 

parcel within and outside the country. NIPOST was well 

known for its reliability and safe delivery tendency even 

though there were occasional 

delays. 

However, as time went by, 

inefficiencies gradually marred the 

operations of the postal service. 

This became evident when 

delivery of parcel seemed almost 

impossible; when your money 

order is trapped in the system and 

could no longer be redeemed, 

when it seemed like you can only 

receive your message in heaven as 

impossibility became the case.

Then, the public trust in the service began to vanish while 

patronage reduced drastically (even though the 

international community still requested for postal code 

during transactions) and then, the post office buildings 

became desolate.

postal service
New Image Of Nigeria
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In line with efforts to improve on the efficiency of the 

service, I would like to draw the attention of the 

management to the following issues:

Service Delivery; having acknowledged the improvement 

on the service delivery, it is important to note that much is 

still left to be done in this area. One of the unique factors of 

the private courier services is their ability to deliver 

according to the pronounced time of delivery. This doesn't 

only bring about trust, it as well promises reliance and 

confidence boosting. So, it is important for NIPOST to 

further improve its delivery service - this will further boost 

patronage.

Publicity; Nigeria postal services over the years had lost 

its glory; the process of rebuilding it must, therefore, 

include adequate publicity. The public need to be informed 

of the new services rendered by the agency and the 

achievements it has recorded in the meantime. No doubt, 

this would aid patronage thereby increasing the revenue 

generation and possibly create more employment 

opportunities. 

Legislation/Presidential Order; I feel there ought to be an 

order or legislation mandating Government Ministries, 

Agencies and Parastatals to patronise  NIPOST. This will 

increase the agency's revenue generation, and also attract 

private customers to the agency. 

Economically, as the country tow the path of 

diversification, it suffices to say that our population is 

enough a strength for diversification if properly 

maximized through prudent management of our systems 

and potential sources of revenue such as the Nigeria Postal 

Services. A country of about 200million people should be 

generating huge revenues from its postal service.

 

If we must go to the next level, we must be there with 

systems that promote the country's image and existence.

As if that wasn't enough, the advent of technology then 

crushed the leftover of the postal services glory. The short 

message services and the electronic mail, both promising 

an instantaneous acknowledgment with a light speed like 

became widely adopted.

Understanding the limitations of sending messages over 

technology, the emergence of private courier services, such 

as FedEx, DHL further decimated the strength of the 

Nigeria postal services if there were any left.

The success attached to the private courier services, 

however, further lay credence to the fact that, while the 

electronic media has its place in the scheme of sending 

information and other related services, the conventional 

means of sending parcel as represented by the Nigeria 

Postal Services if properly managed with the introduction 

of the state-of-art instruments equally has its place.

Understanding this dynamics, the Nigeria government in 

2016 appointed a new Postmaster General/CEO for the 

Nigeria Postal Services. Barrister Adebisi Adegbuyi, in 

line with its diversification agenda and employment 

creation vision.

Following his appointment, Barrister Adegbuyi 

immediately embarked on the reform of the Nigeria postal 

services with the introduction of additional four business 

services (financial/digital services, Logistics/E-

commerce, properties/workshop and the NIPOST training 

institute) having realised that the entire operations of the 

agency revolved around mail services.

For effective service delivery, Barrister Adegbuyi 

embarked on digitization of the system with the 

introduction of the latest version of the international postal 

system and other 21st century systems that can enhance the 

effectiveness and standardization of the Nigeria postal 

services.

Evidently, this has yielded a lot of results and received 

commendations from those who have been privileged to 

use the services of recent. The data released by NIPOST on 

revenue generation further attested to this facts.

However, does this mean that all is well with our postal 

system? Is this the peak of the potential and strength of the 

postal service? The answer is definitely 'NO' as there is still 

room for improvement. But one thing is clear; Barrister 

Adegbuyi has been able to revamp the operations of 

NIPOST.
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“Kano Spends N1.2B In Training 25,486 Basic 
Education Teachers" 

In an effort to arrest the problem of unqualified 
teaching staff in the basic education sub-sector, the 
Kano state government sponsored the training and 

re-training of 25,486 teachers across the four teacher 
training institutions in the state.

Governor  Dr  
Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje reveals 
"A couple of 
years back, a 
survey of the 
basic education 
sub-sector in the 
state revealed 
that over 25,000 
t e a c h e r s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  
5 4 %  o f  t h e  
teaching staff 
had no teaching 
qualifications. 
The affected staff consisted of a majority of SSCE 
Certificate holders and National Diploma (ND), 
Higher National Diploma (HND) or graduates without 
teaching qualifications.”

He made the revelation at the 3rd Day of the Kano 
State 2nd Basic Education Week, 2018, at a combined 
Graduation Ceremony of 25,486 graduands of Nigeria 
Certificate of Education (NCE) and Professional 
Diploma in Education (PDE), as in-service trained 

teachers, that was held at Sani Abacha Stadium, Kofar 
Mata, Kano, Tuesday.

During the period of that survey according to the 
governor, the government was left with the only choice 
of laying-off all such staff, just to conform with the 
National Policy on Education, which places, as the 
benchmark, NCE as the minimum teaching 

qualification or some 
sort of training to 
u p g r a d e  s t a f f  
professional status.

To avoid that, Ganduje 
said "...government 
realised the social and 
of course, political 
repercussions inherent 
in depriving the over 
25,000 people of their 
means of livelihood and 
therefore, decided to 
enroll them into 4 
Te a c h e r  Tr a i n i n g  
Institutions to undergo 

various upgrade courses including Pre-NCE, 
Remedial courses for SSCE Certificate holders, who 
would proceed to NCE programmes, NCE 
programmes National Diploma holders and Post 
Graduate Certificate courses for HND and Graduate 
teachers that had no teaching qualifications. The 
programme costs the government a whopping sum of 
N1.2B.”

While 2,000 out of the 25,483 were graduated during 

A MARK 
Of 

HONOUR 
TO GOVERNOR GANDUJE 

Abba Anwar Kano State
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the 1st Basic Education Week, February last year, 
"...today the remaining 23,483 have graduated and we 
are sampling 5,000 for induction by the Teachers 
Registration Council of Nigeria. The remaining 
trainees will convocate in their various colleges," he 
explained.

After reiterating government's commitment to the 
delivery of quality education at all levels, through the 
provision of the desired infrastructural and 
instructional facilities, motivation and capacity 
building, governor Ganduje reminded that, 
"Government alone cannot afford to satisfy the ever-
growing demands of the education sector, hence the 
need for collaborative efforts from all other 
stakeholders and individuals.”

He therefore commended the efforts of development 
partners, with a particular 
mention of Teacher Development 
Programme (TDP), Global 
Partnership in Education (GPE), 
United Nations Children's 
Education Fund (UNICEF), 
Na t iona l  Commiss ion  o f  
Colleges of Education (NCCE) 
and a host of others. For their 
highly valued interventions in 
our  teacher  deve lopment  
programmes."
Engineer Aminu Aliyu, the 
Commissioner for Works, who oversees Ministry of 
Education, Science, Technology and Innovation, 
assured all the graduands and the stakeholders at the 
occasion that, Kano is always ready to achieve the 
much desired goals as far as education is concerned.

He encouraged "Your Excellency our strategy in 
improving quality education is one of the best in the 
country. This is simply possible, because we believe 
education is the main thrust of our development 
collectively.”

Adding that, "The state will continue to proffer 
workable solutions to any challenges in the education 
sector. We will do our best and we wish to 
acknowledge and appreciate any stakeholder who is 
desirous of moving the state forward."
Earlier, during the 2nd Day of the event, at the 
Interactive Session with the Governor with the 
teachers head teachers and basic education 
stakeholders, which took place at Coronation Hall, 
Government House, Kano, Monday, many 

stakeholders participated with joy and encouragement 
on their faces.
At the event governor Ganduje appreciates that, "It is 
gratifying to state that, this is a gathering of 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen who serve as prime 
movers in the delivery of qualitative education at the 
foundation level.”

Emphasising that, "Teachers, Headmasters, Education 
Secretaries, Zonal Directors of basic education, PTAs 
and SBMCs form the epicentre of our efforts to address 
the vital issues of access, quality of learning outcomes 
and inclusiveness in the provision of basic education to 
millions of our youth, to prepare them for a life long 
learning and of course, a brighter future.”

To make clearer, the reason behind the interactive 
session, Ganduje said, the session was intended to 

underscore the critical 
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  B a s i c  
Education, not only as the 
bedrock of all levels of 
education, "...but also affirm 
the proven truth that  
'Education is a Basic 
Community Responsibility' 
which is the theme of this 
2nd Basic Education Week, 
2018.”

Ganduje commended the 
interface during the session and described it as a 
constructive interface, where challenges were 
identified, he urged that, "...I call upon you to evolve a 
strategy that can be adopted to jointly confront the 
challenges and tackle them altogether.”

The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education, 
Danlami Garba, who represented the Commissioner 
from the Ministry assured all stakeholders at the 
occasion that, the state under Ganduje would always 
welcome any effort aimed at developing the sector.

Explaining that, the state, would, as much as it could, 
continue to do her best in contributing to the 
UBE/matching grants to improve accessibility.

At the 2nd Day of the event, the National Publicity 
Secretary of the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) Barrister Emma after commending governor 
Ganduje for the impressive work done in the basic 
education sub-sector in particular and education 
generally, he called on other states of the federation to 
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take a leaf from Kano.
"I assure you that Governor Dr Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje is one of our great leaders in the APC, in this 
country. I am highly elated with what I heard and what 
I saw here, as part of his government' s achievements in 
the area of education," he encouraged.

Ganduje, he argued "Is one of the greatest advocates of 
education in the country. We are as such calling on 
other states to copy from what Governor Ganduje is 
doing in developing the state. I am also calling on all to 
fully understand that, all hands must be on deck to save 
education in the country.”

At the occasion a brand new car was given to the Best 
Head Teacher,  Musa Auwal Gwarzo, from Gwarzo 
Model Primary School, the Best Teacher of the Award 
goes to Garba Shehu Sule, who was given a brand new 
motorcycle and the Best Non-Teaching Staff Award 
goes to Malam Ado,  a messenger, who was also given 
a brand new motorcycle.

Malam Ado, because of his honesty and integrity, he 
returned back the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty 
Naira (N750,000) he found at the premises of the State 
Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) to the 
owner sometime in the past. As a result of which, 
governor Ganduje gave him the sum of Two Hundred 
and Fifty Thousand Naira (N250,000). He broke into 
tears instantly, as the governor announced to the 
gathering what he was dashing him.
“Kano Spends N1.2B In Training 25,486 Basic 
Education Teachers" 

In an effort to arrest the problem of unqualified 
teaching staff in the basic education sub-sector, the 
Kano state government sponsored the training and re-
training of 25,486 teachers across the four teacher 
training institutions in the state.

Governor Dr Abdullahi Umar Ganduje reveals "A 
couple of years back, a survey of the basic education 
sub-sector in the state revealed that over 25,000 
teachers representing 54% of the teaching staff had no 
teaching qualifications. The affected staff consisted of 
a majority of SSCE Certificate holders and National 
Diploma (ND), Higher National Diploma (HND) or 
graduates without teaching qualifications.”

He made the revelation at the 3rd Day of the Kano 
State 2nd Basic Education Week, 2018, at a combined 
Graduation Ceremony of 25,486 graduands of Nigeria 

Certificate of Education (NCE) and Professional 
Diploma in Education (PDE), as in-service trained 
teachers, that was held at Sani Abacha Stadium, Kofar 
Mata, Kano, Tuesday.

During the period of that survey according to the 
governor, the government was left with the only choice 
of laying-off all such staff, just to conform with the 
National Policy on Education, which places, as the 
benchmark, NCE as the minimum teaching 
qualification or some sort of training to upgrade staff 
professional status.

To avoid that, Ganduje said "...government realised the 
social and of course, political repercussions inherent in 
depriving the over 25,000 people of their means of 
livelihood and therefore, decided to enroll them into 4 
Teacher Training Institutions to undergo various 
upgrade courses including Pre-NCE, Remedial 
courses for SSCE Certificate holders, who would 
proceed to NCE programmes, NCE programmes 
National Diploma holders and Post Graduate 
Certificate courses for HND and Graduate teachers 
that had no teaching qualifications. The programme 
costs the government a whopping sum of N1.2B."
While 2,000 out of the 25,483 were graduated during 
the 1st Basic Education Week, February last year, 
"...today the remaining 23,483 have graduated and we 
are sampling 5,000 for induction by the Teachers 
Registration Council of Nigeria. The remaining 
trainees will convocate in their various colleges," he 
explained.

After reiterating government's commitment to the 
delivery of quality education at all levels, through the 
provision of the desired infrastructural and 
instructional facilities, motivation and capacity 
building, governor Ganduje reminded that, 
"Government alone cannot afford to satisfy the ever-
growing demands of the education sector, hence the 
need for collaborative efforts from all other 
stakeholders and individuals.”

He therefore commended the efforts of development 
partners, with a particular mention of Teacher 
Development Programme (TDP), Global Partnership 
in Education (GPE), United Nations Children's 
Education Fund (UNICEF), National Commission of 
Colleges of Education (NCCE) and a host of others. 
For their highly valued interventions in our teacher 
development programmes.”
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Engineer Aminu Aliyu, the Commissioner for Works, 
who oversees Ministry of Education, Science, 
Technology and Innovation, assured all the graduands 
and the stakeholders at the occasion that, Kano is 
always ready to achieve the much desired goals as far 
as education is concerned.

He encouraged "Your Excellency our strategy in 
improving quality education is one of the best in the 
country. This is simply possible, because we believe 
education is the main thrust of our development 
collectively.”

Adding that, "The state will continue to proffer 
workable solutions to any challenges in the education 
sector. We will do our best and we wish to 
acknowledge and appreciate any stakeholder who is 
desirous of moving the state forward.”

Earlier, during the 2nd Day of the event, at the 
Interactive Session with the Governor with the 
teachers head teachers and basic education 
stakeholders, which took place at Coronation Hall, 
Government House, Kano, Monday, many 
stakeholders participated with joy and encouragement 
on their faces.

At the event governor Ganduje appreciates that, "It is 
gratifying to state that, this is a gathering of 
distinguished ladies and gentlemen who serve as prime 
movers in the delivery of qualitative education at the 
foundation level.”

Emphasising that, "Teachers, Headmasters, Education 
Secretaries, Zonal Directors of basic education, PTAs 
and SBMCs form the epicentre of our efforts to address 
the vital issues of access, quality of learning outcomes 
and inclusiveness in the provision of basic education to 
millions of our youth, to prepare them for a life long 
learning and of course, a brighter future.”

To make clearer, the reason behind the interactive 
session, Ganduje said, the session was intended to 
underscore the critical importance of Basic Education, 
not only as the bedrock of all levels of education, 
"...but also affirm the proven truth that 'Education is a 
Basic Community Responsibility' which is the theme 
of this 2nd Basic Education Week, 2018.”

Ganduje commended the interface during the session 
and described it as a constructive interface, where 
challenges were identified, he urged that, "...I call 
upon you to evolve a strategy that can be adopted to 

jointly confront the challenges and tackle them 
altogether.”
The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education, 
Danlami Garba, who represented the Commissioner 
from the Ministry assured all stakeholders at the 
occasion that, the state under Ganduje would always 
welcome any effort aimed at developing the sector.

Explaining that, the state, would, as much as it could, 
continue to do her best in contributing to the 
UBE/matching grants to improve accessibility.

At the 2nd Day of the event, the National Publicity 
Secretary of the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) Barrister Emma after commending governor 
Ganduje for the impressive work done in the basic 
education sub-sector in particular and education 
generally, he called on other states of the federation to 
take a leaf from Kano.

"I assure you that Governor Dr Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje is one of our great leaders in the APC, in this 
country. I am highly elated with what I heard and what 
I saw here, as part of his government' s achievements in 
the area of education," he encouraged.

Ganduje, he argued "Is one of the greatest advocates of 
education in the country. We are as such calling on 
other states to copy from what Governor Ganduje is 
doing in developing the state. I am also calling on all to 
fully understand that, all hands must be on deck to save 
education in the country.”

At the occasion a brand new car was given to the Best 
Head Teacher,  Musa Auwal Gwarzo, from Gwarzo 
Model Primary School, the Best Teacher of the Award 
goes to Garba Shehu Sule, who was given a brand new 
motorcycle and the Best Non-Teaching Staff Award 
goes to Malam Ado,  a messenger, who was also given 
a brand new motorcycle.

Malam Ado, because of his honesty and integrity, he 
returned back the sum of Seven Hundred and Fifty 
Naira (N750,000) he found at the premises of the State 
Universal Basic Education Board (SUBEB) to the 
owner sometime in the past. As a result of which, 
governor Ganduje gave him the sum of Two Hundred 
and Fifty Thousand Naira (N250,000). He broke into 
tears instantly, as the governor announced to the 
gathering what he was dashing him.
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A woman is an integral part of creation, as the first 

human specie made by God might not have 

survived on his own, without the one generated 

from his bone. She's a friend you can rely on, a sister 

who will not stop loving you, a mother who is the 

pillar of support and your first doctor when you are 

ailing. She's a wife who encourages you when 

things become topsy turvy though she may be 

scared too, the importance of a woman cannot be 

overstated. 

God's intention of creating 
a woman to be man's 
partner has not changed for 
He doesn't want man to 
abide alone. Traditionally, 
a woman, once married, 
sees to the affairs of the 
home by tending to the 
issues of the husband and 
children but as the world 
evolves, women began to 
denigrate the roles of being 
a woman in the society.
 
There is absolutely nothing wrong in empowering 
women but a man is a man and a woman remains a 
woman and she is crucial to the development of any 
society. 

The interests of women cut across several areas of 
life, like education, politics, health, family, 
economy, etcetera. 

In order to promote the progress of any society, it is 
pertinent to educate children, especially the female 
child as they constitute a larger percentage of the 

population. Educating a girl will prop up literacy 
rate, ensure political participation, reduce human 
trafficking as women are most vulnerable, reduce 
early marriage and increase income generation for 
families through poverty reduction. 

Most families in Nigeria are unable to take adequate 
care of their children and when the issue of 
schooling comes to the table,  parents prefer to send 
the male specie to school before considering the 
female and this is as a result of the dominant status 
given to a male child according to Nigerian 

tradition. 

Equal opportunity should 
be given to both sexes 
and each one should be 
able to decide whether he 
or she wants to further his 
or her education after 
a t ta ining secondary 
education. 

Without educating a girl 
child, there would not be 
political representation 
for women as it takes the 

one who wears the shoes to understand where it 
pinches. Men cannot fully represent women as they 
can only imagine what women go through at 
different stages of life. 

Educating a girl is a step towards preserving the 
future generations as you can be sure that an 
educated mother will see to it that her children are 
educated too because a parent's desire is to see their 
children being a better version of them. 

Protecting 
women's interest 

in Nigeria 
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Education remains a basic right of an individual 
irrespective of gender,  age or nationality. For every 
boy that is schooled, every girl should be schooled 
too. 

Another aspect of women interest that needs to be 
ensured is political representation which is the 
activity of making the voice, opinion or viewpoint 
present in the public policy making processes,  this 
occurs when political actors advocate and act on 
behalf of others in the political arena.

For almost two decades of democratic governance 
in Nigeria women have been involved in the 
political processes but they are yet to occupy twenty 
percent of the elective positions despite that both 
women and men exercise their voting rights at 
almost the same rate. Nigeria has not produced a 
female Governor not to talk of vice president or 
president as the case of developed nations like 
United Kingdom whose head of state is Theresa 
May, Malta has Marie-Louise Colero Preca as the 
Head of State and Croatia has Kolinda  Grabar-
Kitarovic, in Africa,  Namibia has  Saara 
Kuugongelwa from 2015 till now, Ethiopia has,  
Sahle-Work  Zewde.

The highest political position a female  has taken in 
Nigeria is that of the Speaker of the National House 
of Representatives in the person of Patricia Etteh. 
Six women have been Deputy Governors in Nigeria 
and the 2015 election produced seven female 
senators and twenty two in the House of Assembly, 
this shows that women still have low representation 
at the political sphere and some of the factors 
responsible for it includes culture,  religion,  
funding,  party system and structure among others.
 
There is the need for stakeholders to see women's 
polit ical underrepresentation as a case 
discrimination against women and steps should be 
taken to address it via initiation of legislation that 
would establish a more balanced gender 
representation of electoral posts at the local,  state,  
regional and national levels, reorientation of people 
towards their perception of what the roles of a 
woman is in the society,  proper education and 
mentoring should also be available for women in 
order that they will be equipped for the position.

The gender role assigned to women has for a long 
time defined their social and economic status in the 
society,  this accounts for why some people see 

women as being useful only at home and in the 
marketplace where they go for their daily 
businesses, Nigerian economy is structured in such 
a way that many women rely on a male breadwinner 
for survival due to their inability to independently 
earn a living due to lack of access to decent 
employment. The reproductive role of women is 
another issue that crops up during job seeking by 
married female, some employers find them 
repulsive because they feel once they get pregnant, 
put to bed or children fall sick,  work will be 
deficient.

The persistent economic downturn in Nigeria has 
led to the deterioration of family among the middle 
and lower class families thus women have had to 
increasingly take up any available employment just 
to augment the family income. This economic role 
was solely on the men in the past. 

In recent times,  there has been several cases of 
obstetric haemorrhage, pre-eclampsia ovarian cyst, 
cancer,  infant and maternal mortality, cancer of the 
breast, vesico vaginal fistula and a whole lot of 
other health concerns for women, due to factors of 
ignorance,  poor health facilities,  lack of proper 
health care, lack of health insurance that could assist 
in getting adequate healthcare for women. 

The government need to do more in this area as 
there are still loopholes in her efforts towards 
improving women's health.

Keji Okoji
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No matter how lies are coated, a drop of truth will 

bursts the bubble. It was a moment of debate 

among unequaled minds, an event that 

reconfirmed humility at its peak by Vice President Yemi 

Osinbajo. The debate has come and gone, for whatever 

purpose it was meant to achieve by the organiser, the 

debates has opened another can of worms that proved Peter 

Obi as a cheap liar and crooked manipulator.

Over time, he has deceived his routine of ethnic irredentists 

with series of lies such as "I have only a wrist watch" let's 

look at the verifiable reactions of Nigerians on the many lies 

of Peter Obi, a situation that has now brought him to ridicule 

as he struggled to delete 

the lies from his Twitter 

Page

#2019ElectionDebate

Matter Arising from the 

Vi c e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  

Candidates Debate

If China leadership tent is 

occupied by thieves, 

ingrates, unpatriotic 

politicians etc, that 

concentrate on satisfying 

t h e i r  g r e e d  w i t h  

resources all, the country won't be able to create those jobs. 

4 out of 6 households in America depend on products from 

Chinese while just 2 out of 6 households in China depend on 

America products. That's the China we are talking about 

China doesn't allow the infrastructure gaps to grow, 

enviable and conducive environment is created for MSME.

China didn't award Electricity contract to syndicates like 

Atiku affirmed in an interview that their (Obj/Atiku) paid 

some companies milions dollar to fix the electricity 

problem but they disappeared

If Nigeria take the issue of corruption like China, many 

people won't know Atiku. 

Comrade Bolakale Ajadi

PETER OBI :  A  LYING CHARLATAN 

Let me first appreciate the organizers of the debate among 

the five presidential running mates in the forthcoming 

presidential election in Nigeria. 

The team has achieved one thing: made it possible for 

Nigerians to know their candidates better. Though I am very 

dissatisfied with their non disclosure of criteria employed in 

selecting the candidates of the 5 political parties invited to 

the low quality discussion. Several others were not invited.

 

Peter Obi claimed that unemployment rate in Nigeria for the 

year 2015 was 24%, it is obvious that he does not know but 

lied to his global viewers. 

The actual figure was 

14%.

He did not limit his 

i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  

unemployment rate of a 

government of the party 

he is seeking to represent, 

he claimed the current 

rate is 40%, unfortunately 

for him the actual rate is 

18%.

He equally lied on ; (1) 

FDI figures, (2) GDP figures and Stock market position. It 

was obvious that he is a Chinese trader who knows next to 

nothing about Nigeria economy. 

This guy does not know honour, no wonder he contradicted 

himself when the Prof. Osinbajo educated him on how 

corruption control is an economic policy.

Yam eater should be allowed to go away with people's 

commonwealths.

 “Comrade Gani Mohammed”

Public Reactions:

Fact-checking the many statistical lies of Peter Obi~~~

1. Obi said African trade is less than 9%. False. Afriexim 

Bank puts intra-Africa trade at around 15% and Brookings 

Institute at 18%.

BUSTING THE PROPAGANDA, BLACKMAIL AND 
MISCHIEFS OF ATIKU ABUBAKAR FROM 

THE MOUTH OF PETET OBI
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2. Peter Obi said total loans (credit) from banks to the 

private sector in Nigeria is N19 trillion, and only 0.5% goes 

to SMEs. False. According to CBN, the actual figure is 

N22.44 trillion and only 0.1% goes to the SMEs, as at March 

2018. 

3. Peter Obi said he deployed 30,000 computers to schools 

from HP. False. The actual figure is 22,500.

4. Peter Obi lied again. He said foreign direct investment to 

Nigeria in 2015 was $42billion. False. FDI in 2015 was 

$3.4billion.

5. Peter Obi said Nigeria has 2 million vehicles. False. 

Nigeria has 12 million vehicles out of which 6 million are 

commercial.

6. Peter Obi lied. Nigeria's unemployment is 14.2% 

according to National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), and not 

42% he claimed.

Watch out for more of the fact-checking and verification of 

some of his claims.

On Osinbanjo superlative Performance in the Vice 

Presidential Debate: PDP are so afraid of their past yet they 

mobilize Nigerians to blame Buhari for mistakes caused by 

their 16 years of looting 

PDP don't want any replay of how they looted Nigeria for 16 

years. Yet they are mobilising Nigerians to blame  Buhari 

for the problems they could not fix in the 16 years of looting,  

poverty, killing unemployment, infrastructural decay,  none 

payment of salaries and arrears of pensions, power failure 

despite privatization and $16billion investment in the 

Power sector etc and an almost total eclipse of our country 

Nigeria. 

Only looted brains will expect Osinbajo to be silent on how 

the PDP bastardization of the Nigerian economy has 

affected the fast tracking of development in Nigeria. While 

PDP don't want to be blamed, they are mobilising the Press 

and spending dollars to blame  Buhari  for the destruction 

done to Nigeria by PDP.

 From the Vice Presidential debate, Osinbajo clearly showed 

that the Buhari administration has maintained  constant 

growth in all sectors of the economy. He is not dwelling on 

blaming PDP but defining where Nigerian was,  what 

Buhari government has done to move Nigeria forward and 

What Buhari will concentrate on in his Next Level Agenda 

of consolidating on the gains his government has achieved. 

Still on the Debate:

Peter Obi wanted to mock Osinbajo by telling him the 

government should have consulted the stakeholders in the 

process of drawing up the AFCTA not after the AFCTA has 

been produced. Osibajo reminded him that it was the PDP 

who did most of the negotiations under the last regime and 

should have done the consultations. Obi kept quiet.

Osinbajo also reminded Obi what constitutes factors of 

production not just comparing labour costs between China 

and Nigeria.

Obi mentioned SME's but couldn't say in specific terms 

what their government will do for them. Osibanjo 

mentioned in specific terms what government is doing for 

the MSMES, which is the largest intervention by any 

Nigerian government.

Obi spoke about China and South Africa and how large their 

investments are. Osibanjo reminded him that infrastructure 

is the key in attracting investment and the PDP in 16 years 

were poor in infrastructure and that was the reason why 

investments are poor. He told them this is why the 

government of today is investing in infrastructure, 

especially in transportation.

Obi consistently spoke on poverty without giving a 

direction. Osibanjo reminded him that PDP increased the 

numbers of poor people from about 80m in 2010 to 112m in 

2014 and that no country has ever reduced poverty without a 

social intervention program which the government is 

presently doing- the first in Nigeria.

Who is the winner?

The job of an opposition is to offer alternatives not 

diagnosis. Diagnosis should be left to critics.

“Alimi Adekunle”
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As teaching staff in Nigerian Polytechnics embarked on an 

indefinite strike, the Rector, Federal Polytechnic Bauchi, 

Architect Sanusi Waziri Gumau has said the institution 

does not joke with the issue of staff welfare.The Rector 

made the assertion while speaking at the opening ceremony 

thof the 58  National Executive Committee and General 

Executive Committee (NEC/GEC) of the Senior Staff 

Association of Nigerian Polytechnics (SSANIP) being 

hosted by the Federal Polytechnic Bauchi. 

Architect Sanusi Waziri Gumau said though the institution 

was in economic recession, staff of the Polytechnic were 

witnesses to “how we struggle to pay the monthly 

peculiar/academic allowance as and when due”, said the 

Rector, adding that “we shall continue to run an 

administration that is honest, transparent and accountable, 

as a counter measure to rumour mongering. In his speech, 

national president of SSANIP, Comrade Sunday Sabo 

decried what he described as the gradual taking over of 

administrative responsibilities by the teaching staff in most 

Nigerian polytechnics and warned that they were ready for 

a showdown with Rectors that are bent on relegating their 

members to the background in their institutions.

Comrade Sunday Sabo used the occasion to call on the 

federal government to dust the file of the report of 

presidential committee on needs assessment of Nigerian 

polytechnics' which he said when implemented, Nigerian 

polytechnics will be the envy of their counterparts across 

the globe.  While charging polytechnics chief executives to 

attach priority to training and retraining of their members 

as a way of boosting employee productivity, the SSANIP 

national president also frowned at the continuous unequal 

treatment meted to polytechnic graduates against their 

university counterparts in some ministries, departments 

and agencies as well as banks and regretted how 

productivity is sacrificed for certificate in Nigeria.

The chairman of the occasion and Galadiman Bauchi, 

Surveyor Ibrahim Saidu Jahun while making his comments 

said as a polytechnic graduate and former Rector of a 

federal polytechnic, he was sure that technical and 

vocational education technology remains the only way out 

of unemployment for Nigeria and promised to channel the 

genuine grievances of the senior non-teaching staff of the 

Nigerian polytechnics to appropriate authorities for 

necessary action. The galadiman Bauchi said as against 

what most employers of labour in Nigeria think that 

polytechnics were established to provide “middle 

manpower” needs of MDAs, they are, according to their 

new Scheme of Service empowered to provide “technical 

manpower” which he said is the major driver of the 

country's socio-economic development.

SSANIP SEEK IMPLEMENTATION OF 

NEEDS ASSESSMENT OF 
NIGERIAN POLYTECHNICS’ 

...EDUCATION 

Architect Sanusi Waziri Gumau
Rector, Federal Polytechnic BauchiNational President, SSANIP 

Comrade Sunday SaboMallam Rabiu - P.R.O Fed. Poly Bauchi



@ 76MR PRESIDENT 

Former President Goodluck Jonathan has described President Muhammadu Buhari as a man who has dedicated 
his life to the service of Nigeria.

Jonathan said this in a statement on Sunday to commemorate the 76th birthday of President Buhari, which 
holds on Monday (today).

He said: “Yours has been a life of great service to our dear nation, having served as a brave soldier, Governor, 
Minister of Petroleum, Head of State, and now President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.”

Jonathan also described Buhari as patriotic and with a deep commitment to Nigeria’s development.

He added: “I join you, your family, well-wishers and fellow Nigerians to give thanks to Almighty God for the 
gift of a long life.

“I wish you good health and more productive years, as you continue to lend your skills and energy to the task of 
building a Nigeria of our dreams

Powered by: Goodluck Jonathan GCFR (Former President Federal Republic Of Nigeria)

Felicitating with 
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WHETHER YOU’RE 

TRAVELING 
FOR BUSINESS, HOLIDAY 

 OR PLEASURE, 
WE WILL TAKE YOU THERE

ABUJA LAGOS PORT HARCOURT YOLA KANO MAIDUGURI...

reservation@maxair.com.ng

admin@maxair.com.ng
@

You can expect and experience tailored to 
Your needs and travel style at every stage...
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